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For immediate release 
January 3, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Images for the events below are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0kZ. 
 
 
GVSU February 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
Arts at Noon Series 
All Arts at Noon concerts during the 39th season of the popular series will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at noon, and last approximately one hour. Every concert is free 
and open to the public. 
 
Wednesday, February 1 - Almava Trio 
The Almava Trio is quickly gaining a reputation of musical excellence across the U.S. The trio includes 
Sookkyung Cho (piano), assistant professor of piano at Grand Valley, Miko-Sophia Cloud (violin) and Jia 
Kim (viola). 
Korean-born pianist Cho has been captivating audiences around the world with her personal, thoughtful 
expressionist style. In addition to teaching at Grand Valley, Cho is also a founding member of the Almava 
Trio. She has performed in numerous venues, including Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln Center, Weill Recital 
Hall at Carnegie Hall, Beaux concerts de la releve in Quebec, Château de Fontainebleau in France, and 
Zijingang Theater at Zhejiang University in China, among others. 
Cloud, a New York-based violinist, wears many hats in her musical career, including recitalist, chamber 
musician, orchestra leader and innovative artistic director. Since 2009, Cloud has been a core member of 
the self-conducted chamber orchestra, A Far Cry, where her leadership as concertmaster and soloist 
have been acclaimed by the New York Times and Boston Globe. 
Kim began her cello studies at the age of 10 in Korea, where she won multiple distinguished awards, 
such at first place in the National Symphony Orchestra Competition of Korea and the Korean Music 
Association Competition. Since then, Kim has taken the stage in major venues, such as Carnegie Hall, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Toronto's Royal Conservatory, the Walt Disney Concert Hall, Brooklyn's 
Barclay Center and Princeton University's Alexander Hall. 
 
Wednesday, February 22 - Hildegard Singers 
Based in Grand Rapids, the Hildegard Singers are three professional vocalists who were convened in 
2011 to celebrate the beautiful and timeless music of Hildegard of Bingen, a German Benedictine 
abbess, writer, composer, philosopher, and Christian mystic. The ensemble, comprised of Diane 
Penning, Lisa Walhout and Barbara McCargar, also perform other medieval vocal music treasures, 
including Gregorian chant, Spanish and French pilgrimage music, and French, German and English 
motets and carols.  
 
============================================================ 
 
GVSU Opera Theatre presents "Sweeney Todd - The Demon Barber of Fleet Street" 
February 3, 4, 10, 11, at 7:30 p.m. 
February 5 and 12, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: Adults $14; alumni, seniors, faculty and staff $12; students and groups $6 
Benjamin Barker, also known as Sweeney Todd, is a barber unjustly imprisoned for years by a corrupt 
judge. He returns to London bent on revenge – a revenge that turns darkly hilarious and indiscriminately 
dangerous. For more information, contact the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
 
============================================================ 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series presents Vievee Francis and Matthew Olzmann 
February 27, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Craft talk: 6-7 p.m., DeVos Center, room 203E 
Reading and book signing: 7:30-8:50 p.m., University Club, DeVos Center 
Vievee Francis is the author of three books of poetry, Blue-Tail Fly, Horse in the Dark and the recently 
released Forest Primeval, which was a finalist for the PEN Open Book Award. She is the recipient of the 
Rona Jaffe Prize and a Kresge Fellowship. Francis' work has appeared in numerous publications including 
Best American Poetry, Poetry Magazine, and Angles of Ascent: A Norton Anthology of Contemporary 
African American Poetry, among others. She is currently an associate professor of English at Dartmouth 
College and an associate editor for Callaloo. 
Matthew Olzmann is the author of Mezzanines, selected for the Kundiman Prize. His second book, 
Contradictions in the Design, was released in 2016. Olzmann received scholarships and fellowships from 
Kundiman, the Kresge Arts Foundation and the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference. His poems, stories and 
essays have appeared in Kenyon Review, New England Review, Necessary Fiction, Brevity, Southern 
Review and elsewhere. He teaches in the Master of Fine Arts program for writers at Warren Wilson 
College. 
 
============================================================ 
 
Music and Dance 
 
For more information about all Music and Dance Department events, call (616) 331-3484. All Music and 
Dance Department events are free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU Choral Concert - "Songs of Love" 
February 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
This concert, which is free and open to the public, will feature the Cantate Chamber Ensemble and 
Select Women's Ensemble, under the direction of Ellen Pool, and the University Singers, under the 
direction of Shirley Lemon. The concert will feature songs of love from many different genres, including 
jazz, spirituals and folk songs. 
 
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert 
February 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Great American Voices Series Collaboration Concert 
February 25 and 26, at 7:30 p.m. 
Park Church (10 E Park Pl NE, Grand Rapids) 
Building on the success of the February 2015 Collaboration Concert at Park Church, this year's 
collaboration will include the GVSU University Arts Chorale, Park Church Chancel Choir, and West 
Michigan's Holland Chorale. The concert will begin with Patrick Coyle, Park Church minister of music, 
conducting the Park Chancel Choir and the Holland Chorale, accompanied by the GVSU Chamber 
Orchestra, in a performance of Haydn's "Lord Nelson Mass." The evening will conclude with two sections 
of Alexander Borodin's powerful opera, "Prince Igor."  The GVSU Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 
Henry Duitman, will present the rousing "Overture" and then the three choirs, 120 voices strong, will 
join the orchestra for the opera's exhilarating "Polovetsian Dances." Proceeds from the offering will 
benefit string scholarships at Grand Valley. 
 
GVSU New Music Ensemble Concert 
February 25, at 8 p.m. 
The Block (360 W. Western Ave., Muskegon) 
 
GVSU Concert Band Performance 
February 27, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
 
GVSU Cantate Chamber Ensemble at Feeding the Soul of the City 
February 28, at 12:15 p.m. 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church (1006 Third Street, Muskegon) 
The Cantate Chamber Ensemble will perform at the Feeding the Soul of the City lunch hour concert 
series at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Muskegon. 
 
GVSU Jazz Concert 
March 2, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Large and Small Jazz Ensembles will perform during this free concert that is open to the 
public. 
  
For Immediate Release 
January 6, 2017 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: The full report and audio bites with Brian Long are available on DropBox at: 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0lH 
 
 
GVSU economist: Outlook is positive for 2017 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy slowed for the month of December, which was 
expected, according to a Grand Valley State University economist. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, said 
December is often a slow month for many industrial firms but the outlook for 2017 is positive. 
 
"At the beginning of 2016, we faced numerous statistics that pointed toward a downward trend for the 
economy. The stock market took a nasty hit, and it appeared that we could be in the early stage of 
another recession," said Long. "But, that was last year. For 2017, we have a whole host of positive 
factors that predict a strong first quarter." 
 
Long cites 10 key factors: 
 
 Consumer confidence has recently recovered to a 15-year high; 
 Auto sales may taper off in 2017, but will still remain strong; 
 Housing prices have finally recovered to the pre-crisis peak;  
 The GDP gain for the third quarter of 2016 came in strong at 3.5%; 
 The Institute of Supply Management national purchasing manager’s index for December jumped 1.5 
points to 54.7; 
 The Purchasing Manager's Index (PMI) for China rose to 51.9 from 50.9, which is now the third month 
of positive growth; 
 Canada, our largest trading partner, has returned to positive growth and posted a PMI of 51.8; 
 The global PMI, now at 52.7, is considerably improved over the past year; 
 The stock market is now in record territory. 
 Business confidence in our local survey, as well as other surveys, is generally positive. 
 
Long surveyed local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last 
two weeks of December. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at -5, below the +23 posted in 
September. The production index eased to +3, from +4. The index of purchases edged lower to +3, from 
+6. The employment index was positive at +7, up from -1. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." An expanded version of this 
report can be found in the Dropbox link provided above under media note. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
  
For Immediate Release 
January 6, 2017 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
NOTE: Photos of the street lights are available to use at http://gvsu.edu/s/0lI.  
 
 
GVSU-48th Avenue lighting project complete 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Consumers Energy has completed a permanent lighting installation project along 
48th Avenue near Grand Valley State University’s Allendale Campus. 
 
Permanent street lights have replaced temporary lighting towers that illuminate the sidewalks along the 
west side of 48th Avenue between Pierce Street and Lake Michigan Drive. The project was part of an 
effort to enhance the safety of students. 
 
The lighting district plan was approved by the Allendale Charter Township Board of Trustees in October. 
Grand Valley, the township and Consumers Energy worked together on the plan. 
 
"The university appreciates the speed at which Consumers Energy worked to install the permanent 
lighting,” said Tim Thimmesch, associate vice president for Facilities Services. “The new lighting will 
benefit our students living in the off-campus complexes in the area.” 
 
Construction will begin this summer on a sidewalk and lighting on Pierce Street between 42nd and 48th 
avenues. 
  
For immediate release 
Monday, January 9, 2017 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
Media note: photos of Powell and Crenshaw are available via this link: http://gvsu.edu/s/0kC 
 
 
National speakers highlight GVSU's Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. week 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Two nationally known speakers will highlight Grand Valley State University's 
commemoration of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Kevin Powell is an activist, author and president of BK Nation, a national organization based in New York 
City centered on grassroots activism, pop culture, technology, and social media to spark projects and 
campaigns. He has written 12 books, the most recent is "The Education of Kevin Powell: A Boy’s Journey 
into Manhood." 
 
Powell will be the keynote speaker on Monday, January 16, at 1:30 p.m. in the Fieldhouse Arena on the 
Allendale Campus. 
 
Kimberlé Crenshaw is a professor of law at UCLA and Columbia law schools. She coined two terms — 
critical race theory and intersectionality — that have proved foundational in many areas of study. She is 
a leading voice in calling for a gender-inclusive approach to racial justice interventions, having 
spearheaded the Why We Can’t Wait Campaign and co-authored "Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, 
Overpoliced and Underprotected," and "Say Her Name: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women." 
 
Crenshaw will be the keynote speaker on Wednesday, January 18, at 4:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room, Allendale Campus. This presentation will be simulcast to an audience in the DeVos 
Center, Loosemore Auditorium, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.  
 
Both events are free and open to the public. 
 
Many free events are planned on the Allendale Campus for January 16, which marks the fifth year that 
classes have been canceled on the national King holiday, allowing more students, faculty and staff 
members to participate in events. Visit www.gvsu.edu/mlk for details. 
 
Commemoration events continue Tuesday, January 17, when the Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies will host “Race and the American Dream” at 7 p.m. in the Eberhard Center. Nikole Hannah-
Jones, staff writer at the New York Times Magazine, will join Jason Riley, columnist and editorial board 
member at the Wall Street Journal, for a dialogue on the progress that has been made since the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s, as well as the challenges that continue to exist. It is free and 
open to the public; RSVP online at www.hauensteincenter.org/RSVP. 
 
Grand Valley will close its week of events on Saturday, January 21, when hundreds of students will 
volunteer their time in the community by working at different locations. 
  
Embargoed for release at 9 a.m. on January 13, 2017 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
Media note: Contact Michele Coffill, coffillm@gvsu.edu, for a copy of the 2017 Health Check or for 
interviews. 
 
GVSU researchers find increase in coronary artery disease expenses in West Michigan 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University researchers said there has been a significant 
increase in per-capita expenditures for coronary artery disease in West Michigan over the past few 
years. 
 
Economics faculty members Kevin Callison and Leslie Muller, from the Seidman College of Business, 
presented the eighth annual Health Check report during the West Michigan Health Care Economic 
Forecast January 13 at the Eberhard Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The report details health-
related trends and issues in the Grand Rapids metropolitan area of Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan 
counties (KOMA). 
 
Callison said from 2014 to 2015, per-capita expenditures for CAD increased by 22 percent in West 
Michigan, compared to less than 20 percent in the metro Detroit area. He added that of all the chronic 
medical conditions reported in the Health Check, CAD is the only condition in which West Michigan 
surpasses Detroit. The average expense for a privately insured person diagnosed with CAD in West 
Michigan is $25,895, compared to $23,474 for the same diagnosis in Detroit. 
 
He said possible explanations for the increase include differences in patient health, intensity of 
treatment, and prices for health care services. 
 
For the second consecutive year, researchers surveyed West Michigan residents about health insurance 
coverage. Muller said the uninsured rate dropped from 9 percent in 2015 to 5 percent in the 2016 
survey. She added that 40 percent of people who became insured last year did so through employer 
coverage, and 21 percent enrolled in Medicaid. In last year's survey, 25 percent of the previously 
uninsured obtained coverage through an employer, which is much less than this year. 
 
Muller said there are two possible reasons for the increase. "The individual could have obtained 
employment that offered insurance, or the company he/she works for could have started to offer a 
plan," she said. "The West Michigan unemployment rate fell by approximately 1 percentage point during 
that period, and there is also evidence that firms had increased their health insurance offerings. Without 
further data, we cannot tell which factor, or a combination of both, contributed to this change." 
 
She added that access to care continues to improve, especially for Medicaid enrollees, with 90 percent 
seeing either no change or improved access to care. 
 
Researchers also studied demographic changes, health issues and trends and reported the following: 
 
 The proportion of people over age 65 has eclipsed the proportion of people who are between ages 35-
44. 
 The rate of obesity continues to increase in KOMA, with one-third of the population considered obese. 
 Fewer people are smoking; 18 percent in KOMA are cigarette smokers. 
 
The entire report is available online. Data was provided by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Blue Care 
Network, and Priority Health. 
 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health at Grand Valley, said as health-related challenges continue in the 
region, collaboration among organizations will be key to developing policies that support healthy 
communities. 
 
"West Michigan has a strong tradition of collaborative community engagement to develop strategies for 
improvement of health care for our community, while also conserving valuable health care resources," 
Nagelkerk said. 
 
For Immediate Release 
January 10, 2017 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Speakers to discuss race in America at Hauenstein Center event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Two nationally recognized journalists will discuss race in the United States at 
an event hosted by Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies on January 
17. 
 
The event, "Race and the American Dream" will take place at 7 p.m. in the Eberhard Center on Grand 
Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
The discussion will include viewpoints from New York Times Magazine investigative reporter Nikole 
Hannah-Jones as well as Wall Street Journal columnist Jason Riley. The event will be moderated by Kyle 
Caldwell, executive director of the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Hannah-Jones, a Peabody Award and George R. Polk Award winner, will discuss ways in which 
residential and educational segregation occurs through government policy decisions. Riley will explain 
how using government policy to fix race problems often results in unintended consequences that make 
the root problem worse. 
 
Riley, who is also a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, is the author of "Please Stop Helping Us" 
which details efforts to help the black underclass. He is a member of the Wall Street Journal editorial 
board and is a commentator on Fox News. 
 
Hannah-Jones has written extensively about school resegregation across the country, and has spent 
years chronicling the government's failure to enforce the 1968 Fair Housing Act. Her forthcoming book 
"The Problem We All Live With" will focus on school segregation and policy. 
 
The event is free and open to the public, but an RSVP is requested here: 
 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0lO 
 
The event is presented in partnership with GVSU's Division of Inclusion and Equity as part of the 
university's Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Week. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org 
 
For immediate release 
January 16, 2018 
Contact: Michele Coffill, University Communications, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Historic photos of the area are available via: http://gvsu.edu/s/0CM 
 
 
GVSU department earns NEH grant for history project in Saugatuck area 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Kutsche Office of Local History at Grand Valley State University received a 
$12,000 Common Heritage grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to support a project 
documenting the history of summers in the Saugatuck-Douglas area in the mid-20th century. 
 
Kimberly McKee, director of the Kutsche Office of Local History, said the project is a collaboration with 
the Saugatuck-Douglas History Center; "Stories of Summer" involves capturing oral histories and 
digitizing photographs, newspaper articles and other materials from the era. 
 
McKee said while the area's logging, agriculture and maritime industries are well-documented, there is a 
marked absence of the LGBT experience within the two communities. 
 
Nathan Nietering, director of the Saugatuck-Douglas History Center, said the project will document the 
area's rise to becoming a lakeshore destination for the LGBT community, and its growing post-war 
tourism industry. 
 
Working with the Saugatuck-Douglas History Center, Kutsche Office staff members will conduct two 
history harvests at the center's Old School House in Douglas on June 2 and July 21. 
 
Staff members from Grand Valley's University Libraries will preserve the materials for archival purposes. 
Eventually, copies of oral histories and collected materials will be kept at the History Center, and on an 
online database. 
 
Since it was established in 2008, the Kutsche Office of Local History has conducted multiple oral history 
collections of diverse populations. These oral histories include voices from Hispanic and Asian Pacific 
families in Holland, Native Americans in West Michigan, and families who have lived and worked in 
Oceana County. 
 
For more information about the Kutsche Office of Local History, visit gvsu.edu/kutsche. 
  
For Immediate Release 
January 16, 2018 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221, twilleyl@gvsu.edu 
 
MEDIA NOTE: A headshot of Guion Bluford is available at http://gvsu.edu/s/0Cz. 
 
 
Conference to feature first African American astronaut to travel to space 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A two-day symposium hosted by Grand Valley State University and Grand 
Rapids Public Museum will celebrate space exploration and feature Guion "Guy" Bluford, a retired NASA 
astronaut who was the first African American to travel to space. 
 
The conference, "Roger That! A Celebration of Space Exploration in Honor of Roger B. Chaffee," will take 
place February 16-17 at the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Chaffee was an astronaut 
and Grand Rapids native who died during testing on Apollo I in 1967. 
 
Guion Bluford's keynote presentation will take place February 16 from 6-7 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium at the DeVos Center. In 1983, Bluford became the first African American astronaut to fly to 
space when he was part of a mission aboard NASA's Space Shuttle Challenger. He flew into space four 
times during the shuttle program. He is also an aerospace engineer and retired U.S. Air Force officer and 
fighter pilot. 
 
The conference will kick off with a presentation, "Art/Space: NASA Space Art Program and Beyond," by 
Grand Valley illustration professors Durwin Talon and Guin Thompson, followed by breakout sessions 
featuring a variety of science, art and society topics related to space exploration. The conference is free 
and open to the public; register by February 11 at www.gvsu.edu/rogerthat. 
 
Additional events: 
 
• On February 17, the Grand Rapids Public Museum will host several events, including another 
presentation by Bluford at 11 a.m. Space-themed activities will be available for kids and adults. Click 
here for more information. 
• A student design competition will take place for fifth- to eighth-grade students. Winners will be 
announced February 17 by Guion Bluford. Click here for more information. 
• Students from Grand Rapids area schools will take field trips to Grand Valley and GRPM. Click here for 
information about arranging field trips. 
• A limited number of seats are available for a special dinner in Bluford’s honor following his keynote. 
Dinner ($20) will include a musical presentation and admission to a show at the Roger B. Chaffee 
Planetarium. Click here for more information. 
 
The conference is organized by Grand Valley, Grand Rapids Public Museum and then Roger B. Chaffee 
Scholarship Fund. It is supported, in part, by NASA's Michigan Space Grant Consortium. 
 
For more information about the conference, visit www.gvsu.edu/rogerthat or email 
rogerthat@gvsu.edu. For more information about GRPM events, visit www.grpm.org. 
  
For immediate release 
January 17, 2018 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos of the featured musicians are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0wH. 
 
 
Grand Rapids quartet to kick off free winter concert series at GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Arts at Noon concert series at Grand Valley State University will continue its 
40th season this winter with seven free concerts on the Allendale Campus, beginning with a 
performance by Grand Rapids' own Perugino String Quartet. 
 
Named after Renaissance artist Pietro Perugino of Grand Rapids’ sister city Perugia, Italy, the Perugino 
String Quartet is comprised of Grand Rapids Symphony members including, Eric Tanner (violin) and 
Christopher Martin (violin), Barbara Corbato (viola) and Stacey Bosman Tanner (cello). Together, the 
quartet performs classics of the string quartet repertoire, as well as a variety of new chamber works. 
 
The Perugino String Quartet centers its appearances around Michigan, having performed at many arts-
based events, such as the Chamber Music Festival of Saugatuck, Art Reach of Mid Michigan and 
Muskegon's Feeding the Soul of the City concert series. The ensemble has also performed at the world-
renowned Julliard String Quartet Seminar at the Lincoln Center in New York City.  
 
All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at 
noon, and last approximately one hour. Each concert is free and open to the public. 
 
Below is a full schedule of winter Arts at Noon concerts: 
 
 January 24 - Perugino Quartet 
 February 28 - Double Bassist Robert Black 
 March 14 - Ensemble Caprice 
 March 21 - Sanjukta Banerjee 
 March 28 - Jazz Duo: Gene Bertoncini and Tom Knific 
 April 4 - Grand Valley Winds 
 April 18 - GVSU String Trio 
 
For more information about individual performances, contact Henry Duitman, Arts at Noon coordinator, 
at duitmanh@gvsu.edu or visit www.gvsu.edu/artsatnoon. 
 
For immediate release 
January 24, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos of each featured author are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0gp. 
 
 
GVSU writers series to welcome award-winning authors to campus 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley Writers Series, which brings award-winning authors from around 
the world to campus each year, continues for the winter season with a two-for-one showcase of works 
by two Grand Valley faculty members: Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks. 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series presents Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks 
Tuesday, January 31 
Reading and book signing: 6-8 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Huey, assistant professor of writing at Grand Valley, is the author of the poetry collection Ha Ha Thump 
(2015) and the chapbook The Insomniac Circus (2014). His poetry and essays have appeared in The Best 
American Poetry 2012, The Southern Review, Brevity, Poet Lore, The Collagist, The Cincinnati Review, and 
many other print and digital journals. The written works of Huey recently received prestigious validation 
when he was one of 37 authors out of a pool of 1,800 to be awarded a Creative Writing Fellowship in 
poetry from the National Endowment of the Arts (NEA). Huey said the $25,000 fellowship grant will 
provide him with the time and space needed to create, revise, conduct research and connect with his 
readers. Before coming to Grand Valley, Huey worked for more than a decade as an editor and reporter 
for newspapers in Florida, Kentucky and Michigan, including serving as assistant sports editor for Grand 
Rapids Press. 
 
Horrocks, associate professor of writing, is a writer of fiction and creative nonfiction. Her debut story 
collection, This Is Not Your City, was named a New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice, a Barnes and 
Noble Discover Great New Writers selection, and one of the best books of the year by the San Francisco 
Chronicle. Her stories and essays have appeared in anthologies, such as The Best American Short Stories, 
The PEN/O, Henry Prize Stories, and True Stories, among others. Horrocks' works have also appeared in 
journals, such as The New Yorker, The Paris Review, The Atlantic, and One Story. She also currently 
serves as the fiction editor of The Kenyon Review while crafting a novel and a second story collection. 
 
Below is a full list of scheduled Grand Valley Writers Series events. All presentations are free and open 
to the public. 
 
Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks 
Tuesday, January 31, Allendale Campus 
Reading and book signing: 6-8 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center 
 
Vievee Francis and Matthew Olzmann 
Monday, February 27, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Craft talk: 6-7 p.m., DeVos Center, room 203E 
Reading and book signing: 7:30-8:50 p.m., DeVos Center University Club 
 
Austin Bunn 
Thursday, March 30, Allendale Campus 
Craft talk: 4-5:15 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215/16 
Reading and book signing: 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center 
 
For more information, contact Todd Kaneko at (616) 331-8064 or kanekot@gvsu.edu, or visit the Grand 
Valley Writers Series website. 
  
For immediate release 
January 23, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos of Arts at Noon performers are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0f7. 
 
 
Grand Rapids Symphony to kick off free GVSU concert series 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The 39th season of Grand Valley State University's Arts at Noon concert series 
continues Wednesday, January 25, when members of the Grand Rapids Symphony return to the 
Allendale Campus. 
 
"As the premiere arts organization in West Michigan, the Grand Rapids Symphony provides amazing 
cultural and educational benefits to the region," said Henry Duitman, Arts at Noon coordinator and 
GVSU Symphony Orchestra director. "Every year, the performance by the Grand Rapids Symphony 
during the Arts at Noon series brings the warmth of exquisitely-played string and woodwind instruments 
to the audience in the Cook-DeWitt Center. This is always the most eagerly-anticipated performance of 
the semester." 
 
During this free concert, the symphony will perform Wolfgang Amadeaus Mozart's "Overture to II re 
pastore," Joseph Martin Kraus' "Symphony in C minor," and Antonio Rosetti's "Symphony in G minor." 
 
The Grand Rapids Symphony performance is one of eight concerts that will take place through April. The 
full schedule includes: 
 
 February 1 - Almava Trio  
 February 22 - Hildegard Singers  
 March 15 - loadbang  
 March 22 - Jim Cooper Quartet  
 March 29 - A Menagerie of Keyboards with Gregory Crowell  
 April 5 - Percussion Group 1501  
 
All of the Arts at Noon concerts take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at 
noon, and last approximately one hour. Every concert is free and open to the public. 
 
For more information about the Arts at Noon concert series, visit the www.gvsu.edu/artsatnoon. 
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Environmental policy expert kicks off 2017 Wheelhouse Talks 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Julie Metty Bennett, an expert on public policy and environmental issues in 
Michigan, will discuss leadership and the environment at a Wheelhouse Talk on January 20. The event is 
hosted by the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Bennett, a principal and senior vice president for Public Sector Consultants (PSC), helps develop public 
policy for government and nonprofit organizations with ideas that are based in environmental practice. 
She has more than 20 years of research experience on environmental issues and manages PSC's energy 
and environment division, and facilitated the governor's 21st Century Infrastructure Commission. 
 
During her Wheelhouse Talk, Bennett will discuss her leadership experience based on her 
groundbreaking research on electric reliability and capacity, as well as her experience managing 
nonprofit organizations. 
 
Bennett's presentation will be followed by a reception for all attendees. 
 
Julie Metty Bennett: Leadership and the Environment 
January 20 at 4 p.m. 
Charles W. Loosemore Auditorium, Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The event is free and open to the public, but registration is requested here. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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GVSU names new dean of University Libraries 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University Provost Gayle R. Davis has announced the 
appointment of Annie Bélanger as dean of University Libraries. 
 
Bélanger is currently serving as associate university librarian, information resources and academic 
excellence in the Library at University of Waterloo, located in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. In this role, 
she provides strategic leadership for the collections from development through retention, oversees the 
strategic focus on student engagement and developing research skills, and serves as a sponsor with 
activities ranging from student wellness support, accessibility and copyright. 
 
"Grand Valley and University Libraries breathe student focus — a quality that is very important to me in 
a higher education setting. Dean Lee Van Orsdel has led a tremendous transformation and developed a 
very innovative, strong and vibrant team," said Bélanger. "I seek to honor the culture that has been 
created and collaboratively lead the next evolution for University Libraries by building on its strong 
campus integration." 
 
Bélanger will bring with her to Grand Valley a diverse professional background, having worked in a 
variety of roles in most types of libraries ranging from corporate and governmental to academic. 
 
“Dean Bélanger impressed all of us with her preparedness and enthusiasm for the Grand Valley 
deanship,” said Davis. “She has integrated her rich experiential background into an approach to libraries 
and leadership that meshes seamlessly with Grand Valley’s needs at this time. She will enrich our 
campus community for years to come.” 
 
Bélanger will begin her role at Grand Valley on June 5. She replaces Lee Van Orsdel who served as dean 
of University Libraries for 11 years, and retired in December of 2016. Van Orsdel played a crucial role in 
the conception, design and construction of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons, which has been widely recognized as a model for 21st century library design. Mary Idema 
Pew Library is commonly praised for its Knowledge Market — a prototype of collaborative academic 
support services that provides peer-to-peer consultations on assignments. 
 
For more information about University Libraries, visit www.gvsu.edu/library. 
  
For Immediate Release 
January 18, 2017 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221, twilleyl@gvsu.edu 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Video and photos of students installing the devices at the hospital are available to use: 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0lN 
 
 
GVSU students build solar devices for rural hospital in Africa 
-- Devices have potential to save lives 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A group of graduate students at Grand Valley State University created devices that 
provide solar power when electricity fails at a rural hospital in Malawi. They recently made the 22-hour 
trip to southeastern Africa to deliver and install the devices. 
 
Embangweni Mission Hospital is located in an area where electricity is often disconnected, and the 
results can be fatal. Martha Sommers, an American physician currently working in Madagascar, 
frequently experienced this problem when she spent time at the hospital performing emergency 
surgeries, like C-sections. 
 
"When the power went out, we relied on a flashlight and we no longer had the ability to use a suction 
tool to clear fluid from wounds," Sommers said. "This happened many times when we were working to 
save a mother and her child. Many times the patient died." 
 
To combat this problem, students in the engineering master's degree program created a portable power 
system for the hospital in 2012. The system was used so often that hospital staff requested more 
devices. Led by engineering professor Heidi Jiao, students created three Solar Suction Surgery Systems 
(S4) in 2016. The S4 can provide power for up to two days. Each system has five outlets: two provide 
light, one provides suction and two are used to charge electronics. A solar panel is connected to the 
charge controller which is used to control the output power. 
 
Last fall, a Grand Valley group delivered the new devices to the hospital. Members of the group included 
Justin Melick, digital media developer, and engineering graduate students Sofia Fanourakis and Patrick 
McCarthy. 
 
The trio spent a week at the hospital and its two remote clinics, installing the solar panels and training 
employees, including the hospital's only physician, Ishmael Nyirenda. He said his team uses the original 
power system every single day. 
 
"Each day, there's a period of at least six hours when we don't have electricity," Nyirenda said. "We 
depend on power to sterilize equipment, perform surgeries and resuscitate babies and patients."  
 
While the devices provide immediate help, Fanourakis and McCarthy are planning for the long term 
through data tracking. They are tracking power outages and the performance of the devices. The data 
will be used to help fund new devices and raise awareness about the need. 
 
Jiao will continue to offer the solar-power system as a group project in one of her classes. "Some of our 
constant questions are 'How do we make this project sustainable?' and 'How can we help other areas in 
need?'" she said. "Malawi isn't the only area we're looking at; we want to help other underserved areas 
in Africa and even in the U.S." 
 
The group partnered with a campus organization to make the system's design publicly available on a 
new open-source website called solaRescue (www.gvsu.edu/solarescue). The website was created by 
Teaching Through Technology (t3), a multidisciplinary group of Grand Valley alumni and students. The 
group encourages the use of technology to serve the global community. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/solarescue. 
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GVSU undergraduate research gets national boost 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s undergraduate research reputation was boosted 
nationally after the university was one of 11 selected to administer the Beckman Scholars Program. 
 
Funded by the Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation, the program will award two Grand Valley 
undergraduates $21,500 grants each to conduct a 15-month long research project. A total of five 
students will be selected as Beckman Scholars through the duration of the three-year program. 
 
Sok Kean Khoo, associate professor of cell and molecular biology, and Susan Mendoza, director of the 
Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, will direct the program. They collaborated to write 
the Beckman application, and successfully navigated a field of 180 applicants and 75 finalists. 
 
Robert Smart, vice provost for Research Administration, said the Beckman Scholars Program accelerates 
the university's pledge to engage talented students through mentored undergraduate research. 
 
"Being one of only a small handful of institutions selected this year, reflects very favorably on the caliber 
of life-science research at Grand Valley, the quality of our faculty and undergraduate students and our 
university’s growing commitment to support collaborative faculty-student research,” Smart said. 
 
Grand Valley was the only institution in the "master's large" category to earn the Beckman Scholars 
Program in the 2016 application cycle. Khoo said it is an honor for Grand Valley's undergraduate 
research program. The program is one of the nation’s most notable awards designed to stimulate, 
encourage and support research activities by undergraduate students. 
 
Students majoring in chemistry, biology, biochemistry, cell and molecular biology, or biomedical 
sciences, and have a strong research interest, and a GPA of 3.7 or higher can apply to the program. The 
selected scholars will be mentored by an interdisciplinary committee of faculty members, and will have 
the opportunity to travel to conferences and meet visiting scholars on campus. 
 
“The exposure to diverse narratives of success is critical for students who are pursuing graduate and 
professional school,” Mendoza said. “Engaging with people in industry, academia, and speakers helps 
students see a path for themselves.” 
 
The application deadline for students is February 22; selected scholars will be announced in March and 
expected to begin their projects in May. Details are available online, click here. 
 
Research through the program will be conducted under the guidance of 12 Grand Valley faculty 
members in STEM (science, technology, engineering or mathematics) fields. 
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Expert available to discuss Gene Cernan, space exploration 
 
A Grand Valley State University physics professor and NASA historian is available to discuss space 
exploration and its history, including Gene Cernan's life and legacy. Cernan, the last man to walk on the 
moon, died January 16 at age 82. 
 
Glen Swanson, visiting instructor of physics at Grand Valley, has worked for NASA in Houston as the 
Johnson Space Center's chief historian. He received his master's degree in space studies from the 
University of North Dakota and has served as a consultant for several television programs, including the 
HBO series "From the Earth to the Moon." He founded "Quest," a publication devoted to the history of 
spaceflight. 
 
Swanson can be reached at (616) 331-5044 or swansogl@gvsu.edu. 
 
Swanson is part of a group that is organizing the Roger That! two-day symposium February 10-11. The 
event will honor Roger B. Chaffee, an astronaut and Grand Rapids native who died during testing on 
Apollo I in January 1967. Chaffee and Cernan were close friends. Cernan came to Grand Rapids in May 
1967 to dedicate the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium. Visit gvsu.edu/rogerthat for more information. 
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GVSU to host TEDx idea-sharing event 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — As a way to inspire and connect the Grand Valley State University community, 
TEDxGVSU is organizing an independent TEDx idea-sharing event. 
 
TEDxGVSU 2017, "The Blueprints between X and Why," will take place February 24, from 6-8 p.m. on the 
Allendale Campus. 
 
The conference will feature interdisciplinary speakers and performers who will share experiences, 
current projects and future ideas that promote critical inquiry, innovation and dialogue. The theme 
focuses on building a personal blueprint for life and developing a brand and path. 
 
"TEDx events are an amazing tool to bring top thinkers together in one place," said Jaclyn Ermoyan, 
TEDxGVSU event co-curator and Grand Valley student. "Organizing this event is a way we can display the 
high caliber of thought and ingenuity that comes from our community." 
 
An application and approval process is required to attend. This method will ensure attendees come from 
dynamic backgrounds and are willing to take what they experience at the conference and apply it to 
their community. After approval, selected applicants will purchase a $15 ticket, which includes 
admission and a TEDxGVSU gift bag. The conference is open to 100 people. Apply at: 
www.tedxgvsu.com. 
 
DeMario Bell, Grand Valley student and TEDxGVSU event co-curator, said the conference will provide a 
space to discuss, create and explore ideas. "We believe this event is the perfect fit to achieve that goal 
and we hope to see it progress and grow for years to come," he said. 
 
The conference is sponsored by Grand Valley State University offices, including the Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies and University Communications. 
 
For more information, visit www.tedxgvsu.com or email tedxgvsu@gmail.com. 
 
About TED: 
 
TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading, usually in the form of short, powerful 
talks (18 minutes or fewer) delivered by today's leading thinkers and doers. Many of these talks are 
given at TED's annual conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, and made available online at TED.com. 
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West Michigan Economic and Commercial Real Estate Forecast 
  Grand Valley State economist to unveil findings 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University economics expert Paul Isely will release results of 
his annual survey of the regional economy January 26. 
 
The 2017 Colliers Annual West Michigan Economic and Commercial Real Estate Forecast will be held at 
DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. 
 
The survey for the greater Grand Rapids economy (Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon, and Allegan counties) was 
conducted in November and December of 2016. A survey was mailed to CEOs and business leaders from 
966 organizations based on a representative sample. 
 
Isely, associate dean and professor of economics in Grand Valley’s Seidman College of Business, will talk 
about employment, sales, export growth and consumer confidence. 
 
The event is co-sponsored by Colliers International. An overview will be given of the real estate forecast 
for the West Michigan market. 
 
West Michigan Economic and Commercial Real Estate Forecast 
Thursday, January 26 
7:30 a.m. Continental breakfast 
8:15 a.m. Program begins with Paul Isely 
9:15 a.m. Panel discussion 
10:35 a.m. Media hour in River Overview Room 
DeVos Place, 303 Monroe Ave, Grand Rapids 
 
The event is free and open to the public; seating is limited and registration is required at 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0m4 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100 or Natalie 
Burns at Colliers at (616) 988-5824. 
 
EMBARGOED until 8:45 a.m. January 26, 2017 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: The full report, which is embargoed until 8:45 a.m. January 26, can be found at this 
Dropbox link: http://gvsu.edu/s/0mA. Video and photos will be added January 26.  
 
 
GVSU economist predicts slower growth for 2017 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — "The economic outlook for West Michigan is positive and steady with some 
unique challenges to overcome," said Paul Isely, professor of economics and associate dean in the 
Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 
 
Isely revealed his predictions for the West Michigan economy January 26, during the 2017 Colliers 
Annual West Michigan Economic and Commercial Real Estate Forecast event held at DeVos Place in 
Grand Rapids. 
 
His survey of the greater Grand Rapids economy (Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon, and Allegan counties) was 
conducted in November and December of 2016. 
 
Isely said the local economy will continue to grow in 2017, but at a slower pace. "Employment growth 
will slow to about 2 percent growth from running at 3, 4 or 5 percent during the last few years," he said. 
"Sales growth will improve to about 3 percent, but business leaders said while they see sales going up 
this year, they will need fewer workers to handle it." 
 
Isely said unique challenges for the local economy include the need for skilled labor, growth in the auto 
and furniture industries hitting a plateau, and strong national policy changes expected from the new 
administration. 
 
Isely added that construction has been strong for West Michigan, but there will be a shift to single-
family from multifamily residential in the upcoming years; he also said he expects the next recession to 
hit in two-to-three years. 
 
Overall findings for 2017: 
 
• The Current Business Confidence Index for 2016 is 78.3%, a small improvement from 2015; 
• The Forecast Business Confidence Index for 2017 is 80.7%; 
• Employment is expected to grow by 2.0–2.2% in 2017; 
• Overall nominal sales are expected to increase by 2.8–3.2% for 2017; 
• Export growth in 2017 is forecast for continued weakness; expected growth is between 1.6% 
and 3.6% for 2017; 
 
• All indicators signal the 2017 economy will continue to grow, but the pace, particularly in employment, 
will be slower than in 2016. 
 
For more information, contact Paul Isely at (616) 331-7418. 
  
MEDIA NOTE: Grand Valley Writer Series release, distributed January 24, has been updated below. 
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for March 23. 
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GVSU writers series to welcome award-winning authors to campus 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley Writers Series, which brings award-winning authors from around 
the world to campus each year, continues for the winter season with a two-for-one showcase of works 
by two Grand Valley faculty members: Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks. 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series presents Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks 
Tuesday, January 31 
Reading and book signing: 6-8 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
 
Huey, assistant professor of writing at Grand Valley, is the author of the poetry collection Ha Ha Thump 
(2015) and the chapbook The Insomniac Circus (2014). His poetry and essays have appeared in The Best 
American Poetry 2012, The Southern Review, Brevity, Poet Lore, The Collagist, The Cincinnati Review, and 
many other print and digital journals. The written works of Huey recently received prestigious validation 
when he was one of 37 authors out of a pool of 1,800 to be awarded a Creative Writing Fellowship in 
poetry from the National Endowment of the Arts (NEA). Huey said the $25,000 fellowship grant will 
provide him with the time and space needed to create, revise, conduct research and connect with his 
readers. Before coming to Grand Valley, Huey worked for more than a decade as an editor and reporter 
for newspapers in Florida, Kentucky and Michigan, including serving as assistant sports editor for Grand 
Rapids Press. 
 
Horrocks, associate professor of writing, is a writer of fiction and creative nonfiction. Her debut story 
collection, This Is Not Your City, was named a New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice, a Barnes and 
Noble Discover Great New Writers selection, and one of the best books of the year by the San Francisco 
Chronicle. Her stories and essays have appeared in anthologies, such as The Best American Short Stories, 
The PEN/O, Henry Prize Stories, and True Stories, among others. Horrocks' works have also appeared in 
journals, such as The New Yorker, The Paris Review, The Atlantic, and One Story. She also currently 
serves as the fiction editor of The Kenyon Review while crafting a novel and a second story collection. 
 
Below is a full list of scheduled Grand Valley Writers Series events. All presentations are free and open 
to the public. 
 
Amorak Huey and Caitlin Horrocks 
Tuesday, January 31, Allendale Campus 
Reading and book signing: 6-8 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center 
 
 
Vievee Francis and Matthew Olzmann 
Monday, February 27, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Craft talk: 6-7 p.m., DeVos Center, room 203E 
Reading and book signing: 7:30-8:50 p.m., DeVos Center University Club 
 
Bich Minh Nguyen 
Thursday, March 23, Allendale Campus 
Reading and book signing: 4-5:15 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 0072 
 
Austin Bunn 
Thursday, April 13, Allendale Campus 
Craft talk: 4-5:15 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215/16 
Reading and book signing: 6-7:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center 
 
For more information, contact Todd Kaneko at (616) 331-8064 or kanekot@gvsu.edu, or visit the Grand 
Valley Writers Series website. 
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GVSU partners with telemedicine provider 
Physician assistant students learn about online health care 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has partnered with Answers Health on Demand 
(AHOD) of Grand Rapids to give physician assistant students opportunities to learn about telemedicine. 
 
Telemedicine allows health care providers to offer online diagnosis and treatment for patients who have 
issues like child health concerns, fever, flu, ear pain, rashes and prescription refills, to name a few. 
 
"Telemedicine is the future of health care, so we want our students to gain a general understanding of 
how it works and how it can be utilized," said Martina Reinhold, assistant professor of physician 
assistant studies. 
 
Reinhold and Theresa Bacon-Baguley, associate dean for research in the College of Health Professions, 
initiated the integration of telemedicine into the physician assistant curriculum. 
 
"We look ahead and determine the needs of the future in order to prepare our students for what lies 
ahead in health care," said Bacon-Baguley. "We see the use of telemedicine growing." 
 
Students will participate in a rotation with AHOD providers to observe incoming telemedicine 
appointments, get an overview of billing and reimbursements and learn about the legal aspects of 
telemedicine. 
 
"AHOD is a telemedicine collaborative comprised of independent providers throughout Michigan who 
are working together to improve access to affordable, convenient care, and we are excited to partner 
with Grand Valley to help educate the next generation of providers,” said Haley Kamp, program 
manager for AHOD. 
 
Bacon-Baguley spearheaded the partnership with AHOD and said more in-depth exposure to 
telemedicine will soon be part of the curriculum for PA students. "I feel very fortunate to be part of an 
institution that values and supports programming that facilitates student success in a rapidly changing 
medical landscape." 
 
For more information, contact Theresa Bacon-Baguley at (616) 331-5700 or Karen Bigelow at (720) 237-
7358. 
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Health Forum at GVSU will focus on aging in place 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Helping senior citizens "age in place" longer and successfully will be the topic 
of the February Health Forum of West Michigan held at Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
"Aging in Place" is set for Friday, February 3, from 8-9:30 a.m. in the DeVos Center, 401 W. Fulton St. A 
light breakfast will begin at 7:30 a.m. 
 
Panelists are Julie Alicki, social work consultant with West Michigan Area Agency on Aging, and 
Dementia Friendly Grand Rapids; Dr. Iris Boettcher, geriatrics, Spectrum Health Medical Group; Mina 
Breuker, CEO and president of Holland Home; and Richard Kline, senior deputy director of the State of 
Michigan Aging and Adult Services Agency. Rebecca Davis, professor of nursing, Kirkhof College of 
Nursing, will serve as moderator. 
 
The event is free and open to the public; RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/vphealth. Free parking is 
available in Grand Valley’s Seward Street lot. 
 
Discussion will focus on area programs and resources that help seniors age in place, and the support 
that's needed. Kline will discuss the state's plan to provide services for this population. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/vphealth. 
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GVSU March 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
Arts at Noon Series 
All Arts at Noon concerts during the 39th season of the popular series will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at noon, and last approximately one hour. Every concert is free 
and open to the public. 
 
Wednesday, March 15 - loadbang 
The New York City-based new music chamber group loadbang has been building a new kind of music for 
mixed ensemble of trumpet, trombone, bass clarinet, and baritone voice since the ensemble's formation 
in 2008. Members of the ensemble include Carlos Cordeiro, bass clarinet; Andy Kozar, trumpet; Jeffrey 
Gavett, baritone voice; and William Lang, trombone. Their unique lung-powered instrumentation has 
provoked diverse responses from composers, resulting in a repertoire comprising an inclusive picture of 
composition today. loadbang has premiered more than 200 works, written by members of the 
ensemble, emerging artists and industry-leading composers. Their repertoire includes works by Pulitzer 
Prize winners David Lang and Charles Wuorinen, Rome Prize winners Andy Akiho and Paula Matthusen, 
and Guggenheim Fellow Alex Mincek. loadbang is known for its searing and unpredictable 
improvisations, exploring the edges of instrumental and vocal timbre and technique, and blurring the 
line between composed and extemporaneous music. 
 
Wednesday, March 22 - Jim Cooper Quartet 
The Jim Cooper Quartet is a newly formed ensemble of West Michigan jazz musicians, composers and 
educators. The group includes Jim Cooper, vibraphone and marimba; Robin Connell, piano and vocals; 
Warren Jones, acoustic bass; and Randy Marsh, drums. The quartet performs original pieces, as well as 
unique arrangements and vocalizations of jazz standards, combing jazz, Latin and world music 
influences. The quartet typically performs two ArtPrize Critics Choice winning jazz composition pieces: 
Cooper: Third Circle and Connell: Prism. 
 
Wednesday, March 29 - A Menagerie of Keyboards with Gregory Crowell 
During this Arts at Noon performance, Gregory Crowell will introduce and perform on an organ and 
three harpsichords, including a spinet harpsichord, a traverse harpsichord, and a grand harpsichord. 
Currently serving as university organist and affiliate professor of music general education at Grand 
Valley, Crowell is also the director of music at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Grand Rapids. Crowell has 
appeared as an organist, harpsichordist, clavichordist, lecturer and conductor in Germany, Holland, 
France, Italy, Spain, Japan and Canada. He has also performed at many international festivals and 
conventions, including the Boston Early Music Festival, Regional V Convention of the American Guild of 
Organists, and 10 National Conventions of the Organ Historical Society. 
  
============================================================ 
 
Theatre at Grand Valley presents Euripides' "Helen" 
March 24, 25, 30, 31 and April 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
March 26 and April 2, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: Adults $12, alumni, seniors, faculty and staff $10, students and groups $6 
In Euripides’ version of "Helen," the most beautiful woman in the world never abandoned her husband 
Menelaus for the Trojan prince Paris. Instead, the gods made Paris a phantom Helen from a cloud, and 
dropped off the real Helen in Egypt for safe-keeping during the Trojan War. Seventeen years later, 
Menelaus lands shipwrecked in Egypt with his reclaimed phantom bride. How will Helen persuade him 
that she is the real Helen? Can she escape marrying the Egyptian king and prevent him from killing 
Menelaus? Can her cunning win them a ship home to Greece? Is this a tragedy or a comedy? All of these 
questions will be answered when Grand Valley State University theater students perform Euripides' 
"Helen" March 24-April 2. For more information and to purchase tickets, contact the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
 
============================================================ 
 
Music and Dance 
For more information about all Music and Dance Department events, call (616) 331-3484. All Music and 
Dance Department events are free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU Jazz Concert 
March 2, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Large and Small Jazz Ensembles will perform during this free concert that is open to the 
public. 
 
GVSU Chamber Orchestra Concert featuring Pablo Mahave-Veglia 
March 28, at noon 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church (1006 Third Street, Muskegon) 
During this performance, Pablo Mahave-Veglia, professor of cello at Grand Valley, will perform Haydn's 
"Cello Concerto in C" alongside the GVSU Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Henry Duitman. 
 
New Music Ensemble Concert 
March 31, at 7:30 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center, room 1600 (Large Dance Studio), Allendale Campus 
During this special performance, Grand Valley State University's award-winning New Music Ensemble 
will perform a concert curated by retiring professor John Schuster-Craig. 
  
For Immediate Release 
February 2, 2017 
Contact: Leah Twilley, GVSU University Communications, (616) 331-2221, twilleyl@gvsu.edu 
 
 
New program, lab prepares GVSU students for cybersecurity careers 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — As data security becomes increasingly important to organizations worldwide, 
students at Grand Valley State University now have the opportunity to further their education in this 
fast-growing field. 
 
A concentration in cybersecurity has been added to the computing and information systems master's 
degree program; classes will begin in fall 2017. New graduate and undergraduate courses will cover 
topics such as software engineering, privacy, systems security, and digital forensics and investigations. 
 
The new concentration may provide students security of their own — job security. 
 
"Locally and nationally, there is a tremendous need for cybersecurity professionals," said Paul 
Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing. "Our industry partners tell us 
these professionals need to be strong both theoretically and practically, and it is our hope that the 
graduates from this program will make an immediate impact on the operations of their future 
employers." 
 
A new lab that provides hands-on data security experience will complement the concentration and new 
courses. The Network and Security Lab, located in Mackinac Hall on the Allendale Campus, will allow 
students to simulate fake cyber attacks and learn how to defend against them. 
 
Paul Leidig, director of the School of Computing and Information Systems, said a focus on data security 
is needed now more than ever. 
 
"The more reliant on technology and computing we become, the more protection we'll need from 
viruses, hackers and other threats," Leidig said. "Students have expressed an interest in learning more 
about cybersecurity, so the lab and concentration in the master's program will provide the opportunity 
for them to enhance their skills in this area." 
 
A group of professors helped design and organize the new space: Mostafa El-Said, associate professor 
and chair of information systems; Vijay Bhuse, assistant professor of computing and information 
systems; and Andrew Kalafut, associate professor of computing and information systems. 
 
Kalafut said the lab will provide students with critical insights into the minds of cyber attackers. 
 
"In order to know how to successfully defend against a hacker or virus, students must also learn how to 
attack a system. Students need to see both sides," he said. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley's University Communications office at (616) 331-2221. 
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Cybersecurity leader to speak at GVSU event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A former FBI special agent and leader on national security policy will be the 
keynote speaker for the Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture February 13 at Grand Valley State University's 
L. William Seidman Center, sponsored by the Seidman College of Business. 
 
Mike Rogers, who is also a former U.S. Rep. for Michigan's 8th District, will give a speech, "Global 
security means local problems: Space. Cyber. Expansionism. Politics." 
 
Mike Rogers/Secchia Breakfast Lecture 
February 13 
8-9 a.m. lecture; 7:30 a.m. breakfast 
L. William Seidman Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
RSVP by February 6 at www.gvsu.edu/seidman 
 
Rogers is the former chair of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence where he 
authorized and oversaw a budget of $70 billion that provided funding to the nation’s 17 intelligence 
agencies. Currently, Rogers hosts the nationally syndicated radio commentary "Something to Think 
About" on Westwood One. 
 
He is a CNN national security commentator, and hosts and produces CNN's "Declassified." Rogers sits on 
the board of IronNet Cybersecurity and MITRE Corporation, and advises Next Century Corporation and 
Trident Capital. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. RSVP is required at www.gvsu.edu/seidman. For more 
information, contact the Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
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H.W. Brands to address Truman, MacArthur conflict at Hauenstein Center event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A popular U.S. general and an extremely unpopular president were central 
characters in a political drama that unfolded in the 1950s in the United States, and distinguished 
historian H.W. Brands will discuss the showdown between President Harry Truman and General Douglas 
MacArthur at an event on February 9. 
 
The event, hosted by the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University, 
and in partnership with the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation, Library and Museum, will feature an 
engaging discussion about the showdown between the two powerful leaders that took place during the 
challenges of the Korean War and the hysteria of McCarthyism. 
 
Brands will base his lecture on the research he conducted for his latest New York Times best-selling 
book, The General vs. The President. 
 
H.W. Brands: The General vs. The President 
February 9 at 7 p.m. 
Eberhard Center Room 215 
Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
This event is free and open to the public, but registration is requested at hauensteincenter.org/rsvp 
A book sale and signing will take place following Brands' lecture. 
 
Brands is an American educator, author and historian. He has authored 25 books on U.S. history and 
biography. He is the Dickson Allen Anderson Centennial Professor of History and a Professor of 
Government at the University of Texas at Austin. His works have twice been selected as finalists for the 
Pulitzer Prize. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org 
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GVSU economist: Growth resumes 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy is reflecting growth from the typical January 
"back to work mode," according to a Grand Valley State University economist. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
January. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) has returned to a normal pace of +8, up from -
5. The production index edged up to +8 from +3. The index of purchases rose to +6 from +3. The 
employment index dropped slightly to +6, down from +7. 
 
"Many of our industrial groups are showing signs of topping out, so growth for the first quarter in West 
Michigan will probably be just modestly positive," said Long. "The auto parts suppliers continue to raise 
concern over the recent softening in auto sales, but remain positive about the 2017 outlook. For the 
office furniture industry, most signs point toward sales topping out." 
 
Long said the January trend for capital equipment manufacturers was modestly positive. He said the 
strong housing market has fueled some significant growth for the tier one and tier two suppliers that 
survived the housing crisis. 
 
He added that some business leaders feel the post-election mood has resulted in a more optimistic 
outlook for 2017. "The biggest incentive for small businesses is the possibility of corporate tax rates 
being lowered by historical proportions," said Long. "The tax code has grown extremely complicated, 
and most small businesses aren't able to conglomerate all of the loopholes to reduce their tax rates 
below the statutory rate of 35 percent. Although the proposed 15 percent rate is probably not realistic, 
a rate of 20 percent is more likely." 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." An expanded version of this 
report can be found in the Dropbox link provided above under media note. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU again named a Best Workplace for Commuters 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has again been named a "Best Workplace for 
Commuters" for 2017 by Best Workplaces for Commuters (BWC). The university has received the 
designation each year since 2009. 
 
The BWC program is managed by the Center for Urban Transportation Research with support from the 
National Center for Transit Research and the Florida Department of Transportation. 
 
The "Best Workplaces for Commuters" designation recognizes employers across the country who offer 
exceptional employer-provided commuter benefits that meet National Standard of Excellence criteria. 
 
To earn the national designation, employers must provide benefits that result in at least 14 percent of 
their employees no longer driving alone to-and-from work within a 12-month period.   
 
GVSU Transportation Services partners with The Rapid, which also made the list, to offer a variety of 
sustainable transportation options for Grand Valley faculty, staff and students, including carpooling and 
car rental options, park and ride options, and bike rental opportunities. All faculty, staff and students 
can ride any Rapid bus route for free; in 2016 ridership was at 2.6 million. 
 
For more information, visit bestworkplaces.org. 
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Partnership with Wayne State University School of Medicine gives GVSU students enhanced admission 
opportunities 
 
DETROIT — Leaders from two public universities today signed a partnership agreement that provides 
Grand Valley State University premedical students enhanced opportunities for admission to Wayne 
State University School of Medicine. 
 
The Early Assurance Program was introduced by leaders from Grand Valley and Wayne State's School of 
Medicine at the GVSU Detroit Center during a Grand Valley Board of Trustees meeting. 
 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for health at GVSU, said the program reserves up to five medical school 
spots for qualified Grand Valley students who are interested in practicing medicine. Recruitment will 
begin this spring for students who would be admitted to medical school in 2018. 
 
Richard S. Baker, M.D., vice dean for medical education and professor of ophthalmology at WSU, said 
the program also acts as a recruitment initiative that supports groups that are underrepresented in 
medicine, including students from underserved high schools or those who are first-generation college 
students. 
 
“Our partnership with Grand Valley is an important step toward our commitment to recruiting the best 
and brightest students from throughout the state of Michigan whose career goals align with our mission 
as a nationally recognized top-tier medical school known for urban clinical excellence," Baker said. 
 
Nagelkerk said the program will provide enhanced opportunities for students who are interested in 
practicing in underserved areas or who are dedicated to careers in medicine. 
 
An added benefit of the program, Nagelkerk added, is students will not have to submit multiple 
applications to medical schools, which affords them an opportunity to concentrate on broadening their 
knowledge base and skill set while engaging in high-impact learning experiences. 
 
About Grand Valley State University 
 
Grand Valley State University attracts more than 25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-
of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan 
counties and dozens of other states and foreign countries. Grand Valley offers undergraduate and 
graduate degree programs in 200+ areas of study from campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and 
Holland, and from regional centers in Detroit, Muskegon, and Traverse City. The university is dedicated 
to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional classroom experience, with research 
opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
About Wayne State University 
 
Wayne State University is a premier urban research institution offering nearly 350 academic programs 
through 13 schools and colleges to more than 27,000 students. Founded in 1868, the Wayne State 
University School of Medicine educates more than 1,000 medical students annually in Midtown Detroit. 
In addition to undergraduate medical education, the school offers master’s degree, Ph.D. and M.D.-
Ph.D. programs in 14 areas of basic science to about 400 students annually. Follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram @waynemedicine | Facebook/WayneStateMedSchool 
  
For Immediate Release 
February 10, 2017 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
 
Grand Valley approves audiology doctorate, housing rates and campus projects 
 
DETROIT — Grand Valley State University Board of Trustees members approved a Doctor of Audiology 
degree during their February 10 meeting held at the GVSU Detroit Center in downtown Detroit. 
 
The 84-credit program will include clinical/experiential learning and a 12-month internship. The clinical 
degree is designed to educate students to be expert practitioners. 
 
The program, to begin in fall 2018, will be accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation in 
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Students who successfully complete the program will be 
eligible for the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Audiology awarded by the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association, and for Licensure in Audiology awarded by the State of Michigan. 
 
In other board action: 
 
• Students will see a modest increase in room and board rates beginning with the fall 2017 semester; 
the board voted to increase the rate by 2.4 percent. The average cost for living on campus per semester 
will increase by $26 (or 1.7 percent); the cost per semester in a traditional living center will be $2,750. 
 
• The board approved funding for the Mackinac Ravine Restoration Project on the Allendale Campus. 
The project will restore a ravine that has been degraded by excessive storm water. The project includes 
raising the level of the ravine bottom, and installing appropriate vegetation for protection of trees and 
other wildlife that could be affected by the project. Sidewalk and utility improvements will also be made 
on the south side of the Padnos Hall of Science. The budget for the project is about $4 million. 
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Grand Valley State signs on as full partner with Detroit Promise 
 
DETROIT — Grand Valley State University just made it easier for more Detroit high school students to 
become Lakers. President Thomas J. Haas signed documents in Detroit making the university a full 
partner in the Detroit Promise. 
 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan; Sandy Baruah, CEO of the Detroit Regional Chamber; and Peter Remington, 
president and CEO of the Michigan Education Excellence Foundation, participated in the February 10 
signing ceremony at the GVSU Detroit Center. The Detroit Promise, which is funded by the foundation 
and administered by the Detroit Regional Chamber, ensures that Detroit students graduating from a 
high school within the city will have a tuition-free path to a college degree. 
 
"Grand Valley is delighted to become a full partner in a program that puts a college degree within the 
reach of many more students from Detroit," said Haas. "We specialize in student success and appreciate 
the Detroit Promise's requirement that students stay on track to graduation. 
 
"Grand Valley has the best graduation rate among Michigan's regional universities, and we know that 
college-bound students from Detroit will find their passion and obtain a degree at our university. We're 
excited about the partnership with students, the chamber and the city." 
 
The Detroit Promise covers tuition costs not covered by grants and other scholarships students receive. 
It grew from an initial effort by the Michigan Education Excellence Foundation and the Detroit Regional 
Chamber to help students from Detroit pursue education beyond high school. 
 
"Grand Valley is an outstanding university and we are happy to continue to send Detroit's talent to 
GVSU," said Duggan. "This partnership is one of the most important things we have done in the city to 
help our top students pursue education at a four-year university." 
 
Grand Valley became the 12th four-year university to participate in the program. 
 
"This partnership is an unprecedented opportunity for the City of Detroit," said Baruah. "We are 
honored to have Grand Valley on board, participating in this true partnership among the state, the city 
and our university and philanthropic communities." 
 
Remington said: "The state is dedicated to making sure students are career and college ready to ensure 
every child in the city has the opportunity to make choices for continued education." 
 
To qualify for the Detroit Promise, students must be a resident of the city, attend a high school in 
Detroit, register for the Detroit Promise by June 30, 2017, and be admitted to a participating college. 
More information can be found at http://www.detroitchamber.com/econdev/education-and-
talent/detroit-promise/. 
 
To find out about Grand Valley State University and how to apply, visit www.gvsu.edu. 
 
Grand Valley State University is a comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan 
counties and dozens of other states and foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 88 undergraduate and 37 
graduate degree programs from campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from centers in 
Muskegon, Traverse City and Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, 
going beyond the traditional classroom experience, with research opportunities and business 
partnerships. 
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Reception will celebrate exhibition of Latino stories, photos 
-- GVSU joins community partners for Nuestra Comunidad Hispana 
 
HOLLAND, Mich. — Stories and photographs of more than 50 Holland area Latino residents will be 
displayed at the Herrick District Library on February 28. 
 
A reception to celebrate the collection will begin at 6 p.m. at the library, 300 S. River Ave. It is free and 
open to the public. 
 
Nuestra Comunidad Hispana was a collaborative partnership among Latin Americans United for 
Progress, Herrick District Library, Grand Valley State University's Kutsche Office of Local History, GVSU 
Meijer Campus in Holland, City of Holland, and Holland Museum. 
 
Kimberly McKee, director of the Kutsche Office of Local History, said this is the second story collection of 
Latino residents. This year's exhibit was funded by a grant from the Michigan Humanities Council to 
LAUP. 
 
Stories and photographs collected through this project will be available permanently in the genealogy 
section of the library. 
 
More information is available online at www.gvsu.edu/kutsche. 
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Health Forum held at GVSU campus will detail Zika virus 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Panelists will discuss the Zika virus and its impact locally and globally during a 
Health Forum of West Michigan event. 
 
"Understanding the Zika Virus" is set for Friday, March 3, at the DeVos Center, 401 Fulton St. W, on 
Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. A light breakfast will be served at 7:30 a.m. 
and the presentation will begin at 8. 
 
The event, hosted by Grand Valley's Office of the Vice Provost for Health, is free and open to the public; 
free parking is available in the Grand Valley Seward Street parking ramp/lot. 
 
Panelists are Juliet Bedford, research associate at Oxford University and founder/director of 
Anthrologica; Dr. Andrew Jameson, infectious disease unit at Mercy Health Saint Mary's; Michael 
Kaufman, faculty member in the Department of Entomology at Michigan State University. The 
moderator is Kristin Hedges, assistant professor of anthropology at Grand Valley. 
 
RSVP for the event online at www.gvsu.edu/vphealth. 
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New scholarship created for GVSU students who teach in Detroit 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new scholarship is available to Grand Valley State University students who 
choose to fulfill their student teaching requirement in a Detroit GVSU-authorized charter school. The 
scholarship is being offered through the university's Charter Schools Office and College of Education. 
 
The Detroit Student Teacher Scholarship will be available for up to 20 students this fall, and will cover 
the tuition cost of their semester of student teaching — approximately $6,500. 
 
"The Grand Valley students will learn how to positively shape a new teaching environment while 
learning to overcome the challenges that accompany it," said Tim Wood, Grand Valley's associate vice 
president for charter schools. "They will also be serving students who need the highest amount of 
additional academic assistance." 
 
College of Education officials also said the scholarship arrangement is beneficial to students. 
 
"We are always looking for ways to help our students find good educational opportunities where they 
can develop their teaching experience," said Keith Vree, associate director for undergraduate programs 
in the College of Education. "This scholarship provides both a financial incentive to teach in a new 
environment, and also opens doors to possible job opportunities after our students graduate." 
 
Seven students earned the scholarship this semester; all are teaching in one of three GVSU-authorized 
Detroit charter schools. 
 
The scholarship is available to any undergraduate student who is preparing to do a semester of student 
teaching and has completed their Professional Readiness Exam (PRE). Twenty scholarships are available. 
 
For more information, visit gvsu.edu/cso. 
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GVSU celebrates Women's History Month 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A visit from a female Holocaust survivor and a research study presentation about 
female leaders of color in West Michigan are just two of many events planned at Grand Valley State 
University to celebrate March as Women’s History Month. 
 
Some events are highlighted below; see a complete list at gvsu.edu/women_cen. Most events are free 
and open to the public. 
 
Invisible Walls, Ceilings and Floors: Championing the Voices and Inclusion of Female Leaders of Color: 
March 2, noon-1:30 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center Allendale Campus and March 16, 6-7:30 
p.m., Loosemore Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Two Grand Valley State University alumnae — 
Patricia Sosa VerDuin and Shannon Cohen — will reveal research they conducted as W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation Community Leadership Network fellows about race, gender and leadership in West 
Michigan. 
 
Celebrating Women and the Environment: March 2, 2-3:30 p.m., 2266 Kirkhof Center, Allendale 
Campus. Winona LaDuke, executive director of Honor the Earth, will deliver a lecture about her work on 
tribal land claims, preservation and sustainable development. 
 
International Women's Day: March 8. Campus members are encouraged to discuss changes they want 
to see that impact women. 
 
A Light in the Dark: A Survivor's Story of the Holocaust: March 15, 7 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof 
Center, Allendale Campus. Holocaust survivor Magda Brown will share her story of courage, 
remembrance and hope. It is sponsored by Hillel at Grand Valley. 
 
EqualiTEA: March 20, 3 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center, Allendale Campus. Students, faculty 
and staff members will participate in a centuries-old tradition of combining tea parties with discussions 
of literature, politics and reform. RSVP at www.gvsu.edu/women_cen.  
 
Women's Commission's Celebrating Women Awards: March 30, 3-4:30 p.m., 2250 Kirkhof Center, 
Allendale Campus. The Women’s Commission will recognize men and women who have made a positive 
impact on the lives of women. It is co-sponsored by the Women's Center. RSVP at 
www.gvsu.edu/wcommission. 
 
The month-long celebration is organized by the Women's Center, which is celebrating its 15-year 
anniversary. The center was founded in 2001 as a space to create meaningful learning opportunities 
about women and gender, and to advocate for gender justice through education, engagement and 
empowerment. 
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GVSU April 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
Arts at Noon Series 
All Arts at Noon concerts during the 39th season of the popular series will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at noon, and last approximately one hour. Every concert is free 
and open to the public. 
 
Wednesday, April 5 - Percussion Group 1501 
Percussion Group 1501 was formed to cultivate a wide variety of percussion music that represents the 
diverse backgrounds of each of the four members of the ensemble, which include Joshua Dreyer, Alex 
Hamel, Samuel Gould and Greg Secor. Music presented at this concert will include traditional and 
contemporary selections performed on the Gyil, an African marimba native to Ghana, West Africa, 
considered to be a grandparent to many of the keyboard percussion instruments of today. Music for 
steel pans and percussion from the Soca and Calypso music traditions of Trinidad and Tobago will also 
be presented in a new and unique arrangement by Percussion 1501. Finally, the ensemble will perform 
"Credo in U.S.," a musical composition by John Cage originally written in 1942 in the wake of Pearl 
Harbor. 
 
============================================================ 
 
Theatre at Grand Valley presents Euripides' "Helen" 
April 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
April 2, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: Adults $12; alumni, seniors, faculty and staff $10; students and groups $6 
In Euripides’ version of "Helen," the most beautiful woman in the world never abandoned her husband 
Menelaus for the Trojan prince, Paris. Instead, the gods made Paris a phantom Helen from a cloud, and 
dropped off the real Helen in Egypt for safe-keeping during the Trojan War. Seventeen years later, 
Menelaus lands shipwrecked in Egypt with his reclaimed phantom bride. How will Helen persuade him 
that she is the real Helen? Can she escape marrying the Egyptian king and prevent him from killing 
Menelaus? Can her cunning win them a ship home to Greece? Is this a tragedy or a comedy? All of these 
questions will be answered when Grand Valley theater students perform Euripides' "Helen" March 24-
April 2. For more information, contact the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
  
============================================================ 
 
Music and Dance 
For more information about all Music and Dance Department events, call (616) 331-3484. All events are 
free and open to the public. 
 
Baum Series Recital: Boris Slutsky, piano 
April 2, at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Consistently acclaimed for his exquisite tonal beauty and superb artistry, Boris Slutsky emerged on the 
international music scene when he captured the First Prize along with every major prize, including the 
Audience Prize and Wihelm Backhaus Award, at the 1981 William Kapell International Piano Competition 
at the University of Maryland. His other accomplishments include first prizes at the Kosciuszko Chopin 
Competition and San Antonio International Keyboard Competition, and major prizes at the International 
Bach Competition in Memory of Glenn Gould, Gina Bachauer, Busoni, Rina Sala Gallo, and Ettore Pozzoli 
International Piano Competitions. Since his orchestral debut at Carnegie Hall with the New York Youth 
Symphony in 1980, Slutsky has appeared on nearly every continent as soloist and recitalist. He currently 
serves as the Piano Department chair at The Peabody Conservatory of Music. 
 
GVSU Senior Dance Concert 
April 7 and 8, at 7 p.m. 
Dance Studio Theatre (room 1600), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Join GVSU Dance Program seniors as they showcase their choreography and performance in their 
Capstone concert. Original works will be presented by Delaney Dickens, Robin Hutchings, Amadeo 
Lopez-Keranen, Ashley Paradise and Kaye Suarez. 
 
GVSU Early Music Ensemble Concert 
April 8, at 5 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Under the direction of Pablo Mahave-Veglia, professor of cello at Grand Valley State University, the 
GVSU Early Music Ensemble will be joined by Gregory Crowell, professor of organ and music general 
education at Grand Valley, as well as guest artists Sarah Huebsch (oboe), Leighann Daihl (flute), and 
Keith Collins (bassoon). Repertoire for this performance will include works by Bach, Telemann, 
Monteverdi, and others. The GVSU Early Music Ensemble is dedicated to the performance of pre-
classical repertoire utilizing period instruments, or faithful modern replicas, as well as historically 
informed performance practice. 
 
GVSU University Arts Chorale and Cantate Chamber Ensemble Concert 
April 9, at 5 p.m. 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church (134 Division Ave. North, Grand Rapids) 
A part of the Sacred Sounds Concert Series, the Grand Valley Cantate Chamber Ensemble and University 
Arts Chorale will present a varied concert of choral music including “Lobet den Herrn” by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, “Alleluia” by Paul Basler and works by Daniel Elder and Kim Arnessen. 
 
  
GVSU Low Brass Chamber Music Concert 
April 9, from 7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Members of the GVSU Tuba and Euphonium Studio, and Trombone Studio will showcase their chamber 
music talents through a performance of classical, romantic and contemporary compositions.  
 
Recital for International Guests of Grand Valley State University 
April 12, from 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The Recital for International Guests promises to be a celebration of diversity at Grand Valley State 
University as several music majors from the U.S., South Korea and China will perform, including Da sol 
Um, Yushan Ying, Aileen Chung, Jinah Lee, Bryce Kyle, Anna Vander Boon and Grace Brylinski. 
 
GVSU Concert Band Concert 
April 12, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
During this April 12 performance, the Grand Valley State University Concert Band will perform 
"Euphoria" by John Frantzen, "The World is Waiting for the Sunrise" by Harry Alford, "Chester" by 
William Schuman, "Lights Out" by Alex Shapiro, "Four Scottish Dances" by Malcolm Arnold and "Stars 
and Stripes Forever" by John Philip Sousa. The ensemble will be joined by Dan Graser, assistant 
professor of saxophone at Grand Valley, as a solosit for "The Girl with the Flaxen Hair (La fille aux 
cheveux de lin)" by Claude Debussy. 
 
GVSU Jazz Concert 
April 13, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Large and Small Jazz Ensembles will perform during this free concert that is open to the 
public. 
 
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert 
April 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus     
This Grand Valley State University Symphonic Wind Ensemble concert will feature this year’s Concerto 
Competition Winners with Morales’s "Concerto for Two Trumpets" played by a euphonium duo. The 
concert will also include "English Dances Set II" by Malcolm Arnold, "Sketches on a Tudor Psalm" by 
Fisher Tull, "Barnum & Bailey’s Favorite" by Karl L. King, and Gilbert and Sullivan’s "Pineapple Poll." 
 
Piano and Clarinet Studios of Helen Marlais and Arthur Campbell Recital 
April 15, from 2-6 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Grand Valley State University students of Helen Marlais, associate professor of piano, and Arthur 
Campbell, professor of clarinet will perform during this free concert. This event is free and open to the 
public. 
 
  
GVSU Symphony Orchestra Concert featuring Concerto Competition Winners 
April 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
During this performance, Grand Valley State University will present its finest solo work with the 
Symphony Orchestra. The final concert of the season will begin with Nicolai's delightful "Merry Wives of 
Windsor Overture" and will conclude as Henry Duitman, GVSU Symphony Orchestra director, conducts 
the ensemble in one of Richard Strauss' monumental tone poems, "Death and Transfiguration." 
 
"The Road to Peace" Choral Concert 
April 18, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
This choral concert featuring the University Singers and Women's Select Ensemble from Grand Valley 
State University will present "The Road to Peace" — a compilation of songs written by composers from 
around the world speaking of peace. Selections during this concert will include "Prelude to Piece" by Z. 
Randall Stroope, "Homeland" by Gustav Holst, "The Peace of Wild Things" by Joan Szymko, "Still I Rise" 
by Rosephanye Powell, and many more. 
 
GVSU Faculty Recital featuring Pablo Mahave-Veglia 
April 19, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Pablo Mahave-Veglia, associate professor of music and Early Music Ensemble director at Grand Valley 
State University, will perform a rare five-string cello, assisted by Gregory Crowell, professor of organ and 
music general education at Grand Valley, on harpsichord during this free concert. The event is open to 
the public. 
 
GVSU Varsity Men's Glee Club Concert 
April 20, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
The Grand Valley State University Varsity Men's Glee Club performs during this free concert. The 
performance is open to the public. 
 
GVSU Spring Dance Concert 
April 22, at 7 p.m. 
April 23, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Join the GVSU Dance Company and Freshman Dance Company as they perform a diverse collection of 
dance works choreographed by faculty and featured guest artists, including Autumn Eckman, Mark 
Haim, and Melissa Hale Coyle. 
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GVSU celebrates International Women's Day 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — As the world celebrates International Women's Day March 8, Grand Valley State 
University is paying tribute its own women who are leaders, mentors and trailblazers. 
 
Grand Valley enrolls, graduates and employs strong women who are celebrated every day. At Grand 
Valley: 24 of 50 student senators are women, 608 of 1,195 faculty members are women, and 253 of 577 
student athletes are women. 
 
Their impact and accomplishments can be felt around the world. Here are just a few examples: 
 
— Study: diversity on corporate boards brings value 
 
Companies with boards made up of at least 25 percent women or minorities are the most profitable, 
according to a study by two Grand Valley researchers. Read more: http://gvsu.edu/s/0oz. 
 
— Engineering alumnae start doctoral programs 
 
A group of women in engineering are taking what they learned at Grand Valley to develop original 
research at doctoral programs across the U.S. The biomedical engineering graduates are conducting 
research that focuses on neuroengineering. Read more: http://gvsu.edu/s/0ow. 
 
— Alumnae's research: leadership advancement for women of color 
 
Two Grand Valley alumni who conducted research about race, gender and leadership found that women 
of color who are in leadership positions in West Michigan reported doing more work than their titles 
indicate and feel like an outsider in their workplaces or volunteer groups. Shannon Cohen and Patricia 
Sosa VerDuin surveyed 120 female leaders as part of their fellowship with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Community Leadership Network. Read more: http://gvsu.edu/s/0ox. 
 
— New organization strives to recruit women in STEM fields 
 
A faculty member, students and representatives from area colleges created a West Michigan chapter of 
the Association for Women in Science. AWIS is the largest multi-disciplinary organization that offers 
programs for women in STEM fields through advocacy, research and professional development. There 
are 20,000 members worldwide. Read more: http://gvsu.edu/s/0oy. 
 
The Women's Center at Grand Valley organizes educational events and activities in March during 
Women's History Month. See all events at gvsu.edu/women_cen. The university's Women's Commission 
has been advocating for all women at Grand Valley for nearly 20 years. 
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GVSU economist: Back to double-digit growth 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The economic rally for industrial markets in West Michigan continues, 
according to a Grand Valley State University economist. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
February. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) bounced to +25, up significantly from +8. The 
production index rose to +17 from +8. The index of purchases jumped to +19 from +6. The employment 
index rose to +12, up from +6. 
 
"The auto parts suppliers continue to raise concern over the recent softening in auto sales but remain 
positive about the 2017 outlook," said Long. "For the office furniture industry, a few of the firms are 
continuing to set sales records, although many signs still point toward sales topping out. The capital 
equipment rally which started in January is still moving forward and the performance for the industrial 
distributors continues to be positive for some firms, but others are seasonally stagnant." 
 
Long said most of the state, local and national statistics are continuing to improve.  
 
"Even the world economy continues to show modest improvement," he said. "The term 'Trump Rally' 
has been applied to the stock market, which has risen about 17 percent since Election Day. Overall, 
there is now a new wave of optimism, partially driven by expectations for decreased regulation and 
lower taxes." 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." An expanded version of this 
report can be found in the Dropbox link provided above under media note. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU Night at Comerica Park tickets on sale 
 
DETROIT — Comerica Park in Detroit could turn blue during a special Detroit Tigers game night created 
for the Grand Valley State University community. 
 
"GVSU Night at Comerica Park" on July 26 is a special opportunity for Grand Valley students, faculty and 
staff members, alumni, friends and family to join as a community and celebrate the university at a Tigers 
game. 
 
Game details: 
 
Wednesday, July 26, 7 p.m.; Detroit Tigers host Kansas City Royals 
 
$5 from each ticket purchased via www.gvsu.edu/tigers/ will support the Grand Valley Scholarship Fund, 
a general fund dedicated to supporting students through scholarships. The first 1,500 fans who purchase 
tickets will receive a special co-branded Tigers/Grand Valley hat. 
 
Ticket prices and stadium sections are listed below. 
 
Many campus departments are sponsoring this event. Courtney Geurink, assistant director of Alumni 
Relations, said she hopes many campus community members participate. 
 
“GVSU Night at Comerica Park is an opportunity for the university community to ultimately showcase 
our Laker Pride while enjoying a Tigers game," Geurink said. "We want to see Comerica decked out in 
blue, black and white!” 
 
Details are posted at www.gvsu.edu/tigers/. Ticket prices are listed below and include a $5 donation to 
scholarship fund. 
 
• Lower Baseline Box (Sections 112-114 & 141-143) $49 package price 
• Upper Box Infield (Sections 321-337 rows 1-10) $39 package price 
• Upper Reserve Infield (Sections 321-337 rows 11-20) $34 package price 
• Mezzanine (Sections 210-218) $29 package price 
• Upper Grand Stand (Sections 338-343) $26 package price 
 
Fans can reserve a seat on a bus for $15 per person; it will leave the Allendale Campus at 2 p.m., stop at 
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus, and will arrive in Detroit by 5:30 p.m., returning after the game. RSVP for 
a space online at www.gvsu.edu/tigers/. 
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Physician assisted suicide topic for next DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Two doctors who are national experts on physician assisted suicide will give 
presentations on the subject during the DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy at Grand Valley State University. 
 
"The Ethics of Physician Assisted Suicide" will be held Monday, March 27, from 6-8 p.m. in the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences, 301 Michigan St. NE. Refreshments will be served at 5:30 p.m. The 
event is free and open to the public; RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/colloquy/. Free parking will be 
available in Grand Valley's Prospect Street parking lot. 
 
Speakers are Dr. Robert Arnold, professor of internal medicine at the University of Pittsburgh Center for 
Bioethics and Health Law; and Dr. Timothy Quill, professor of medicine, psychiatry and medical 
humanities at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. The moderator is Paul 
Reitemeier, corporate director of clinical ethics for Beaumont Health and former Grand Valley professor. 
 
Arnold has extensively published articles on end-of-life care, hospice and palliative care, doctor-patient 
communication and ethics education. He is currently working with the UPMC Health System to develop 
system-wide, integrative palliative services. He is the past-president of the American Society of Bioethics 
and Humanities as well as the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 
 
Quill was the lead physician plaintiff in a 1997 Supreme Court case (Quill v. Vacco) that challenged a 
New York law prohibiting physician-assisted death. He has focused work on doctor-patient relationships, 
including delivering bad news and exploring last-resort options. He is the author of "Physician-Assisted 
Dying: The Case for Palliative Care and Patient Choice," "Caring for Patients at the End of Life," and "A 
Midwife Through the Dying Process." 
 
The DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy is held twice per year and hosted by Grand Valley's Office of the Vice 
Provost for Health. Grand Valley began hosting this series in 2015, after receiving a gift from the Richard 
and Helen DeVos Foundation. 
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GVSU composition competition to examine media overload 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University students will put their composing skills to the test 
when they create original pieces of music for an upcoming competition inspired by the current Art 
Gallery exhibition "Comfortably Numb." 
 
The one-minute compositions will be performed by Grand Valley's award-winning New Music Ensemble 
in rapid succession and judged by a guest panel and the listening audience for various prizes. 
 
The competition will take place Friday, March 17, from 7:30-9:30 p.m., in the Art Gallery (room 1121), 
located in the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale Campus. 
 
"Comfortably Numb," created by Nayda Collazo-Llorens, combines more than 2,000 pieces of clippings 
from various magazines and other printed materials, and stands nine feet high and spans across 45 feet 
of wall space. Collazo-Llorens, the Art and Design Department's Padnos Distinguished Artist-in-
Residence, said the piece spotlights media overload in today's world. 
 
Jack Sligh, a senior majoring in music composition, said he approached his two composition submissions 
in very different ways. 
 
"One is a straightforward interpretation of media overload during which the instruments all start to blur 
together into a mess," he said. "The other is a stylistic subversion of the whole idea based on the title in 
a jolly style as an old-timey folk tune. If we are in fact comfortably numb to all of this daily media 
exposure, then we're left with something completely normal." 
 
The exhibition serves as one of the culminating projects of Collazo-Llorens' residency as the Stuart and 
Barbara Padnos Distinguished Artist-in-Residence. Her residency will conclude at the end of the 2016-17 
academic year. 
 
"Comfortably Numb" will be on display through March 31. For more information about the composition 
competition or the exhibition, visit gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
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Students to compete in STEM contests during GVSU Science Olympiad 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — More than 1,000 local middle and high school students will spend March 18 
building bottle rockets, constructing hovercrafts, solving crimes, exploring the chemistry of food and 
much more during the 33rd annual Region 12 Science Olympiad tournament. 
 
The competition, presented by Grand Valley State University's Regional Math and Science Center, will 
take place from 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. in the Fieldhouse arena on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Students from more than 60 middle and high schools from across West Michigan will showcase their 
knowledge in biology, earth science, chemistry, physics and technology during various contests. 
 
Winners of this year’s competition will advance to the state tournament April 29. 
 
Science Olympiad is an international non-profit organization devoted to improving the quality of science 
education by increasing student interest in the field, while providing recognition for outstanding 
achievements in science education by both students and teachers. 
 
During Grand Valley’s first Science Olympiad Tournament in 1984, 26 teams competed from schools in 
Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon, Allegan and Oceana counties. Approximately 70 teams sign up to compete 
each year. 
 
For 26 years, Grand Valley's Regional Math and Science Center has provided educational resources and 
programs to K-12 students and educators across Michigan. The RMSC collaborates with approximately 
6,000 students and more than 600 teachers in approximately 42 school districts within Kent, Ottawa and 
Montcalm counties each year. 
 
Members of the media who are interested in attending can check-in and receive press packets and 
passes in room 192 in the Fieldhouse. 
 
For more information about the Science Olympiad Tournament, contact Chelsea Ridge, RMSC math 
program coordinator, at (616) 331-3172, or visit www.gvsu.edu/mso-r12. 
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Holocaust survivor to visit Grand Valley 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A woman who survived the Holocaust and escaped imprisonment will give a 
presentation at Grand Valley State University on March 15, as part of Women's History Month. 
 
In 1944, Magda Brown, from Hungary, was sent to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in 
Poland, where she was separated from her family. She spent time at a work camp before escaping with 
several other prisoners during a march to Buchenwald. They were discovered and liberated by American 
soldiers. Brown, now 89 years old, moved to the U.S. in 1946. She is a great aunt of Samantha Murray, a 
Grand Valley student who is president of the university's Hillel chapter. 
 
Brown's presentation will take place from 7-9 p.m. in room 2250 of the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale 
Campus. 
 
Hillel member Robin Hutchings said Brown's presentation will be recorded and donated to Grand 
Valley's archives for future campus community members to watch. 
 
"Magda loves presenting to university students because she feels we have a great ability to make 
change in our societies," said Hutchings. 
 
Brown was united with her brother, Miklos Brown, in 1962. For 40 years, Brown worked in a physician's 
office as a certified medical assistant. She is an active member and past president of the American 
Association of Medical Assistants, Illinois Society. She is also a member of the Speaker's Bureau of the 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center. Learn more about Brown at www.magdabrown.com. 
 
The event is organized by Grand Valley's Women's Center and Hillel chapter. Hillel International is a 
Jewish campus organization. 
 
For more information, contact Hutchings at hutchiro@mail.gvsu.edu. 
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River City Water Festival celebrates role of Grand River 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The third annual River City Water Festival, a community event celebrating the 
Grand River and its role in shaping the city of Grand Rapids, will be held March 25 at the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum. 
 
The free event is sponsored by the Groundswell initiative through the College of Education at Grand 
Valley State University in partnership with the West Michigan Environmental Action Council. 
 
The festival will feature hands-on, educational activities designed to engage participants about the need 
to protect water resources. Participants will learn how small actions at home can make a big difference 
in the quality of the Grand River. 
 
An awards ceremony will be held to honor the top three winners of the Water Superhero Poster Contest 
that was open to area 5th, 6th and 7th grade students. The grand prize went to Jolene Barcelo, a 5th 
grade student at Grand Rapids Montessori. The top 20 posters will be on display at the museum during 
the festival. 
 
River City Water Festival 
Saturday, March 25 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. *Awards ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Grand Rapids Public Museum, first floor 
272 Pearl St. NW 
Free and open to the public 
 
Festival activities will be led by Grand Valley's Annis Water Resources Institute, the Blandford Nature 
Center, John Ball Zoo, Plaster Creek Stewards, the City of Grand Rapids Environmental Services 
Department, Kent Conservation District, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, and more. 
 
Financial support for the event comes from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, as well as Grand Valley's College of Education. 
 
For more information visit http://groundswellmi.org/river-city-water-festival. 
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GVSU students selected to design device for NASA 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A group of Grand Valley State University students is reaching for the stars by 
working with NASA to build a device that can be used during future space missions.  
 
The group — Grand Valley North Stars — is participating in the Micro-g NExT Design Challenge, which 
calls for college students across the country to submit design proposals for one of three tools that will 
be used for NASA's asteroid redirect mission in the early 2020s and its journey to Mars in the 2030s. The 
North Stars chose to write a proposal for the surface sampling derive tool. 
 
In December, the group's idea was one of 30 proposals that were selected to move on to the second 
phase of the competition. In May, the team will travel to the Johnson Space Center in Houston to 
present and test their prototype. 
 
"The goal is to build a device that can contain multiple samples of surface particles to be examined and 
studied at a later time," said Brianna Forsthoefel, North Stars team member and mechanical engineering 
major. "It's an honor to be chosen to participate in this competition." 
 
The team is currently building the device in Keller Engineering Labs on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. Students used CAD software to design the device based on size, weight and cross-
contamination specifications. They used a 3-D printer to create pieces of the prototype. 
 
Dylan DiGiovanni, a fourth-year student majoring in product design and manufacturing engineering, said 
his classes prepared him for this exciting mission. 
 
"The engineering curriculum and its focus on developing problem-solving skills helped us prepare for 
this project," he said. "Being successful in engineering courses requires a lot of motivation and problem 
solving, which have been crucial during the design and prototype phases of this competition." 
 
During their time in Houston, team members will test the device in the mission control center and direct 
underwater divers on how to use the tool in the Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory, which closely mimics a 
zero-gravity environment. 
 
Amy Lenz, visiting faculty member of mechanical engineering, serves as the group's faculty advisor. She 
said mentorship has been an important part of the design and build phases. The group has held Skype 
sessions with an engineer from NASA, who has provided feedback and guidance during the process. 
 
In total, 26 teams will compete on May 23; the North Stars will compete with six other teams in the 
service sampling derive tool category. 
 
North Star team members are Forsthoefel, DiGiovanni, Benjamin Cousino, Nate Kyburz, Taylor Rieckhoff, 
Daniel Scheske and Jacob Stephens. 
 
Follow the team's progress on Twitter at @The_NorthStars. 
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Ancient text translated for modern theater production of "Helen" at GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — As the legend is told, Helen of Sparta was the most beautiful woman in all of 
Greece. "The face that launched a thousand ships" fled to Troy with Paris, son of the Trojan king Priam, 
to escape her husband Menelaus. This act of treachery instigated the 10-year Trojan War. 
 
But, what if Helen never fled to Troy? That is the question proposed by Euripides, an ancient Greek 
playwright, in his play "Helen." The play, first produced in 412 B.C., has been translated for modern 
audiences by Diane Rayor, professor of classics at Grand Valley State University, and will be performed 
by students. 
 
Productions of "Helen" will take place March 24, 25, 30, 31 and April 1 at 7:30 p.m., and March 26 and 
April 2 at 2 p.m. All performances will take place in Louis Armstrong Theatre, located in the Performing 
Arts Center on the Allendale Campus. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and Grand Valley 
alumni, faculty and staff, and $6 for student groups. For more information or to purchase tickets, call 
the Louis Armstrong Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
 
There will also be many additional events during the run of "Helen." For a full list of related events, visit 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0pb. 
 
In Euripides' play, Helen never went to Troy. Instead, the gods made Paris a phantom Helen from a cloud 
and sent the real Helen to Egypt for safe-keeping during the Trojan War, which was subsequently fought 
over the fake Helen. Seventeen years later, Menelaus lands shipwrecked in Egypt with his reclaimed 
phantom bride, and the real Helen attempts to convince him that she is the true Helen in order to avoid 
marrying the Egyptian king. 
 
Rayor spent much of 2016 translating Euripides' writing into modern English through a grant from the 
Loeb Classical Library Foundation. When translating ancient texts into performance pieces, Rayor said 
collaboration with all parties involved in a production is key. 
 
"By revising a draft in collaboration with actors and their director during rehearsals, I fine-tune the 
translation into a truly actable script that combines accuracy with lively performance," she explained. 
"When someone stumbles on a line, asks what something means, or unconsciously changes something, 
those are all clues to me that revisions need to happen." 
 
Mallory Caillaud-Jones, a senior majoring in theater who portrays Helen in the production, said 
participating in the translation process helped her connect to her character more deeply. 
 
"This process allows us to have a voice in how we think our characters would word certain things, which 
in turn bring us closer to them," she said. "It is very daunting to have to put yourself into the mind of a 
character whose entire life has been derailed by hundreds of people dying in her name because of a war 
her husband waged as a result of his hurt pride." 
 
In addition to assisting with the script, Caillaud-Jones said she is excited to portray a strong female 
character on stage. 
 
"Almost all the ancient texts that refer to Helen portray her as a passive subject of desire for men, but 
this is the only tale in which she takes control and tells the story as it truly happened," she explained. "It 
is unfortunately rare to find strong female characters in both contemporary and classical plays, but this 
play is extremely female centered." 
 
"Helen" draws expertise from not only the theater and classics departments at Grand Valley, but also 
the departments of music and dance, and art and design. 
 
Nayda Collazo-Llorens, a visual artist currently serving as the Art and Design Department's Padnos 
Distinguished Artist-in-Residence, has created video projections that will be used during the production. 
Also, Pablo Mahave-Veglia, Early Music Ensemble director and associate professor of cello, will perform 
the music of "Helen," along with, at times, a chorus of 13 female student voices. 
 
"I think that audiences will find the play to be a completely sensory experience due to the combination 
of live actors, video and music, much like what we would think of as a piece of installation art," said 
Karen Libman, professor of theater and "Helen" director. "My hope is that the play will provoke pleasure 
and interest because it is so unique, and then maybe cause the audience to reflect on their own 
perceptions and well-loved myths." 
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GVSU lecture to focus on energy challenges of the 21st century 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — An award-winning chemist and educator recognized for his research in energy 
conversion will be the featured speaker at the Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry at Grand Valley 
State University March 23-24. 
 
Thomas Meyer is currently the Arey Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Energy Frontier Research 
Center on Solar Fuels at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His research is well-known for 
pioneering discoveries in chemical reactivity and applications to important problems in chemistry and 
energy conversion. Meyer's current research centers strongly on solar energy conversion tied to energy 
storage. 
 
Meyer will give a public lecture, "Our Energy Future: Science and Technology Challenges of the 21st 
Century," Thursday, March 23, at 6 p.m. The presentation will take place in Loosemore Auditorium, 
located in the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. A reception will precede the lecture at 5 
p.m. 
 
During this presentation, Meyer will provide an overview of the current status and global future of 
energy supplies with an emphasis on new and emerging technologies that could shape the future of 
energy production. 
 
"Energy is at the heart of our economic well-being, however, the long-term future is clouded by 
uncertainties about oil and gas supplies, new extraction technologies, and by the impacts of global 
warming," said Andrew Korich, assistant professor of chemistry at Grand Valley and Ott Lecture 
coordinator. "Exposing people to cutting edge research, and also the interplay between chemistry, the 
environment and political issues, helps produce well-rounded thinkers and global citizens." 
 
Meyer will also facilitate a seminar on Friday, March 24, at 1 p.m. "Making Oxygen from Sunlight and 
Water" will take place in the Pere Marquette Room located in the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale 
Campus. This seminar will focus on Meyer's current research in solar energy conversion at the UNC 
Center for Solar Fuels. 
 
Meyer has published more than 700 papers throughout his career and holds five patents. He is the 
former associate director for strategic research at the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) in New 
Mexico. In that position, Meyer oversaw research in support of nuclear weapons, threat reduction, and 
energy and environmental programs. He also served as the LANL liaison in these areas to the U.S. 
Department of Energy and Congress. After receiving his bachelor's degree from Ohio University in 1963, 
Meyer received his doctorate from Stanford University in 1966. 
 
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry was created and endowed by a gift from the late Arnold C. 
and Marion Ott. Arnold Ott was a leading chemist and entrepreneur in West Michigan. He was also one 
of the co-founders of Grand Valley and served on the Board of Trustees for 28 years. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Chemistry Department at (616) 331-3317 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/chem. 
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GVSU Wesorick Center, KCAD partner to host artist for lecture, exhibition 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Nationally recognized artist Ted Meyer believes in the power of art to heal 
both physical and emotional scars. 
 
Through a collaboration between The Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health Care Transformation at Grand 
Valley State University and Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University (KCAD), Meyer 
will visit West Michigan to discuss his journey and share stories of the patients he has chronicled on 
canvas. 
 
He will present a lecture at Grand Valley in conjunction with an exhibit of his artwork at KCAD. Details of 
these events, which are free and open to the public, are below. 
 
• "Art and Healing," a collaborative exhibition between KCAD students and Meyer will run March 21-
April 8 at KCAD's Helen Miller Kendall Gallery, 17 Fountain St. NW in Grand Rapids. More information at 
www.kcad.edu/events/healing-through-art/. 
 
• "Scarred for Life: Healing Through Art," the Distinguished Wesorick Lectureship, sponsored by the 
Wesorick Center, is Tuesday, March 28, from 1-2 p.m. at the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium, on 
the GVSU Pew Grand Rapids Campus. RSVP online at www.gvsu.edu/wesorick/. 
 
• Meyer will give an informal presentation on March 28 from 5-6 p.m. at the Mary Idema Pew Library on 
GVSU's Allendale Campus. This event is sponsored by several Grand Valley departments and colleges. 
 
Meyer will discuss his project, "Scarred for Life: Monoprints of Human Scars," which highlights the 
courage of people who have been in medical crises or accidents through artwork. Evelyn Clingerman, 
executive director of the Wesorick Center, said research shows that engaging with art has positive 
health and spiritual benefits. 
 
"In the Wesorick Center we role-model and teach others how to create places where people can thrive, 
not simply survive, and how to apply a health care paradigm that is more than fixing a scar or a body 
part," Clingerman said. The Wesorick Center is an endowed center promoting interprofessional 
collaboration through the Kirkhof College of Nursing. 
 
Sarah Joseph, KCAD director of exhibitions, said she is proud to collaborate with the Wesorick Center 
and Grand Valley for Meyer's exhibition. 
 
“Ted’s work is a powerful reminder of how integral art is to the human experience,” Joseph said. "We 
look forward to seeing the community enlivened and inspired by Ted’s work and mission.” 
 
Meyer is the current artist-in-residence at the University of Southern California's Keck School of 
Medicine. His artwork has been displayed internationally at museums, hospitals and galleries. Learn 
more about Meyer at www.tedmeyer.com. 
-------------------------------------------- 
About the Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health Care Transformation: The Wesorick Center is an 
endowed center promoting interprofessional collaboration through the Kirkhof College of Nursing at 
Grand Valley State University. The mission of the center is to lead the transformation of health care 
through scholarly research, projects and collaborative opportunities that join practice with education. 
Using an interprofessional approach, the center aims to address the issues within our nation’s 
healthcare systems that adversely affect health outcomes. Learn more at www.gvsu.edu/wesorick/. 
 
About Kendall College of Art and Design: Located in the heart of downtown Grand Rapids, Kendall 
College of Art and Design of Ferris State University (KCAD) is committed to creating lasting impact in 
West Michigan and beyond through collaborative partnerships, cultural innovation, and an educational 
model that prepares students for leadership in the visual arts, design, art history, and art education; 
provides innovative, collaborative education that fosters intellectual growth and individual creativity; 
and promotes the ethical and civic responsibilities of artists and designers, locally and globally. For more 
information, please visit kcad.edu. 
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GVSU recognized for excellence in supporting community college transfers 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named to Phi Theta Kappa’s 2017 Transfer 
Honor Roll, which recognizes excellence in community college transfer pathways.  
 
Grand Valley is one of only 63 institutions nationwide selected to receive the honor, based on 
institutional partnerships, community college collaboration, pre- and post-transfer institutional support, 
data tracking and transfer pathway innovations. 
 
Grand Valley was the first in the state to sign reverse transfer agreements with all 28 community 
colleges in Michigan. 
 
The university will be recognized in the 2017 Phi Theta Kappa Partners in Excellence publication, which is 
distributed to higher education leaders nationally. Phi Theta Kappa is the world's largest international 
honor society of two-year colleges and academic programs, particularly community colleges and junior 
colleges. 
 
For more information, visit https://www.ptk.org/Scholarships/TransferHonorRoll.aspx. 
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Annual march will honor legacy of Chavez 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Leaders from Grand Valley State University will join hundreds of college and K-
12 students, community leaders and advocates at the 17th Annual César E. Chávez Social Justice March 
on Thursday, March 16. 
 
• Details: The march will begin at 11 a.m. at the Cook Center Library, 1100 Grandville Ave. SW. 
 
The march will cover the length of César E. Chávez Boulevard, celebrating the work and legacy of 
Chávez, and end with a community gathering at 11:30 a.m. at Potter’s House Church, 811 Chicago Dr., 
SW.  
 
Grand marshals are President Juan R. Olivarez, Aquinas College, and President Steven C. Ender, Grand 
Rapids Community College. 
 
Lupe Ramos-Montigny, committee chair, said the program is dedicated to "A Day Without Immigrants." 
 
Proceeds from a luncheon later in the afternoon will benefit a scholarship at Grand Valley that honors 
Ramos-Montigny. 
 
Details are posted on Facebook, search for the Committee to Honor César E. Chávez. 
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GVSU celebrates national Clinical Nurse Leader Day 
-- KCON will host information session on graduate programs that include CNL certification 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — As a nurse with more than two decades of experience, Michelle Smith has 
positively impacted the lives of countless patients. 
 
Yet it is in her new role as clinical nurse leader for the Bronson Kalamazoo emergency department that 
Smith, a Grand Valley State University graduate, said she feels like she is truly making a difference. 
 
Smith and other CNLs will be recognized on Friday, March 17, Certified Clinical Nurse Leader Day, a day 
dedicated by the Commission on Nurse Certification to raise awareness of the role and recognize nurse 
leaders in that role. 
 
As a clinical nurse leader (CNL), Smith follows patients who frequent the ED to help connect them to 
various resources in an effort to reduce unnecessary emergency room visits. Smith, who earned a 
master's degree from Grand Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing in 2013, follows approximately 1,400 
patients. 
 
"Many of the patients who frequent the ED lack basic resources like shelter, transportation and 
employment. These issues have a significant impact on chronic medical issues,” Smith said. "If patients 
cannot meet their basic needs, they’re not equipped to manage complex medical needs." 
 
Smith works with community partners to find permanent housing, employment or other resources for 
patients. A recent success: Smith teamed with Goodwill Industries of Southwest Michigan to address 
barriers that were limiting patients from seeking medical care. Half of those patients, once stabilized, 
have not returned to the ED for non-emergent care. 
 
CNLs like Smith are relatively new to nursing. They help ensure quality care by coordinating care across 
settings, facilitating practice innovations and monitoring quality improvement efforts. Graduates of a 
nursing master’s degree program accredited for CNL education, like the Kirkhof College of Nursing, must 
take a CNL certification exam in order to use the title. 
 
“Michelle is an excellent example of how CNLs focus on strengthening continuous quality improvement 
and monitoring and improving patient outcomes. This is a critical role for organizations and patients,” 
said Karen Burritt, associate dean for graduate nursing programs. 
 
• Staff members from KCON will host an information session for graduate nursing programs on 
Wednesday, March 22, from 4-5 p.m. at the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences, 301 Michigan St. NE 
in Grand Rapids. 
 
RSVP by clicking here. 
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Author of GVSU community read will give presentations in Holland, Allendale 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The author of the Community Reading Project selection at Grand Valley State 
University will give presentations in Holland and on campus next week. 
 
Journalist Anand Giridharadas will discuss The True American: Murder and Mercy in Texas March 22 at 
the Herrick District Library in Holland and March 23 at the Kirkhof Center. Each event is free and open to 
the public, details are below. 
 
• March 22, 7-9 p.m., Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. in Holland. 
• March 23, 7-9 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room, doors open at 6 p.m. 
 
The book is the true story of Raisuddin Bhuiyan, a Bangladesh Air Force officer who dreams of 
immigrating to America and working in technology. After September 11, Bhuiyan is shot and nearly 
killed in Dallas by Mark Stroman, an avowed "American terrorist." Stroman is arrested and placed on 
death row in Texas. 
 
Jennifer Jameslyn, director of Integrative Learning and Advising and coordinator of the CRP committee, 
said the book is very relevant as it delves into immigration, white nationalism and Islamophobia. 
 
Justin Pettibone, affiliate faculty of liberal studies, used The True American in his LIB 100 and 201 
classes. He said the material connects easily with discussions of ethical reasoning. 
 
"We have been using the book as a way to gain insight into what makes an action right/wrong," 
Pettibone said. "To do this we'll be discussing issues related to empathy, respect for difference, and 
responding rationally to situations we face, as practices of ethical thinking." 
 
Giridharadas is a New York Times columnist who appears regularly on CNN, MSNBC and NPR. He wrote 
an article in February for the Atlantic about the murder of an Indian immigrant in Kansas, click here. 
 
More information about Giridharadas' visits or The True American is online at www.gvsu.edu/read. 
 
The CRP, established in 2008, is sponsored by Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, University 
Libraries, Herrick District Library and the Grand Rapids Community Foundation. 
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Grandson of César Chávez to give keynote at GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A presentation by Andrés Chavéz, grandson of labor leader and civil rights activist 
César E. Chávez, will kick off Grand Valley State University's annual César Chávez Celebration. 
 
His presentation, "Latinos Millennials to be the Voice of Change," will take place March 24 at 11 a.m. in 
the Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center. A meet and greet reception will follow. 
 
Andrés was raised during the farm worker movement, which was founded by his grandfather. He has 
participated in social justice activities and demonstrations, including ones for immigration reform. He is 
currently attending California State University, Bakersfield, where he is majoring in public policy and 
administration. 
 
Additional events, which are free and open to the public, are highlighted below. For more information, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/oma. 
 
• LSAU Dinner and Dance, "Feria De Las Flores," March 24, 8 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center: 
The Latino Student Union will host a night of free food and open dance. 
 
• "Contemporary Mexican Cinema: Romantic Comedies, Democracy, Border Crossing and Crisis of 
National Identities," March 30, 4-5 p.m., room 2215, Kirkhof Center. Ignacio Sánchez Prado, professor 
of Spanish, Latin American Studies and Film and Media Studies at Washington University, will give a 
presentation on Mexican cinema. 
 
• Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival, March 31-April 2, Wealthy Street Theatre, Grand Rapids: 
Films are free to attend and will be presented with English subtitles. Visit www.grlaff.org for more 
information. 
 
March 31 is César Chávez Day, the federal holiday that celebrates the legacy of Chavez, who co-founded 
the National Farm Workers Association in 1962. The celebration is organized by Grand Valley's Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and WGVU Public Media, with support from numerous campus departments. 
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Business center names "Michigan 50 Companies to Watch" 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Michigan Small Business Development Center, located at Grand Valley 
State University, has announced its annual “Michigan 50 Companies to Watch.” 
 
Leaders from the companies will be honored May 4 in Lansing during the 13th Annual Michigan 
Celebrates Small Business awards dinner. 
 
Judges from the banking, economic development, entrepreneurship development and venture capital 
communities selected the winners. Companies were judged on employee or sales growth, 
entrepreneurial leadership and sustainable competitive advantage. 
 
“The companies selected this year give us an understanding of Michigan’s successful entrepreneurial 
ecosystem,” said Jennifer Deamud, director of Michigan Celebrates Small Business and associate state 
director of the Michigan Small Business Development Center. “These companies are significant drivers 
of our economy. In addition, they play a critical role in their communities as job creators.” 
 
Companies nominated must be second-stage companies, defined as having six-to-99 full-time-
equivalent employees and generating $750,000-$50 million in annual revenue or working capital from 
investors or grants. The companies must be privately held and headquartered in Michigan. 
 
Michigan Celebrates Small Business will be presenting two new awards: The Strategically Focused Award 
and Most Engaged Workplace Award. 
 
Tickets are available for $135 per person or attendees can reserve a table of eight for $900. Tickets can 
be purchased online at www.MichiganCelebrates.biz. 
 
Michigan Celebrates Small Business is a partnership of the Michigan Small Business Development Center 
(Michigan SBDC), Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), the Edward Lowe Foundation, 
Small Business Association of Michigan, the U.S. Small Business Administration and the Michigan 
Business Network. 
 
Michigan Celebrates Small Business is made possible with support from Consumers Energy, the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, Goldman Sachs, Comcast Business, DTE Energy, AF 
Group, Rehmann, PNC Bank, Varnum Law, Michigan Credit Union League, 307 Events and Dynamic Edge, 
Inc. 
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GVSU students to be recognized for saving woman's life 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Two students from Grand Valley State University will be recognized March 23 for 
saving a woman's life in January. 
 
On January 20, 2017, a woman was driving on Lake Michigan Drive in Standale when the driver of a 
vehicle traveling in the opposite direction hit her head on. She was trapped in the car. Trevor Fairfield 
and Jarret Basset saw the accident happen. They pried the woman's car door open and pulled her from 
the burning car — an act authorities said saved her life. 
 
Fairfield, a business major from Holland, and Basset, a nursing major from Muskegon, will be honored at 
the start of a Student Senate General Assembly meeting at 4:30 p.m. in room 2204 of the Kirkhof Center 
on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Grand Valley Student Senate President Ella Fritzemeier and Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas will 
present the students with an award. Student senators will vote to pass a resolution to recognize Fairfield 
and Basset's act of heroism. 
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Does getting mad about politics work? Philosopher to discuss anger in politics at  
Hauenstein Center event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Politics in the United States today is an exceptionally divisive topic, and has 
generated significant anger among many political circles — an emotional response that influential 
philosopher Martha Nussbaum will argue isn't the best way to generate change. 
 
Nussbaum, a world-renowned philosopher, author and law professor, will discuss anger and its place in 
politics and personal lives, while addressing its effectiveness as a change agent at an event hosted by 
Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies on April 4. 
 
Martha Nussbaum: Anger and Revolutionary Justice 
Tuesday, April 4 at 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
The event is free and open to the public, but registration is requested at hauensteincenter.org/rsvp. 
 
Nussbaum, recently named the 2017 Jefferson Lecturer in the Humanities by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, will discuss the concept that anger is not an effective response to perceived 
injustice, noting that three of recent history's great freedom movements were directed by leaders who 
aspired to non-anger, including Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Nelson Mandela. 
 
She will discuss her book Anger and Forgiveness: Resentment, Generosity, Justice and explore why there 
will always be a need for leaders who can recognize the humanity of people who think differently when 
the stakes are high. 
 
Nussbaum's Jefferson Lecturer distinction is the highest honor the federal government bestows for 
distinguished intellectual achievement in the humanities. She is also the University of Chicago's Ernst 
Freund Distinguished Service Professor of Law and Ethics. In 2016, she was awarded the Kyoto Prize in 
Arts and Philosophy. Other awards include The Centennial Medal of the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences at Harvard University, and the American Philosophical Association's Philip Quinn Prize. 
 
She is one of only two women to give the John Locke Lectures at Oxford, the most eminent lecture 
series in the field of philosophy. 
 
Nussbaum has taught at Harvard, Brown University and Oxford, and has published 24 books and more 
than 500 academic papers. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org 
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Lecture at GVSU to examine the racialization of religion in America 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — An upcoming lecture at Grand Valley by a renowned interfaith scholar and 
activist will focus on hate crimes and religiously motivated discrimination in America. 
 
Simran Jeet Singh, assistant professor of religion at Trinity University and senior religion fellow with the 
Sikh Coalition, will present the annual Rabbi Philip Sigal Memorial Lecture on March 30. The 
presentation will take place from 7-8:30 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium, located in the DeVos Center on 
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. This event is LIB 100 and 201 approved for students. 
 
"As we often see, religious, racial and ethnic minorities in America get lumped together as a categorical 
'other,' and thus suffer similar acts of discrimination or violence," said Katie Gordon, campus interfaith 
resources coordinator for the Division of Inclusion and Equity, and program manager for the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute. "The way that many religious minorities are targeted and stereotyped calls for not 
only an intersectional understanding of race and religion, but also an intersectional response from the 
communities such discrimination affects." 
 
Singh's expertise focuses on the history of religious communities and literatures in South Asia. He is a 
prolific writer who has contributed to more than 50 opinion pieces to news outlets, including The New 
York Times, The Washington Post and The Guardian. Singh also frequently speaks on a variety of topics 
related to diversity, inclusion, civil rights, religion and hate violence. 
 
The annual lecture is named for Rabbi Phillip J. Sigal, a pioneer of the interfaith movement in West 
Michigan until his death in 1985. Aside from his duties at Ahavas Israel Synagogue, Sigal was 
instrumental in opening the lines of communication among several religious leaders from various faiths 
in the area. After his death, a group of local academic and interfaith enthusiasts established the Sigal 
memorial lecture in his honor. Since that time, the event has brought some of the most important voices 
in religion and social movements to churches, schools and other venues in West Michigan. 
 
This year's lecture is sponsored by Campus Interfaith Resources, the Community Reading Project 
through the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies and Office of Integrative Learning and Advising, 
Division of Inclusion and Equity, Muslim Students Association and the Religious Studies program. 
 
To register for this event, presented by the Kaufman Interfaith Institute, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/0pr. For 
more information, visit the gvsu.edu/interfaith, or call (616) 331-5702. 
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Three GVSU faculty members earn Core Fulbright Scholar awards 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Three Grand Valley State University faculty members earned Core Fulbright 
Scholar awards to teach or conduct research for a semester overseas. 
 
They are Lisa Feurzeig, professor of music; Jitendra Mishra, professor of management; and Brian Phillips, 
professor of sociology. The Fulbright program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs and considered the country's flagship international exchange program. 
 
Feurzeig plans to observe operetta productions performed by companies in Austria, Germany and 
Hungary. She will research how 19th and 20th century operettas are produced for today's audiences, 
and whether the productions refer to current social and political events. 
 
Feurzeig said the Fulbright grant will enhance how she teaches music courses, particularly the capstone 
course. "The capstone course emphasizes boundary-crossing," she said. "I can bring information about 
how works of music theater enter the political discourse. I hope to have audio-visual materials to share 
that will bring the operetta tradition alive for our students." 
 
Mishra plans to teach graduate courses in international human resources management, international 
management and organizational behavior at the Birla Institute of Management Technology (BIMTECH) 
in India, in addition to guiding faculty-student research projects and reviewing curriculum. 
 
Mishra said BIMTECH is one of the top 10 private business schools in India, offering master's and 
doctoral programs in business and management. He said both BIMTECH and Grand Valley students will 
benefit from his real-world experiences with Indian educators and business leaders, and go beyond the 
bottom-line to become agents of global change. 
 
Phillips plans to teach and conduct research at the Cracow University of Economics in Poland, continuing 
a partnership between Grand Valley's and Cracow's sociology departments that began in 2011. 
 
Phillips said he and two colleagues are working with peers in Cracow on a research project that focuses 
on how sociology majors prepare themselves for the workforce. He will teach courses on social 
stratification in the U.S., American culture, and a faculty seminar on economic and social issues. 
 
• Additionally, two faculty members earned Fulbright specialist grants to travel for short-term, 
collaborative projects. Gregory Maytan, associate professor of music, worked at the Norwegian State 
Academy in Oslo; and Donald Mitchell Jr., assistant professor of education, will travel to the University 
of Cape Coast in Ghana. 
 
The specialist grants are also administered by the Fulbright program. 
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GVSU alumnus named new director of Regional Math and Science Center 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University alumnus Kristofer Pachla has been named the new 
director of the university's Regional Math and Science Center. 
 
Pachla brings to the university a vast and varied background working in both K-12 and higher education. 
He earned a bachelor's degree in physics and mathematics from Grand Valley in 2008, and a master's 
degree in educational leadership from Grand Valley in 2009. 
 
Pachla is currently completing his doctoral degree in education policy and STEM teacher professional 
development from George Mason University. He also serves as an adjunct professor of physics at Grand 
Valley. 
 
After graduating from Grand Valley, Pachla taught physics for Fairfax County Public Schools in Vienna, 
Virginia, and then served as a graduate research assistant with the Virginia Initiative for Science 
Teaching and Achievement at George Mason University. 
 
Pachla said that he has always gravitated toward Grand Valley's connection to the community. 
 
"By becoming a catalyst and resource for professional development in the region, connecting students 
and educators to opportunities and enriching Grand Valley's community through partnerships, I hope to 
cement the center's role as an essential component of the regional and state STEM education system," 
said Pachla. 
 
Pachla is no stranger to the Regional Math and Science Center. He worked as a graduate assistant at the 
center during the summer of 2008. In this role, he assisted with three summer camps by teaching 
aerodynamics and geocaching to local K-12 students, among other duties. 
 
Before joining the university, Pachla served as a science education analyst in the Division of 
Undergraduate Education at the National Science Foundation. In this position, he provided grant 
support for the division's four primary grant programs, encompassing more than 2,000 incoming 
proposals and more than $2 million in awarded funding. He also served on the leadership planning 
teams for an undergraduate STEM education research symposium and a knowledge summit for federally 
funded stakeholders from 12 federal agencies. 
 
Pachla will begin his role at Grand Valley on April 17. 
 
"Inquiry in the STEM fields has provided the nation with opportunities to walk on the moon, roll on Mars 
and view close-ups of the stars," he said. "If I can inspire just one person to realize their science or 
mathematics-related dreams, then I'll consider that a success." 
 
Pachla replaces Karen Meyers, who will retire in May. Meyers has worked in the Regional Math and 
Science Center for 24 years, and served as director since 2008. Meyers played a crucial role in the 
development and execution of the various outreach services the center provides to K-12 teachers and 
students in Kent, Ottawa and Montcalm counties. 
 
For more information about the Regional Math and Science Center, visit gvsu.edu/rmsc. 
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Internationally acclaimed pianist to perform at GVSU during honorary recital 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The halls of Grand Valley State University's Performing Arts Center will be filled 
with the music of renowned composers Joseph Haydn, Frédéric Chopin and Maurice Ravel, during the 
2017 Baum Series Recital. 
 
The recital, featuring Boris Slutsky, internationally acclaimed pianist and chair of the Piano Department 
at The Peabody Conservatory of Music, will take place Sunday, April 2, at 3 p.m. in the Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall (room 1325). The Performing Arts Center is located on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Since his orchestral debut at Carnegie Hall with the New York Youth Symphony in 1980, Slutsky has 
performed on nearly every continent as a soloist and recitalist. He emerged on the international music 
scene when he won the First Prize, along with every other major prize, at the 1981 William Kapell 
International Piano Competition at the University of Maryland. 
 
Throughout his career, Slutsky has performed with the London Philharmonic, Bem Symphony Orchestra 
in Switzerland, Bergen Philharmonic in Norway and KBS Symphony Orchestra in Korea, among many 
others. 
 
Born in Moscow into a family of musicians, Slutsky received his early training at Moscow's Gnessin 
School for Gifted Children, and completed his formal studies at both Julliard School and Manhattan 
School of Music. 
 
Slutsky's recital is supported by the William C. Baum Endowment Fund at Grand Valley. The fund was 
established in 1998 to support professor emeritus William Baum's two great passions: politics and 
classical music. The annual series features either a special speaker on issues in American law or a recital 
by a noted pianist. 
 
The Baum Endowment was established to reflect the shared interests of Baum family members. Baum, 
who died in 2007, was a political science professor at Grand Valley for 40 years and retired in 2005. His 
wife, Nancy Baum, a Grand Valley dance educator, died in 2011. Their son Jefferson taught dance at 
Grand Valley from 2000-2007. 
 
This concert is free and open to the public. For more information about the recital, contact the Music 
and Dance Department at (616) 331-3484, or visit gvsu.edu/music. 
  
Embargoed until 4:30 a.m., Thursday, March 30, 2017 
Contact: Nate Hoekstra, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221, 
hoekstna@gvsu.edu 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Key findings from the study, as well as several logos and a sample VoiceGR survey are 
available for use via the following Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bkdlnxubelrvvg6/AACFy0KfsNBli7fMHqjIIAbHa?dl=0 
 
Community cohesion is important issue for GR residents, new GVSU survey finds 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — New findings released by the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at 
Grand Valley State University show that residents of the City of Grand Rapids feel that community 
cohesion is a top strength, but there continue to be differences by demographics in how respondents 
rate Grand Rapids as a place to live. 
 
The findings are based on the results of the 2016 VoiceGR survey, conducted by the Johnson Center’s 
Community Research Institute last fall. The VoiceGR survey asks about prominent issues such as 
education, housing, employment, inclusion and health. 
 
Results are used by residents, neighborhood associations, schools, nonprofits, funders, local 
government and businesses to inform their programming and day-to-day decisions. The annual survey 
seeks to inform local decision-makers and stakeholders, utilizing data on the opinions, attitudes, and 
perceptions of local residents. 
 
"VoiceGR is an important metric for our city,” said Mayor Rosalynn Bliss. “It allows residents to share 
their opinions and tell us how we’re succeeding as a community as well as where we are falling short. It 
helps us understand how local government, businesses and nonprofits can work together to better serve 
the citizens of greater Grand Rapids." 
 
New this year are VoiceGR neighborhood summaries, which allow residents to see results for all 
questions that pertain to their particular neighborhood. 
 
The survey results, including visualization tools, are available here: 
http://johnsoncenter.org/voicegr2016 
 
There continue to be differences by demographics in how respondents rate Grand Rapids as a place to 
live, with white residents responding the most positively, followed by Asian, multiracial, American 
Indian, Hispanic/Latino, and black/African American residents. 
 
Respondents reported feeling less safe in their neighborhoods than in previous years’ surveys, with 15 
percent feeling “somewhat unsafe” or “very unsafe,” compared to seven percent in 2013. 
 
Other key findings from the study include: 
• The top community strengths identified by respondents were community cohesion, people and 
location. 
• The top problems identified by respondents were crime, infrastructure and lack of cohesion. 
• The appearance of cohesion, meaning feeling like you are welcome and belong in your community, as 
both a strength and a problem indicates that it is a very important issue for residents. 
 
The Johnson Center will be releasing a series of data briefs in the coming months to provide deeper 
insight on many of the subtopics of the VoiceGR 2016 survey. 
 
About VoiceGR 
 
VoiceGR is an evolving community survey designed uniquely to connect demographics with the 
opinions, attitudes and perceptions of greater Grand Rapids area residents on topics such as ability to 
meet basic needs, access to healthcare, neighborhood safety, employment, education, and racism and 
discrimination. The data gathered from the survey is meant to help create a baseline to stimulate 
conversation on pertinent issues to the region. 
 
The primary goal of VoiceGR is to provide objective data to residents, nonprofits, governments, 
businesses and other decision makers regarding the perceptions and needs of the community. 
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GVSU lecture to examine vocal health and anatomy 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Where does the voice go when someone loses it? 
 
During an upcoming lecture, Rachael Gates, visiting professor of voice and pedagogy at Grand Valley 
State University and singing health specialist, will answer this question, debunk vocal myths, and discuss 
strategies for maintaining and improving vocal health. 
 
"Demystify the Voice" will take place Tuesday, April 4, at 5:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room (atrium 
level) of the Mary Idema Pew Library, located on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Gates will also discuss common voice pathologies, medical procedures and treatments that can 
empower anyone who relies on their voice in their profession. 
 
"Beginning with an overview of vocal anatomy, I will proceed through detailed discussions of caring for 
the voice and common causes of vocal problems that any professional voice user, whether singers, 
actors, broadcasters, politicians, teachers, preachers or lawyers, will find essential," Gates said. 
 
Gates comes from a rich background of performing and directing opera. Throughout her career, she has 
performed in Germany, Russia, Italy and around the U.S. In addition to teaching voice at Grand Valley, 
Gates currently serves as the vocal specialist for the College Music Society's Committee on Musicians' 
Health, and recently co-authored a new book, "The Owner's Manual to the Voice: A Guide for Singers 
and Other Professional Voice Users." 
 
Gates' presentation is in conjunction with World Voice Day, which takes place April 16. World Voice Day 
is an internationally recognized day designated to spotlight vocal arts, science and pedagogy. The day is 
celebrated with a series of presentations in various different countries, and simultaneous choral 
concerts broadcasted live around the world. 
 
For more information about "Demystify the Voice," contact the Music and Dance Department at (616) 
331-3484, or visit gvsu.edu/music. 
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Two local historians receive Gordon Olson awards at GVSU event 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Kutsche Office of Local History at Grand Valley State University presented two 
local historians with the Gordon Olson Award at a recent gathering. 
 
Wallace "Wally" Ewing and Margaret (Peg) Finkelstein each received the award at the Local History 
Roundtable March 23. The Olson Lifetime Contribution of Local History Award recognizes individuals for 
using history to give voice to diverse communities. It is named for Olson, former Grand Rapids historian. 
 
• Ewing has dedicated more than 20 years to researching and writing about the history of West 
Michigan, particularly the area between Holland and Muskegon and east to Coopersville and Grand 
Rapids. He has written 14 books and continues a bi-weekly column in the Grand Haven Tribune. 
 
Ewing joined the board of the Tri-Cities Historical Museum in 1994 and was appointed its curator of 
education, and has since devoted his time to research and writing. 
 
• Finkelstein has conducted lifelong research on logging, and is the keeper of her family history, which 
can be traced to the New France settlement of Quebec. She is the director of the Peg & Mort Finkelstein 
Archives at Temple Emanuel in Grand Rapids, with a goal to preserve the Jewish history within the 
Grand Rapids communities. 
 
Finkelstein was invited by the director of the Jewish Historical Society of Michigan to work on its current 
project, Michigan Women Who Have Made A Difference, Jewish Voices Project. 
 
The Kutsche Office of Local History sponsors the Local History Roundtable annually for librarians, 
archivists, community members, educators and others who share a passion for local history. Learn more 
at www.gvsu.edu/kutsche. 
 
For immediate release 
April 6, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Graphics for the Design Thinking Academy and photos of John Berry are available via 
Dropbox at: http://gvsu.edu/s/0qA. Brochure/poster credit: Conduit Studio and Grand Valley State 
University's Institutional Marketing. Photo credit: GVSU University Communications. 
 
 
GVSU announces Design Thinking Academy 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A newly established program at Grand Valley State University will help students 
become innovative thinkers and problem solvers who are able to make lasting impacts in the world by 
utilizing the design thinking process. 
 
"A Design Thinking Academy for undergraduate students is unique in the United States," said John Berry, 
director of Grand Valley's Design Thinking Initiative and the Design Thinking Academy. "The academy 
will create a framework for focused study and application of design thinking that integrates student 
learning through high-impact activities that contribute to social, civic and business innovation." 
 
Fifteen students, who will be referred to as Design Thinking Academy Fellows, will be initially accepted 
into the program during its inaugural year beginning in fall 2017. The Design Thinking Academy is open 
to all Grand Valley undergraduate students, regardless of major. 
 
When new academy fellows join the program, they will first participate in a Design Thinking Deep Dive 
session. These intensive problem-solving sessions will introduce students to the design thinking process. 
 
Each academy fellow will then be assigned to a small team of approximately five students from different 
majors. These teams will each work on solving a need within the university, or a community-based 
problem from a list of more than 25 academy partners. 
 
"Employers are looking for well-rounded students who have applicable experiences beyond their 
specific majors, such as collaboration, empathy, rapid prototyping and adjusting to new information," 
Berry said. "The Design Thinking Academy will provide those applied experiences using design thinking 
to address issues and often discover new issues that hadn't been recognized before, leading to real 
innovation." 
 
The academy will additionally host topical sessions surrounding the different facets of design thinking 
and one speaker each semester from an organization that uses design thinking. Students will also 
participate in educational trips to local institutions that utilize the design thinking process, such as the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum, Newell Brands, Steelcase, Herman Miller and the Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation. 
 
"Design thinking training cultivates a host of skills, including empathy, collaboration, critical thinking and 
problem-solving,” said Sara Armbruster, vice president of strategy, research and new business 
innovation at Steelcase. “These capabilities are in high demand at Steelcase and many other firms, so 
we’re pleased to see that Grand Valley is developing opportunities for students to gain such 
experiences.” 
 
Students who complete the academy programming will earn a Design Thinking Academy certificate. 
 
For more information about the Design Thinking Academy, contact John Berry at berryjr@gvsu.edu, or 
visit gvsu.edu/designthinking/dta. The deadline for applications is May 5. 
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GVSU economist: Double-digit growth continues 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Despite signs that several local industries are topping out, West Michigan 
business conditions remain positive, according to a Grand Valley State University economist. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
March. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) moderated to +21, down slightly from +25. 
The production index bounced to +31, up significantly from +17. The index of purchases rose to +25 
from +19 and the employment index jumped to +21 from +12. 
 
"Overall, the first quarter of 2017 for West Michigan has ended on a strong note. At this time, the West 
Michigan economy shows no sign of backing down," said Long. 
 
Long said the unexpectedly strong production index caused some firms to drive the raw materials 
inventories index down to +9 from +21. "The fear of more price increases, however, is still causing some 
firms to continue building inventory," he said. 
 
The spring season for office furniture is opening on a positive footing for most firms, as well as their Tier 
I suppliers, Long said. Some auto parts suppliers are still concerned about softening in auto sales. He 
said firms supplying light truck and SUV components remain much more optimistic, as do firms that are 
successfully selling to the numerous transplant manufacturers around the world. 
 
Long said the pattern of economic improvement has helped to maintain a positive outlook for West 
Michigan. For March, the Short-term Business Outlook, which asks local firms about the perception for 
the next three-to-six months, registered a small increase from +37 to +39. Looking out three-to-five 
years, the Long-term Business Outlook retreated to +42 from +47. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." An expanded version of this 
report can be found in the Dropbox link provided above under media note. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU civic action plan detailed, awards presented at showcase 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University celebrated civic engagement at a showcase April 
13 at the DeVos Center by highlighting the collaborative work of 56 teams of students, faculty and staff 
and community members, and by detailing the university's civic action plan. 
 
The plan will drive Grand Valley’s future work around sustainable partnerships, student civic 
engagement, place-based contributions, and challenges to social and economic inequalities. Provost 
Gayle R. Davis said the plan is a timely response to local and national issues. 
 
"There is so much inequity and polarization in our country," Davis said. "This plan will help our students 
go out and talk to our community partners and residents civilly to understand their issues from their 
point of view. This prepares students not only to be employees but to be leaders in a complicated 
society." 
 
The plan follows the commitment President Thomas J. Haas made to the Campus Compact, a coalition of 
1,000 institutions committed to the public purposes of higher education. Haas called the public purpose 
of higher education vital to maintaining a healthy community. 
 
Three campus-community partnerships earned Distinguished Engagement Initiative Awards, recognizing 
a sustainable partnership of shared power that incorporated the voices of community members and 
student-leaders. 
 
• West Side Education Initiative: Grand Valley's Liberal Studies Accelerated Leadership program for adult 
learners has partnered with Harrison Park and Westwood schools, and the West Grand Rapids 
Neighborhood Association on multiple projects to create a college-going culture among students. 
 
• Spectrum Health Innovations Partnership: Grand Valley's Padnos College of Engineering and 
Computing has partnered with Spectrum Health Innovations to develop new health care products and 
technologies, such as medical devices, hospital equipment and software. One project has earned a 
patent and four others have been licensed to external companies. 
 
• Pathway Home Project: Students in a social work class, over three semesters, have partnered with 
Family Promise and Mel Trotter Ministries on projects that provide case management and temporary 
emergency shelter for families experiencing homelessness. 
 
Learn more about Grand Valley's civic action plan online at www.gvsu.edu/community/. 
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Grand Valley students earn prestigious Gilman study abroad scholarships 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Nearly two dozen Grand Valley State University students were selected to receive 
the prestigious Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship for terms during the 2016-17 academic 
year to help fund opportunities to study abroad. 
 
The scholarships, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, are awarded to high-achieving students to help diversify the students who study and serve 
internships abroad, as well as the regions where they work and study. 
 
Gilman Scholars receive up to $5,000 to apply toward their study abroad or internship program costs. 
Students receiving a Federal Pell Grant from two- and four-year institutions who will be studying abroad 
or participating in a career-oriented international internship for academic credit are eligible to apply. 
 
Scholarship recipients have the opportunity to gain a better understanding of other cultures, countries, 
languages and economies, making them better prepared to assume leadership roles within government 
and the private sector. 
 
These Grand Valley students were awarded the scholarships, and are listed with their major, country of 
study and hometown: 
 
Summer '16 (4,627 applicants, 1,197 American undergraduate students awarded from 377 colleges and 
universities): 
Roy Herpin, Secondary Education/Mathematics/Psychology, Tanzania, Comstock Park, MI 
Elayne Vaughn, Communication Studies/Hospitality and Tourism Management, Ghana, Kissimmee, FL 
Amber Sackett, French/Arabic/Middle Eastern Studies, France, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shukri Bana, Women and Gender Studies/English, South Africa, Kentwood, MI 
Vanesha Blackburn, Sociology/Nonprofit Administration, Ghana, Chicago, IL 
Emily Konen, Therapeutic Recreation, Ireland, Lansing, MI 
Holly Miller, Chinese Studies, China, Kentwood, MI 
Jaedah Pickens, Psychology/Sociology/African American Studies, Ghana, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sultan Hubbard, Psychology/African American Studies, Ghana, Richmond, VA 
Nhu Nguyen, Biomedical Sciences/Chemistry, Ghana, Westland, MI 
Deandreah Hollowell, Women and Gender Studies, South Africa, Grand Rapids, MI 
Jasmine Bruce, Studio Art/Illustration, China, Allendale, MI 
Julia Dang, Secondary Education/English/Psychology, Ghana, Jenison, MI 
 
Fall '16 (2,900 applicants, 860 American undergraduate students awarded from 324 colleges and 
universities): 
Jennifer Polasek, Writing/Advertising and Public Relations, Poland, Hudsonville, MI 
Chloe Lalonde, Allied Health Sciences/German, Germany, Grand Haven, MI 
Sunnie Wiswell, Biomedical Sciences/German/Chemistry, Germany, Madison, WI 
 
Winter '17 (2,700 applicants, 860 American undergraduate students awarded from 359 colleges and 
universities): 
Vanessa Crambell, Social Work, Australia, Lansing, MI 
Antoinette Jackson, Psychology/African American Studies, Ghana, Farmington Hills, MI 
Amber Modena, International Relations/Spanish/Psychology, Spain, Grand Rapids, MI 
Travis Taylor, Biology/History, Australia, Muskegon, MI 
 
The program is administered by the Institute of International Education (IIE). 
For more information on competitive scholarships and fellowships, visit gvsu.edu/fellowships. 
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Recruiters seek certified teachers at job fair 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Teacher Search 2017, a job fair featuring Michigan employers, will take place 
April 25 from 1-4 p.m. at the Eberhard Center on Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. 
 
About 160 recruiters representing 75 Michigan school districts and organizations will attend. Some 
recruiters may conduct short introductory conversations, while others may offer on-the-spot interviews. 
No advanced registration is necessary. 
 
The event is free and open to the public for candidates who are fully certified to teach for fall 2017. 
Some organizations will also be recruiting social workers and speech/language, occupational and/or 
physical therapists. 
 
The event is co-sponsored by Grand Valley, Aquinas College, Calvin College, Cornerstone University and 
Hope College. 
 
For details and a list of participating employers, visit www.gvsu.edu/careerfairs and click on Teacher 
Search. 
 
For more information, contact Ginger Lange, associate director of the Career Center at Grand Valley, at 
(616) 331-6708. 
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Grand Valley to celebrate new graduates 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — More than 3,000 Grand Valley State University students will participate in 
commencement ceremonies April 28 and 29 at Van Andel Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. 
 
For the first time, commencement is expanding to three ceremonies to improve the overall experience 
for graduates and their families. The first ceremony will take place at 7 p.m. on Friday; second and third 
ceremonies will take place at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday. 
 
Shelley Padnos, chair of the executive committee of the board of Louis Padnos Iron and Metal Company, 
is the speaker for the ceremony on Friday, April 28. On April 29, Sean Patrick Welsh, executive vice 
president and regional president for PNC Bank, is the morning speaker, and Erion Veliaj, Grand Valley 
alumnus and mayor of Tirana, Albania, is the afternoon speaker. 
 
Grand Valley Commencement Ceremonies 
Friday, April 28 at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29 at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids 
Ceremonies will be webcast at www.gvsu.edu/commencement. 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Skybox 101B is reserved for media. The skybox offers a mult box and an elevated, 
unobstructed view of the podium and platform. 
 
The April 28 ceremony will include the following colleges: Seidman College of Business, College of 
Community and Public Service and Padnos College of Engineering and Computing. The morning 
ceremony on April 29 will include: College of Health Professions, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
Kirkhof College of Nursing. The afternoon ceremony on April 29 will include College of Education, Brooks 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
Speakers 
Padnos is among the third generation of family members overseeing Louis Padnos Iron and Metal 
Company. She was appointed to serve on the National Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and 
Technology, Superfund Subcommittee under the Clinton administration. She has served on numerous 
boards, including Grand Valley's Board of Trustees from 2007-2014. 
 
Welsh began his banking career in 1986 and has held several vice president positions in finance, 
corporate banking and investment real estate. He serves on boards for The Right Place, Spectrum Health 
Systems, YMCA of Greater Grand Rapids and Grand Valley University Foundation, among others. 
 
Veliaj was elected mayor of Tirana in 2015 and has been involved in Albania's political system since 2003 
when he founded MJAFT!, which raises awareness for diverse social and political issues in Albania. He 
has worked for several international humanitarian organizations and earned a degree in political science 
from Grand Valley in 2012. 
 
Awards and honorary degrees 
 
The Alumni Association will present its Distinguished Alumni Award to Eglantina Gjermeni, '98, minister 
of urban development for the Republic of Albania. Gjermeni earned a master’s degree in social work 
from Grand Valley in 1998. She is a dedicated social researcher and lecturer, and successfully led the 
Gender Alliance for Development Center for 10 years.  
 
The Outstanding Educator Award will be presented to Sheryl Vlietstra, affiliate professor of elementary 
teacher education. She helped establish the Michigan Literacy Project, which provides funds to recent 
Grand Valley graduates who are teaching in underserved Michigan school districts. She has raised more 
than $32,000 to help grow the program. 
 
Gary Verplank, Ellen Thompson and Nancy Mulnix Tweddale will receive honorary degrees. Verplank, 
chair and CEO of Shape Corp., is a member of the Grand Valley University Foundation Advisory Cabinet 
and served as a committee member for two university lakeshore campaigns. Thompson began her 
career as an elementary school teacher and founded, with her husband, Bob, the Thompson 
Foundation, which has funded thousands of K-12 and college students through scholarships, including 
two at Grand Valley. Mulnix Tweddale, '95, is a retired medical psychologist and has chaired the Grand 
Rapids Arts Festival. She was vice president of Grand Valley Colleges Foundation from 1970-1974 and 
chair from 1974-1980. 
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/commencement. 
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GVSU will host Peace Corps reunion, sendoff of new volunteers 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will celebrate the work of the U.S. Peace Corps 
by hosting a reunion of returned volunteers and recognizing 13 invitees as they depart for Peace Corps 
service. 
 
Media members are welcome to cover the event: Wednesday, April 26, from 4-5:30 p.m. in the L. 
William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave. SW, on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
Many West Michigan residents, including Grand Valley faculty and staff members, who served in the 
Peace Corps are expected to attend. 
 
Last year, Grand Valley became the third campus in Michigan to host a part-time Peace Corps campus 
recruiter. Carissa Patrone connects and recruits students from throughout West Michigan campuses: 
Grand Valley, Kendall College of Art and Design, Calvin College, Hope College and Aquinas College. 
 
Since the Peace Corps was founded in 1961, more than 240 Grand Valley alumni have served as 
volunteers. 
 
For more information, contact the Padnos International Center at (616) 331-3898. 
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GVSU nursing professor selected for Carnegie African fellowship program 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Sylivia Mupepi, associate professor of nursing at Grand Valley State University, 
earned a fellowship from the Carnegie African Diaspora program to travel to Ghana to mentor nursing 
faculty at the University of Cape Coast. 
 
Mupepi's fellowship continues a partnership between Grand Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing and the 
University of Cape Coast School of Nursing that began in 2008, when she initially visited Ghana to 
explore establishing a study abroad program in public health nursing. 
 
University of Cape Coast is hosting one of 69 projects that pair African Diaspora scholars with higher 
education institutions in Africa to collaborate on curriculum co-development, research, graduate 
teaching, training and mentoring activities. 
 
Mupepi said she will help UCC's nursing faculty members and administrators revise its bachelor- and 
master-level curricula and mentor the faculty who will take over teaching of the courses she has taught 
since 2014. 
 
Mupepi helped UCC establish its master-level nursing program nearly five years ago, and a student 
exchange began in 2013. 
 
Cynthia McCurren, dean of the Kirkhof College of Nursing, said the Carnegie African Diaspora fellowship 
and the work begun by Mupepi in Ghana further the mission of KCON to provide students with a global 
education. 
 
"Dr. Mupepi’s ongoing commitment to ensure excellence in our UCC collaboration is critically important 
and deserves our recognition and appreciation," McCurren said. 
 
Now in its fourth year, the Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship Program has helped 239 African-born 
scholars who have been living and working in North America to connect with their peers at universities 
throughout Africa. The fellowships are funded by Carnegie Corporation of New York and managed by 
the Institute of International Education. 
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Three community members will be honored at upcoming César E. Chávez celebration 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – The Committee to Honor César E. Chávez has partnered with the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum and the Unity Committee to host the 2017 César E. Chávez “5 de mayo” Celebration. 
 
The public is invited to this annual event, Friday, May 5, at the museum, 272 Pearl St NW, from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 per individual, or a table of 10 for $300; purchase tickets online at 
www.gvsu.edu/inclusion/20175demayo. 
 
"We are proud to be a partner with the Committee to Honor César E. Chávez in hosting this important 
community celebration," said Dale A. Robertson, Grand Rapids Public Museum president and CEO. "The 
museum is a fitting place for this historical event; we believe in the value of working together to share 
stories and lessons that inspire and expand cultural opportunities for all." 
 
Three community members will be honored for their service and social justice work: Andrés Abreu, 
editor-in-chief, El Vocero Hispano; Carol Hennessey, Kent County commissioner, 14th district; and José 
Reyna, community health programs director for Spectrum Health. The celebration will feature authentic 
Mexican food, music and dancing. 
 
Area colleges and universities join the Committee to Honor César E. Chávez to support this event: 
Aquinas College, Calvin College, Kendall College of Art and Design, Davenport University, Ferris State 
University, Grand Rapids Community College, Grand Valley State University, and Western Michigan 
University-Grand Rapids. 
 
"Many of our campus partners serve a diverse populations and Grand Valley is proud to partner with 
and support this annual cultural event alongside our partner universities and colleges," said Jesse 
Bernal, vice president for Inclusion and Equity at Grand Valley. 
 
The Proud Aguila sponsors of the event are AT&T, Grand Rapids Public Schools, Grand Valley State 
University and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Proceeds from the event will benefit the Lupe Ramos-
Montigny “Si Se Puede” Legacy Endowed Scholarship at Grand Valley. Scholarships will be awarded in 
October to Hispanic students who are pursuing college degrees. 
 
Questions about the event can be directed to Lupe Ramos-Montigny, chair of the Committee to Honor 
César E. Chávez, at lrmontigny@yahoo.com or (616) 443-5922. 
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GVSU will host commencement ceremony for Traverse City graduates 
 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. — Two area residents will continue making a difference in their communities after 
they earn degrees from Grand Valley State University's Traverse City Regional Center. 
 
Nathan Burns and Kate Howard are among the 44 eligible graduates who will participate in the 
commencement ceremony, set for Tuesday, May 2, at the Hagerty Conference Center. 
 
• Burns will receive a bachelor's degree in liberal studies. Before enrolling in Grand Valley, Burns, 32, 
had taken courses at three different community colleges. When he made the decision, at 29, to finish his 
degree, Burns said Grand Valley's advisors understood the needs of adult students. 
 
"It's so important for adult students to get through their programs quickly," he said. "Many have full-
time jobs, families, they don't want to accumulate a lot of debt. The advising staff does a great job in 
helping make your degree possible." 
 
For a required internship, Burns drew from his connections as a seasonal worker for the Leelanau 
Conservancy. He monitored stream and lake levels, in addition to his regular duties of maintaining trails 
and leading volunteer and school groups. 
 
• Howard will earn a master's degree in social work. She works part-time at Munson Medical Center as a 
behavioral counselor for adults who are recovering from addiction. 
 
For her required social work internship, Howard worked with juveniles through Grand Traverse County 
Friend of the Court and said she enjoyed the opportunity to work with a different population. 
 
Commencement will begin at 6 p.m. at the Hagerty Conference Center, at Northwestern Michigan 
College, 715 E. Front St. Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas will give remarks. 
 
The speaker is Jennifer Strange, behavioral health manager at Traverse Health Clinic. Strange was 
appointed in 2015 by Gov. Rick Snyder to the Michigan Criminal Justice Policy Commission. 
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Conservative/Progressive Summit to take on political upheaval in America 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Politics and discourse in America today are more contentious than ever, and 
engaging with people of opposing political views in a civil manner is often difficult for many. 
 
Yet in the face of intense polarization, the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley 
State University will bring together more than two dozen nationally renowned scholars and writers to 
discuss the most difficult issues of modern American life and politics. 
 
From May 4-6, the Hauenstein Center will host its annual Conservative/Progressive Summit, which will 
feature lectures and panel discussions specifically designed to bring serious, thoughtful discussion about 
the shifting political and intellectual terrain of American life to the forefront. 
 
Speakers will include professors, authors, and journalists and contributors from media outlets including 
The Atlantic, The American Conservative, U.S. News and World Report, Vox, National Review, The New 
Republic, The Nation and more. Together, they will discuss political coverage in the media, religion and 
American civic life, the Trump administration, higher education, the history of conservative thought, the 
Constitution, and more. 
 
A full event schedule along with speaker biographies and information can be found here: 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0rL 
 
Hauenstein Center Conservative/Progressive Summit 
May 4-6, 2017 
Charles W. Loosemore Auditorium, Richard M. DeVos Center, 401 Fulton St. W., Grand Rapids, MI 
The event is free and open to the public, but registration is requested here: http://gvsu.edu/s/0rM 
 
"The three-day conference will not pretend to find the answers to political division," said Hauenstein 
Center director Gleaves Whitney. "Instead it will attempt to promote understanding of opposing 
viewpoints that are often absent from critical analysis among like-minded people." 
 
The summit is presented in partnership with the Kate and Richard Wolters Foundation, the Progressive 
Women's Alliance of West Michigan and the Russell Kirk Center for Cultural Renewal. 
 
The annual summit is a one-of-a-kind event in political discourse, said Common Ground program 
manager Scott St. Louis. 
 
"The Hauenstein Center's Conservative/Progressive Summit is a unique event that showcases a broad 
range of American political thought on the same stage," St. Louis said. 
 
For more information, visit HauensteinCenter.org/RSVP. 
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GVSU earns grant to fund initiative to support students from foster care system 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University received a $375,000 state grant to establish an 
initiative to support students who have experienced foster care. 
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services grant, funded over three years, will support 
hiring a life skills coach who will support up to 25 students from the foster care system, and a team of six 
student mentors. 
 
Sharalle Arnold, associate director of the Gayle R. Davis Center for Women and Gender Equity, was one 
of the grant writers. Arnold said Grand Valley will join the statewide initiative, Fostering Success 
Michigan, which includes a coalition of 14 other colleges and universities that have support systems in 
place to help students progress and matriculate through college. 
 
"The first hurdle is getting students to campus," Arnold said. "The second hurdle is helping them 
negotiate the university, especially if they are unaccompanied." 
 
Jesse Bernal, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, said the initiative enhances the university's 
commitment to creating a welcoming campus where all students can thrive. 
 
"This grant provides opportunities to support students in transition from foster care, and enhances the 
support already provided on campus by Student Services, Enrollment Development, and Inclusion and 
Equity for this community and others," Bernal said. 
 
Marnie Parris-Bingle, academic advisor for TRIO Student Support Services, was the grant's co-author. 
Parris-Bingle said there are about 6,300 youth ages 18-25 in Michigan who have experience with foster 
care. Fostering Success Michigan reported more than 80 percent of that population aspire to attend 
college but only 20 percent graduate from college. 
 
"Some youth in foster care can move up to eight times, which can bring a set of issues when they're 
ready to transition to college," Parris-Bingle said. 
 
Grand Valley's initiative, Fostering Laker Success, will provide students with support services focused on 
career development, financial aid, academic tutoring, networking, and more. The grant was written to 
support up to 25 students who are 20 and younger, and who have experienced foster care since they 
were 14 years old. 
 
The Fostering Laker Success life skills coach and student mentors are expected to be hired and trained 
by August. The initiative will be housed in the Center for Women and Gender Equity. 
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GVSU reports regional impact of $816 million 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The annual economic impact that Grand Valley State University has on the 
region is estimated at $816 million. Grand Valley issued its yearly tri-county economic impact report 
during its April 28 Board of Trustees meeting held at the L. William Seidman Center on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
 
The economic impact report covers Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon counties and used 2015-2016 data. 
Grand Valley employs more than 3,600 people and enrolls more than 25,400 students who spend 
money and pay taxes in the region. 
 
Some additional highlights of this year's report include: 
• New construction and renovations pumped more than $83 million into the local economy in 2016, 
creating more than 1,760 trade and construction jobs. 
• Construction of the $37.5 million Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall will be finished in May 2018 and will 
expand Grand Valley's health campus in Grand Rapids. On the Allendale Campus, an addition to the 
Performing Arts Center will add 44,000-square-feet of additional space to the existing building. The $20-
million project will be finished in August. 
• Grand Valley alumni now number more than 106,000 and nearly half are living or working in West 
Michigan's tri-county area. 
 
The entire Economic Impact brochure can be found at www.gvsu.edu/economicimpact. For more 
information on Grand Valley's impact visit www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
 
In other board action/discussion: 
• The appointment of Maria Cimitile as provost and executive vice president for Academic and Student 
Affairs was confirmed by the board. Cimitile said she will soon be visiting each college at the university. 
• Gayle R. Davis was recognized by the board for her 15 years of service as provost and executive vice 
president for Academic and Student Affairs. Upon her retirement, Davis will receive the title of provost 
and executive vice president for Academic and Student Affairs emerita. 
• The board approved a resolution for: 
• Reauthorization of three charter schools (Global Heights Academy in Dearborn Heights, Legacy Charter 
Academy in Detroit, Statewide Cyber); 
• The authorization of a new school (Flint Cultural Center STEAM Academy); 
• The approval of a site addition for another school (Michigan Mathematics and Science Academy in 
Center Line); 
• The merger of Detroit Achievement Academy and Detroit Prep; 
• The approval of new Charter Contract Terms and Conditions for 6a, 6e, and 6c schools; 
• The appointment or reappointment of charter school board members to GVSU-authorized public 
school academy boards. 
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Grand Valley State names new provost 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — President Thomas J. Haas announced his selection of Maria Cimitile to become 
provost and executive vice president for Academic and Student Affairs at Grand Valley State University. 
Her three-year term of service in the position will begin on July 1 with the opportunity for an extension. 
Cimitile is currently Grand Valley's associate vice president for Academic Affairs. She will succeed Gayle 
Davis who is retiring after 15 years in the position. 
 
Cimitile joined Grand Valley as an assistant professor in philosophy in 1999. She became an associate 
dean for Students and Curriculum in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences in 2005, returning to her 
faculty position three years later. She began working in various positions within the provost's office in 
2009 and rose to her current position as associate vice president in 2015. Cimitile earned a Ph.D. from 
the University of Memphis, a master’s degree from Villanova and a bachelor’s degree from College of 
the Holy Cross, all in philosophy. 
 
"Dr. Cimitile's keen judgment and her commitment to student success make her well suited to serve in 
this position," said Haas. "She has excellent experience and has demonstrated leadership in all the 
positions she has held at the university. Maria is widely admired by faculty, staff and students, and I am 
confident she will perform well in her new appointment." 
 
Haas cited her responsibilities overseeing university curriculum and her experience with budgets, 
strategic planning, advising and diversity among her many strong suits. 
 
"I'm honored and incredibly excited to accept this appointment," Cimitile said. "I have tremendous 
opportunities to work with the innovative faculty, staff and students at Grand Valley and to expand the 
unique work we are doing with our community partners. I have the advantage of having worked at the 
university for nearly 20 years, and I know how talented and dedicated this community is. Provost Davis 
has been a dynamic leader for Grand Valley, and I'm looking forward to building on the many 
accomplishments of our university." 
 
Haas will present her appointment to the Board of Trustees at its meeting on Friday, April 28, 2017. 
GVNow Story 
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GVSU Center for Entrepreneurship receives national recognition 
 
The Richard M. and Helen DeVos Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation (CEI) in the Seidman 
College of Business was recognized for leading the way in entrepreneurial education.  
 
The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), the world’s largest global education 
network, recognized CEI for its commitment to creating and incubating cutting-edge business 
innovations and fostering entrepreneurship in the next generation of business leaders. AACSB-
International is the premier accrediting body for business programs.   
 
"It is quite an honor to be recognized for the innovative programs and initiatives we offer that are 
designed to provide students broad, intellectual and practical skills, and a demonstrated ability to apply 
knowledge using skills such as creativity, critical thinking, communication and collaboration in real-world 
settings to help them develop an entrepreneurial venture," said Shorouq Almallah, director of CEI. 
 
The Seidman College of Business is one of 35 business schools around the globe to be recognized. A total 
of 120 nominations were submitted by AACSB-accredited schools across 34 countries, all of which 
highlighted unique approaches to fostering and developing entrepreneurship in undergraduate and 
graduate students. 
 
"This recognition reinforces the importance of innovation and entrepreneurship in business curriculum," 
said Diana Lawson, dean of the Seidman College of Business. "Entrepreneurship programs help students 
build skills in creativity and innovation. Whether it is a new business or helping an existing business 
remain relevant, innovation and creativity are necessities for success." 
  
GVNow Story 
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Leadership center opens on Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
 
Representatives from Consumers Energy and Grand Valley celebrated the opening of the John G. Russell 
Leadership Center April 28 on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus.  
 
The $11 million, 31,000-square-foot facility is located just south of Grand Valley's L. William Seidman 
Center on Front Avenue SW in Grand Rapids. The center is owned by Consumers Energy and was 
constructed and designed by the company for professional development for its employees. 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said the facility represents the power of private-public 
partnerships that are at the heart of the university's history, calling it the "perfect fit." 
 
"Grand Valley is in the talent business. The presence of the John Russell Leadership Center on our 
campus gives Consumers access to university services, academic talent and future employees," Haas 
said. 
 
John G. Russell, chairman of the boards of CMS Energy and Consumers Energy, said the center will not 
only build tomorrow’s leaders for Consumers Energy, but will also leverage the expertise of Grand Valley 
faculty and staff. 
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Holocaust survivor’s memoir supports endowment, educates students 
 
Joseph Stevens should not have survived World War II, but despite facing great odds, he said he did so 
with his wit, deception tactics and luck. He successfully evaded Hitler’s presence in Europe by concealing 
his Jewish identity while working at various jobs, and eventually sabotaging Nazi missions with the Polish 
resistance. 
 
Stevens chronicled his cunningness during World War II in his memoir, “Good Morning: A Life Story of 
Courage and Survival in the Face of Nazi Aggression.” After becoming Grand Valley’s first university-
published book in 2001, "Good Morning" is back in circulation and available for Amazon Kindle, Apple 
iBook, and Barnes & Noble Nook, along with an Amazon Kindle print-on-demand edition. 
 
All proceeds from the sale of the book benefit the Joe Stevens Freedom Endowment at Grand Valley, 
which funds lectures related to human rights and freedom. 
 
In 1938, Stevens was forced to leave school at the Federal Graphic Institute of Learning and Research 
when Hitler's regime marched into Vienna. After returning home to Kalisz, Poland, Stevens was quickly 
recruited into the Polish military. Fearing that following the order to wear the yellow Star of David 
would likely lead to death, he retreated to a small village. 
 
Stevens was eventually drafted into the underground Polish resistance movement. By day, he worked at 
a fishery where he befriended German soldiers and gathered valuable information about troop 
movements. By night, he led raids against Nazi soldiers: hijacking trucks, cutting communication lines, 
dropping grenades and stealing weapons. 
 
As the war was ending, Stevens returned to Kalisz to discover that his parents and younger sister died at 
Auschwitz, and that his brother most likely died in a labor camp. 
 
Stevens immigrated to the U.S. in 1949 and moved to Grand Rapids from Detroit in 1956 where he 
founded National Correct Color Service, and later worked for Amway Corporation before becoming an 
international consultant to large graphics firms. 
 
Stevens’ relationship with Grand Valley began in 1988 when he spoke publicly about his World War II 
memories for the first time in a Holocaust-based class taught by William Baum, professor emeritus of 
political science. 
 
When President Emeritus Don Lubbers heard about Stevens' compelling lectures and manuscript, he 
determined “Good Morning” would become Grand Valley’s first university-published book with the 
sponsorship of Hank Meijer, former CEO of Meijer Inc. 
 
Stevens’ son, Jack, said that it was challenging to convince his father to turn his memoirs into a book. 
 
“My brother, Rick, and I eventually convinced him that it would be valuable to his family and to future 
generations,” said Jack. “I think that professor Baum also helped convince him that a wider audience 
needed to hear what he had to say.” 
 
Once it was decided to move forward with the publication, Roger Gilles, professor of writing, was 
tapped to lead the project, while Robert Franciosi, professor of English, served as editor, and Daniel 
Royer, professor of writing, designed the publication. 
 
Franciosi, who incorporates the book into classes that examine the Holocaust, said that besides being a 
tale of survival, “Good Morning” is an intriguing account of how one man rebuilt his life after the 
Holocaust. 
 
“Joe Stevens lost his entire family, their home, and their business, but managed to create a new and 
successful life in America,” said Franciosi. “We know that most Holocaust survivors were traumatized by 
their experiences, but we too often ignore the fortitude they displayed afterwards.” 
 
In 2004, WGVU production staff traveled with Stevens to revisit the places of his life in Poland for the 
documentary, "Defying Hitler." The 30-minute film premiered in 2005 and received several national 
awards for excellence in documentary filmmaking. 
 
Stevens died in December 2011, just prior to his 94th birthday. 
 
For more information about the Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment Fund, visit gvsu.edu/stevens. 
 
For More Information Contact: Matthew Makowski in University Communications (616) 331-2228 
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Religion and science relationship to be discussed at GVSU conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Scientists, philosophers and theologians from around the world will gather in 
Grand Rapids to discuss the relationship between science and religion during an annual conference, 
hosted by the Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The Grand Dialogue in Science and Religion conference will be held Saturday, May 13, from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences’ Hager Auditorium (room 119), located on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
This year’s event will focus on interfaith exploration, including breakout sessions on Islam and 
providence, interfaith perspectives on God and evolution, Islam and violence, and the anthropic 
principle. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Scott Davison, professor of philosophy at Morehead State University. His 
presentation, “Science, Faith, and Answers to Prayer,” will take place at 10 a.m. 
 
Davison has written extensively on issues in the philosophy of religion, including in the book “Petitionary 
Prayer: A Philosophical Investigation,” and entries regarding prophecy and petitionary prayer for the 
“Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy” and “On the Intrinsic Value of Everything.” He currently serves as 
associate editor of Faith and Philosophy and book review editor for the International Journal for 
Philosophy of Religion. 
 
This year’s Grand Dialogue is a part of “An Abrahamic Inquiry into Science and Religion,” a three-year 
program funded by a nearly $1 million grant the Kaufman Interfaith Institute received in 2016 from the 
John Templeton Foundation. 
 
Throughout the course of the project, prominent philosophers, physicists and biologists from around the 
world will join together during annual workshops and conferences in West Michigan and the Middle 
East. Their objective is to better understand the ongoing debate between moderate and fundamentalist 
approaches to religion in Muslim, Christian and Jewish communities, which generally pits science against 
religion. 
 
This year’s conference is also being funded by the Fetzer Institute. 
 
An optional lunch is available for $5 with advance registration by May 8. To register for the conference, 
visit http://gvsu.edu/s/0s7. 
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World trade conference focuses on global teams, increasing exports 
--Student Global Awareness Day held May 4 at GVSU 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — West Michigan World Trade Week will bring together a multitude of area 
business leaders May 8-11 to help leaders increase exports and bring more business opportunities to 
West Michigan. 
 
In conjunction with West Michigan World Trade Week, Grand Valley State University's Van Andel Global 
Trade Center will host a business conference May 10. The event, in its 32nd year, will be held at Grand 
Valley's L. William Seidman Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus and focus on managing global 
teams. 
 
This year's keynote speaker is Michael O'Connor, CEO of Aon Risk Solutions in Chicago, the global risk 
management business of Aon plc headquartered in London. O'Connor holds a juris doctor from the 
University of Chicago and an MBA and bachelor's degree in business from the University of Notre Dame. 
 
West Michigan World Trade Week Business Conference 
May 10 
11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave., Grand Rapids 
Register at www.gvsu.edu/wtw 
 
Several breakout sessions are planned on a variety of topics including: 
• Protecting Against Cybertheft and Infringement 
• Finding and Hiring Distributors 
• Doing Business in Mexico, China and Taiwan 
• International Data Laws and Deemed Exports 
 
Student Global Awareness held May 4 at Grand Valley 
Since 2005, a key component of West Michigan’s World Trade Week is the Student Global Awareness 
program. Volunteers have reached more 1,400 Grand Rapids Public middle school students since the 
program’s start. Volunteers work in the classroom to provide students with practical information on 
what makes world trade work, how the global economy affects their daily lives and how to prepare 
students for an increasingly global job market. 
 
Students will attend a capstone event May 4 at the L. William Seidman Center, where they will interact 
and connect with professionals in the international trade community. 
 
The West Michigan World Trade Week Planning Committee is comprised of volunteers from more than 
20 internationally focused companies and organizations. The committee leadership alternates on an 
annual basis between the U.S. Commercial Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce and the Van 
Andel Global Trade Center. 
 
For a full schedule or more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/wtw or call (616) 331-6811. 
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Grand Valley’s Hauenstein Center to host annual PTSD conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — When American veterans return from their tours of duty, the struggles of post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury (TBI) and moral injury can be difficult for 
veterans and their families to deal with, and treatment of these often debilitating conditions is just 
beginning to be understood. 
 
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley State University will host the annual 
“Hidden Wounds of War” conference to address issues surrounding PTSD and TBI, while increasing 
awareness of the conditions and educate the community about treatments and resources available to 
wounded veterans and their families. 
 
This year's conference will focus specifically on moral injury, PTSD, and environmental exposure on the 
battlefield. 
 
“Of the many important presentations at this year’s conference, we are especially looking forward to 
our Thursday morning keynote speaker, Jim Hodges,” said Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center. “Jim is coming back to West Michigan for the fourth time in a decade to discuss his service in the 
Vietnam War and his experience with PTSD when he came home, and will also talk about issues of 
concern to veterans and their families. He has the perspective and stories that move audiences and raise 
awareness of the tough issues our returning men and women in uniform face.” 
 
“Hidden Wounds of War” 
Thursday, May 11, 2017 
8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
Grand Valley State University's Pew Grand Rapids Campus, Loosemore Auditorium 
401 Fulton Street West, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
Free and open to the public. 
Registration is requested here: http://gvsu.edu/s/0rX 
 
A full schedule of the day's presentations and speakers is available here: http://gvsu.edu/s/0s8 
 
The conference is co-presented by the West Michigan Veterans Coalition, Veterans Community Action 
Teams, myVA, GVSU Veterans Network and the Soul Repair Center. 
 
For more information contact Elena Bridges with the West Michigan Veterans Coalition at (616) 401-
2026. 
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GVSU football player donates stem cells to man in Denmark 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Laker football tight end Nick Keizer celebrated his birthday May 2 by donating his 
stem cells to a man in Denmark who needed a bone marrow transplant to survive. 
 
In March 2016, Keizer and many of his football teammates swabbed the insides of their cheeks during a 
Michigan Blood registry drive. At the time, Keizer said he never thought he would be a match. 
 
"The presentation pulled at my heart and I thought, 'Why not sign up to be a donor?' Yet I also thought 
the odds of me actually being a match can't be that high," he said. 
 
It's about a 1-in-500 chance, according to Caitlin Gallagher, community engagement representative for 
Michigan Blood, Be The Match. 
 
Gallagher said Michigan Blood was notified in December that Keizer was a potential match. He 
underwent more blood work and in February was deemed a perfect match for a 59-year-old man in 
Denmark who suffered from refractory anemia, a bone marrow disease. 
 
Keizer's donation was non-surgical and took about four hours, with needles in both of his arms. "I'm not 
a big needle guy, but I figured I could handle a little discomfort, because that doesn't compare to what 
the patient is going through," he said. 
 
His stems cells were then given to a volunteer courier who flew to Denmark on May 2. Gallagher said 
the transplants usually need to occur within 48 hours. 
 
Keizer, a native of Portage, graduated April 28 with a bachelor's degree in accounting and finance. He 
has one more season of eligibility left and will play football in the fall while pursuing a master's degree in 
business administration. 
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GVSU economist: Local economy surprisingly strong 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Despite signs that several local industries are topping out, the index for 
employment and new orders in West Michigan are at a two-year high, according to a Grand Valley State 
University economist. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
April.  
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) bounced to +35, up from +21. The production 
index remained very strong, but eased to +29 from +31. The index of purchases came in virtually 
unchanged at +26, and the employment index jumped to +26 from +21. 
 
"Most auto parts suppliers are still positive, although several business leaders have voiced concerns 
about softening auto sales," said Long. "The office furniture business is still experiencing a spring rally, 
and smaller firms are outpacing their larger counterparts. Just like many months in the past, the 
performance for the industrial distributors continues to be mixed." 
 
Long said there are some signs the "Trump rally" may be running out of steam. The West Michigan 
short-term business outlook, which asks leaders their perception for the next three-to-six months, 
remained positive but backtracked to +32 from +37. Looking out three-to-five years, the long-term 
business outlook also remained positive but edged down to a near-record low of +35 from +47. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." An expanded version of this 
report can be found in the Dropbox link provided above under media note. 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU announces first Beckman Scholar recipients 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Two Grand Valley State University students were named Beckman Scholars and 
will each receive $21,500 grants to conduct 15-month research projects with faculty mentors. 
 
Kimberly Bottenberg and Faith Ureel are the first students to participate in the Beckman Scholars 
Program at Grand Valley. In January, Grand Valley was selected as one of 11 institutions to administer 
the national undergraduate research program funded by the Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation. 
 
Bottenberg is a biochemistry major from Milford. She will work with Cynthia Thompson, assistant 
professor of biomedical sciences, to research how marmoset monkeys in Brazil use scent to 
communicate information about food resources. Ureel is a biology major from Livonia. She will work 
with Amy Russell, associate professor of biology, to reconstruct the population demography of European 
bats to determine if they have experienced an epidemic of a fungal disease similar to one underway in 
North America. 
 
Bottenberg and Thompson will travel to Brazil in July to work at a field research station observing 
marmosets in their natural habitat. When she returns to Grand Valley, Bottenberg will begin analyzing 
their data. "Doing this intensive research project will prepare me well for graduate school; this is such an 
amazing opportunity," Bottenberg said. 
 
In addition to leading a research project, Beckman Scholars have access to a group of 12 faculty 
mentors, opportunities to attend conferences and network with visiting scholars. 
 
Thompson said this program provides professional-level research experiences that can otherwise be 
difficult due to student time commitments and lack of funding. 
 
Russell said: "I really think this has the potential to make a life-changing impact on talented science 
students, and I’m so excited to see how high Grand Valley’s Beckman scholars will soar." 
 
Ureel said this experience will positively influence her career path; she plans to study molecular ecology 
and population genetics in graduate school. 
 
The Beckman Scholars Program is administered by the Office of Undergraduate Research and 
Scholarship. 
 
Susan Mendoza, director of OURS, said a total of five students will be selected over the program's three-
year funding cycle. Criteria include majoring in chemistry, biology, biochemistry, cell and molecular 
biology, or biomedical sciences, having support of faculty mentors and submitting a self-directed 
research proposal. Sok Kean Khoo, associate professor of cell and molecular biology, co-directs the 
program. 
 
Information about the program is online at www.gvsu.edu/ours/. 
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GVSU Police Academy sees increased class size, diversity 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University Police Academy's 2017 class is the largest in 
more than 13 years, with 40 recruits. 
 
The class is also one of the most diverse, consisting of 12 women (11 white, one Asian) and 28 men (22 
white, four African American, two Hispanic). 
 
Williamson Wallace, director of Criminal Justice Training at Grand Valley, said 13 recruits are already 
employed by area law enforcement agencies that are sponsoring their training. 
 
The academy is conducted annually during the spring/summer semester, May–August. Grand Valley’s 
academy goes beyond the mandatory minimum training requirement of 594 hours set by the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards and provides 653 hours of instruction in 16 weeks. 
 
Wallace said the academy is a leader in the state, introducing innovative training methods and 
techniques that are setting the bar for law enforcement education. 
 
For more information, contact Williamson Wallace at (616) 331-8515. 
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Students showcase efforts to protect Grand River watershed 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Area high school students will showcase their efforts to protect the Grand 
River watershed and the Great Lakes during the annual Groundswell Student Showcase May 17. 
 
The showcase will recognize the accomplishments of 5,000 local students from 32 high schools in the 
Grand Rapids region. Students will present videos featuring the actions they took this school year to 
help improve their communities and protect the environment. 
 
Groundswell, which is housed in the College of Education at Grand Valley State University, creates 
opportunities for hands-on environmental learning for students throughout Kent County. 
 
Groundswell Student Showcase 
 
Wednesday, May 17 
6 p.m. Video presentations 
7:15-8 p.m. Table exhibits 
Celebration! Cinema North at East Beltline & Knapp 
 
Groundswell is a coalition of community partners and a hub of the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative 
that offers teachers professional development and academic service learning opportunities. 
 
Financial support for Groundswell comes from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, the Wege Foundation, the Great Lakes Fishery Trust, 
the Baldwin Foundation and Grand Valley's College of Education. 
 
The event is free and open to the public. Visit groundswellmi.org/showcase-2017 for more. 
 
For more information contact Clayton Pelon at (616) 331-6813 or pelonc@gvsu.edu, or Kimberly 
Pawelka at (616) 331-6804 or pawelkak@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU education vessel receives new radar, weather equipment  
 
GRAND HAVEN, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's Grand Haven-based education and research 
vessel, the D.J. Angus, is kicking off the 2017 summer research season with new hardware that enhances 
the vessel's education and research abilities. 
 
The boat underwent the upgrades during the winter off-season to bring on-board equipment up to the 
same standard as the Angus' sister boat, the W.G. Jackson which is located in Muskegon Lake at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute. 
 
The updated equipment includes camera safety systems, an integrated touchscreen display for 
navigation, high-definition radar systems, Automated Identification System (AIS) and new digital 
weather sensors. The equipment enhances the educational mission of the boat, which is primarily used 
for K-12 outreach education programs. The radar, navigation and camera updates enhance ease of 
operation and safety. 
 
"We replaced analog equipment with digital equipment and made several improvements that enhance 
the efficiency and safety of the vessel," fleet captain Tony Fiore said. "It gives us access to navigation 
charts digitally instead of on paper, so the information is more accurate. It helps us with safety when 
we're under way." 
 
Camera upgrades mean that the captain of the vessel can see, in real-time, what's happening in all areas 
of the boat from the wheelhouse, including inside the engine room and on the back research deck. 
Having that information helps in case of emergency, Fiore said. 
 
Navigation is also greatly improved, as a community data-sharing program provides all vessels that use 
the RayMarine system with crowd-sourced depth information rather than charts which can become 
outdated with time. 
 
Even though the boat mainly serves AWRI's educational outreach program, these upgrades also mean 
that should a researcher need to use the D.J. Angus instead of the W.G. Jackson the instrumentation and 
data collection systems are similar. The new weather sensors digitally track wind speed, wind direction, 
barometric pressure, temperature and more. 
 
For more information on the Annis Water Resources Institute, visit gvsu.edu/wri. 
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GVSU computing graduates filling high-demand jobs in West Michigan 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The demand for computing professionals is at an all-time high nationally and 
Grand Valley State University is working to fill that need. 
 
Enrollment in computing-related majors and minors at Grand Valley set a new record in 2016; the 
number of credit hours grew from 10,623 in 2006 to nearly 18,225 in 2016. 
 
"You can't choose a discipline or career that does not involve computers; it is in every element of life," 
said Paul Leidig, director of the School of Computing and Information Systems (CIS). He added that 
popular jobs include software developers, computer systems analysts, web developers and information 
security analysts. 
 
More than 70 percent of engineering and computing alumni stay in the Grand Rapids area upon 
graduation, said Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing. 
 
"During their time at Grand Valley, students connect to the university and the community. In most 
instances, they secure employment in the area before they graduate because of internship and co-op 
experiences," Plotkowski said.  
 
Leidig said Grand Rapids is becoming an IT hotspot. National companies, like BDO USA and Auto-Owners 
Insurance, are trying to recruit Grand Valley graduates but they can't get them to leave West Michigan. 
 
"The solution," Leidig said, "is setting up small shops in Grand Rapids. These companies are taking the 
work to where the talent is." 
 
Although Grand Valley and higher education institutions, in general, are creating more technologists, 
more needs to be done, said Leidig. Solutions include attracting more women to the field and raising 
awareness in K-12. 
 
New programs have been added to Grand Valley over the last two years, including a medical and 
bioinformatics master's degree, data science minor program, a master's degree concentration in 
cybersecurity, and a new data science and analytics master's program that is awaiting final approval. 
 
One alumnus who did move out of the region works in Silicon Valley. Alex Restrepo, from Colombia, 
graduated with a master's degree in computer science in 2012. He moved to San Francisco and was 
recruited by Facebook to be a software engineer. He joined Instagram in 2012. 
 
"The proudest moment of my career has been being a part of the team that released an updated version 
of an app that is used by millions of people," Restrepo said. "I was only the second iOS programmer to 
work on Instagram in the early days. By the time I left, the team grew by 15 software engineers." 
 
For more information, contact the School of Computing and Information Systems at (616) 331-2060. 
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GVSU receives gold status from national sustainability group 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has again received gold status after completing a 
sustainability assessment developed by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education. 
 
The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System (STARS) gauges the progress of colleges and 
universities toward sustainability in all sectors, including education and research, operations, innovation 
and planning, and administration and engagement. Grand Valley joins gold STARS institutions such as 
Oregon State, Arizona State and Texas A&M University.  
 
"At Grand Valley, sustainability is not an empty buzzword — it is engrained in every practice," said Anne 
Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, which houses the Office of Sustainability 
Practices."This is a great collective achievement of all colleges and divisions, and recognizes Grand 
Valley's leadership in sustainability best practices and education not only among its students, faculty and 
staff, but among the communities of West Michigan as well." 
 
This is the fourth time Grand Valley has participated in the program. Grand Valley became the first 
Michigan university to receive gold status in 2013, and again in 2014, up from silver status in 2011. 
 
This year, Grand Valley's score increased from 66.05 to 70.80. Yumi Jakobcic, campus sustainability 
coordinator, credits the improved score to incremental increases across the board. 
 
"Sustainability is a collective effort," Jakobcic said. "We continue to offer more classes containing 
sustainability-related content and the number of professors engaged in sustainability-related research 
has increased. Our biggest improvement was in the waste category due to the university's Surplus Store, 
and our score for buildings increased as well." 
 
The self-reporting assessment included more than 900 questions and includes bronze, silver, gold and 
platinum statuses. View the full report at http://gvsu.edu/s/0sR. 
 
For more information, contact the Grand Valley Office of Sustainability Practices at (616) 331-7366. 
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GVSU Workshops teach high school students valuable career skills 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Several dozen Grand Rapids and Detroit-area charter high school students will 
spend a day getting a crash course in work skills at two professional development workshops on May 23 
and 25. 
 
Hosted by Grand Valley State University's Charter Schools Office, the professional development 
workshops will focus on professionalism basics, how to introduce people, the keys to a good handshake, 
and other skills that will help students as they apply for jobs and pursue higher education. The training 
will also include tips for effective public speaking, networking, how to maintain an appropriate "digital 
footprint" and more. 
 
Other groups of students have received work skills instruction as part of the Charter Schools Office 
Summer Enrichment Camp for 11th and 12th graders, but this is the first time the skills will be taught as 
a stand-alone development program. 
 
One workshop will be held in Detroit and another in Grand Rapids. The Detroit workshop will take place 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on May 23 at GVSU's Detroit Center, 163 Madison Street, Detroit; the Grand Rapids 
workshop will take place from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on May 25 at the Bicycle Factory, 201 Front Avenue SW, 
Grand Rapids. 
 
Shirley Keys is a current Grand Valley student majoring in multimedia journalism who experienced the 
work skills instruction as a high school student at Summer Enrichment Camp. She said taking part in 
mock interviews as part of the curriculum was extremely helpful to her. 
 
"From learning how to properly shake an employer's hand to creating a résumé, the mock interviews 
prepared me for what the real world would bring," Keys said. "The skills that I took away from the 
program were making direct eye contact, making sure to speak clearly, answering questions precisely, 
remaining calm throughout the interview, and more. Interviews would have been more difficult without 
this training." 
 
Charter Schools Office project manager Tona Ambrose said the goal is to host more professional 
development workshops for high school students and to open them to students from any school. 
 
A few spots are still open for the free workshops; students interested in attending can RSVP online at 
http://www.gvsu.edu/cso/events-index.htm 
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GVSU students working at Cannes Film Festival 
 
Thirteen Grand Valley students in the hospitality and tourism management program are spending two 
weeks in France working at the Cannes International Film Festival. 
 
Founded in 1946, the invitation-only festival previews new films of all genres and is considered one of 
the most prestigious film festivals in the world. This year's festival runs from May 17-28. 
 
Lorie Tuma, assistant professor of hospitality and tourism management, said students are among the 
select few who have full access for the duration of the festival coordinating events at The American 
Pavilion. They will hold official positions in international pavilions, host press panels, assist A-List 
celebrities and coordinate exclusive events.  
 
The events include Women in Motion Roundtable Discussions by The Kering Foundation with founders 
Francois-Henri Pinault and Salma Hayak Pinault, and The Closing Night Private Yacht Reception for the 
American Trailer Association. 
 
For more information, contact Lorie Tuma at (989) 506-3805 or tumal@gvsu.edu. 
 
Students attending: 
• Thomas Anglim, from Rochester Hills, Michigan 
• Robbie Bell, from West Bloomfield, Michigan 
• Allyson Bird, from Holt, Michigan 
• Steven Foster, from Berrien Springs, Michigan 
• Victoria Gortsema, from Traverse City, Michigan 
• Alyssa Jones, from Midland, Michigan 
• Alex Joynt, from Saginaw, Michigan 
• Courtney Kellogg, from Grand Rapids, Michigan 
• Shaunna Maxwell, from Clinton Township, Michigan 
• Michael Moratti, from Woodhaven, Michigan 
• Megan Packer, from Canton, Michigan 
• Melanie Watson, from Raleigh, North Carolina 
• Bianca Weir, from Gaylord, Michigan 
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GVSU faculty member earns fellowship in Gerontological Society of America 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A faculty research scientist in aging from the Kirkhof College of Nursing at 
Grand Valley State University was selected as a fellow of the Gerontological Society of America. 
 
Sandra Spoelstra, associate dean for research and scholarship, was nominated for the fellowship by 
KCON faculty members Cynthia Beel-Bates and Rebecca Davis, who are also GSA fellows. 
 
The GSA will honor all fellows at its annual Scientific Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts, in November. 
Fellowships recognize people who have contributed outstanding and continuing work to the field of 
gerontology. 
 
Spoelstra co-leads a program designed to help adults who live below the poverty line remain at home 
and within their communities rather than moving into a nursing home. The MiCAPABLE (Community 
Aging in Place, Advancing Better Living for Elders) program has successfully reduced falls and hospital 
admissions while improving a person's ability to function in a home setting. 
 
Spoelstra's research team, including co-investigator Sarah Szanton, from Johns Hopkins University 
School of Nursing, received three grants to support implementing MiCAPABLE statewide next year. 
 
Cynthia McCurren, dean of KCON, said, “This is a well-deserved honor for Dr. Spoelstra’s commitment to 
improving the overall well-being and health of older adults.” 
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GVSU alumnus named Michigan Teacher of the Year 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Luke Wilcox, a mathematics teacher at East Kentwood High School in Kentwood 
Public Schools, has been named the 2017-18 Michigan Teacher of the Year. 
 
Wilcox has 15 years of classroom experience, and was selected from dozens of nominees statewide. He 
received a master's degree in education from Grand Valley in 2006. 
 
“Great teachers inspire and motivate students to reach goals far beyond what the students originally 
expected of themselves,” said Gov. Rick Snyder. “We honor Luke as the tremendous teacher he is, and 
to recognize the huge contribution that devoted teachers are making by connecting with students, and 
elevating young peoples’ lives.” 
 
Wilcox serves as an academic support coach at East Kentwood. He said it was inspiration and motivation 
from teachers and counselors that helped him become the valedictorian of his high school class. “Their 
examples provided me with the drive to later become the successful public educator that I am today,” 
Wilcox said. 
 
He has taught algebra 1, geometry, pre-calculus, and AP statistics at East Kentwood High School since 
2001, and has served as Math Department chairperson. 
 
In 2015, Wilcox was among a group of math and science teachers who received the Presidential Award 
for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching from President Barack Obama. 
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GVSU education assistant wins national teaching award 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — Sherry Claflin, an educator at Grand Valley State University's Annis Water 
Resources Institute, has been named the 2017 Michigan Outstanding Earth Science Teacher by the 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers. 
 
The annual award is given for "exceptional contributions to the stimulation of interest in the Earth 
Sciences at the pre-college level," according to the association. 
 
Claflin is the lead instructor for the R.B. Annis Educational Foundation classroom programs at AWRI in 
Muskegon, and works with pre-college students as part of the institute's Water Resources Outreach 
Education Programs. The programs combine hands-on classroom science instruction with research that 
takes place on AWRI's education and research vessels. 
 
Claflin was honored for her ability to adapt her lessons using individualized strategies and new 
materials, her ability to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students and her collaboration 
with other schools and organizations to expand student opportunities.  
 
"We are very fortunate to have Sherry taking the lead in our classroom programs at AWRI," said Janet 
Vail, director of education and outreach programs at AWRI. "She effectively engages students in hands-
on science activities that have 'real-world' applications." 
 
Education and outreach programs are an important part of AWRI's mission and have been taking place 
since 1986. The Water Resources Outreach Education Program has allowed more than 167,000 students 
to experience water research in a hands-on fashion. 
 
The NAGT was established in 1938 with the goal to improve geoscience education, emphasize the 
relevance and cultural significance of the earth sciences, and to disseminate knowledge to educators 
and the general public. The competitive Outstanding Earth Science Teaching Award program was 
established in 1971 to identify, recognize and reward excellence in teaching. 
 
For more information on AWRI's education and outreach programs, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/0t1 
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GVSU economist: Local economy remains strong 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Despite concerns about decreasing auto sales, the West Michigan economy is 
still strong, a Grand Valley State University economist said. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
May. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at +27, a little below last month's 
two-year high of +35. The production index remained positive, but backtracked to +19 from +29. The 
index of purchases remained virtually unchanged at +24, while the employment index dropped to +13 
from +26. 
 
Long said new car inventories on dealer lots have now swollen to a 90-day supply, well above the ideal 
level of 60 days. 
 
"July and August used to be months for a production hiatus called 'model changeover' for the auto 
industry, but hot-selling brands in today’s market have often limited the production pause to a few 
days," Long explained. "For auto lines that are not selling well, the hiatus has now been used to balance 
dealer inventories. In a couple of months, some assembly lines may go down for as much as three 
weeks, potentially resulting in additional shutdowns in the supply chain here in West Michigan." 
 
Long said there is no sign of an inventory bulge in the office furniture business, and many local firms 
expect the second half of 2017 to be nearly as good as the first half. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU launches Laker Effect Campaign to further student success 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University leaders June 7 announced the launch of the Laker 
Effect comprehensive campaign. The campaign will provide increased support for students and allow 
university programs and facilities to stay current with changing needs of employers. 
 
With a fundraising goal of $85 million, the campaign will address three primary areas of need: 
opportunity, achievement and relevance. 
 
“Our strategic plan inspires and compels us to ensure our students are enabled and successful, and our 
programs are relevant for their future and the future of our region and our state,” said President 
Thomas J. Haas. “We appreciate the investment from all our donors and supporters in this campaign, as 
it will allow us to accomplish our goals and outcomes.” 
 
The first goal of the campaign is to increase donor funded scholarships. These scholarships will help 
provide access for students attending Grand Valley, and represents $25 million of the total budget. This 
goal, named Opportunity, will allow students to take the first step toward realizing their Laker Effect. 
 
The second goal of the campaign is to increase the resources and programs aimed at student success, 
ensuring that every student has the resources they most need. With a focus on Achievement through 
graduation, this represents $8 million of the total goal. 
 
The final goal is to increase investment in academic programs and facilities, so that Grand Valley meets 
the changing needs of students and the community. This includes the health campus expansion, 
initiated by the construction of Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall. This investment in Relevance represents $52 
million of the total goal. 
 
Campaign co-chairs include Jim and Donna Brooks, Grand Valley University (GVU) Foundation general 
chairs; and Dan and Pamella DeVos, GVU Foundation vice chairs. 
 
The Brookses anticipate a significant outcome. Donna Brooks said: “We are excited to play a leadership 
role in this campaign that will help shape the future for Grand Valley students and the West Michigan 
community. We look forward to working with [donors] to achieve our goals and grow the Laker Effect.” 
 
Dan and Pamella DeVos added that the campaign serves as a far reaching initiative that extends beyond 
Grand Valley’s campus. “As we look to the future for this community and the next generation of leaders, 
we can see that Grand Valley will play an essential role. It is our responsibility to the citizens of this 
community to help the university address the changing needs of students and continue its remarkable 
growth," Dan DeVos said. 
 
For more information about the campaign, visit www.gvsu.edu/giving/. 
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GVSU to host teen entrepreneur camp 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — About 45 high school students from 21 schools across the West Michigan area 
will spend a week at Grand Valley State University, immersed in the world of entrepreneurship to learn 
about creating a startup company. 
 
The 11th annual Teen Entrepreneur Summer Academy (TESA) is hosted by the Richard M. and Helen 
DeVos Center for Entrepreneurship (CEI) in the Seidman College of Business and sponsored by Amway. 
Amway employees help mentor and coach the student teams throughout the week. 
 
The teen academy, designed for students grades 9-12, includes interactive lectures, team-building 
activities, hands-on research, field trips, networking with local entrepreneurs and strategic planning for 
personal aspirations. 
 
On the final day of camp, students will pitch their idea to a panel of local business professionals for a 
chance to win cash prizes totaling $5,000. 
 
Teen Entrepreneur Summer Academy 
June 19-23 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
L. William Seidman Center, 50 Front Ave., Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
* Idea presentations and awards will take place June 23, 2-5 pm. 
 
“Exposure to entrepreneurship education, especially starting early in K-12, can have a lasting impact on 
students’ lifelong learning and career paths,” said Shorouq Almallah, CEI director. “While TESA is 
focused on recognizing business opportunity and starting a new business, in a broader sense, TESA helps 
high school students to develop entrepreneurial attitudes and experiences that meet the needs of the 
growing knowledge economy.” 
 
For more information, contact the Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at Grand Valley at 
cei@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-7582. 
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GVSU joins other sponsors of Active Commute Week 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University joins other sponsors of the 2017 Active Commute 
Week, June 12-16. 
 
ACW is sponsored by the Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle Coalition; teams and individuals can track their 
active transportation online during the week for a chance to win prizes. Active transportation includes 
riding the bus, carpooling, walking and biking. More information and a list of the week's events are 
online at www.acwgr.org. 
 
To kick off the week, the Grand Valley community is invited to ride bicycles with President Thomas J. 
Haas on Monday, June 12, from the center of the Allendale Campus to the Sustainable Agriculture 
Project on Luce Street. 
 
Participants will meet at the Bill Seidman statue near Mary Idema Pew Library at 4 p.m. Helmets are 
required, and the Grand Valley Police Department will provide an escort. Refreshments will be served at 
the SAP and bicyclists can join a guided ride back to campus at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Join social media during the week using #acwgr. 
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GVSU alum uses super memory to compete on FOX's Superhuman series 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Alumnus John Graham can memorize an 80-digit number in 40 seconds, a list of 70 
random words in five minutes, and 148 names and faces in 15 minutes. If he walked into a room filled 
with 100 people and met them all, he could remember all of their names. 
 
Graham's photographic memory is what some would call a "superpower," and he will put his ability to 
the test when he competes on FOX’s new television series, “Superhuman.” 
 
Graham, ’09, will compete on the first episode of the series, which airs Monday, June 12, at 9 p.m. 
EST. 
 
In each episode, five seemingly ordinary people use their extraordinary skills to compete for the 
opportunity to win $50,000. The competition is judged by panelists Mike Tyson, Christina Milian, and 
brain surgeon and neuroscientist Rahul Jandial. 
 
During the premiere episode, a group of people jog past Graham. His challenge is to memorize the 
names and random five-digit numbers each person is wearing, and then repeat them back to the show’s 
host, actor Kal Penn. 
 
What makes Graham’s ability additionally superhuman is the fact that he taught himself how to have a 
photographic memory by reading a book on memory techniques in 2014, called "Moonwalking with 
Einstein" by Joshua Foer. 
 
“The book talked about competitions where ordinary people tried to memorize the most numbers, 
cards, words or names. What shocked me is that none of the competitors had photographic memories,” 
said Graham, a native of Three Rivers. “They had all trained their memories with different techniques. I 
had always thought you were either born with a good memory, or you weren’t.” 
 
Graham said he quickly learned how to memorize a shuffled deck of cards in about six minutes after a 
week of practicing the techniques. Now, he can perform the feat in about one minute. 
 
“Most people would think that memory training would be boring and make their brain hurt, but the 
techniques are all about visualization and creativity. It’s actually really stimulating,” he said. 
 
During his challenge on the show, Graham said his strategy involved taking the task one step at a time. 
 
"When I was training in the weeks leading up to the show, I just kept telling myself, 'You can absolutely 
do this; just stay focused.' I tried really hard to tell myself that when the cameras were rolling, but the 
pressure of 400 people staring at me made it a lot harder than my practice sessions." 
 
Competing on “Superhuman” isn’t the first time Graham has tested his enhanced memory on a grand 
stage. In 2014, he competed in the World Memory Championships in China. A few months later, he 
competed in the 2015 USA Memory Championship in New York City and earned a 6th-place ranking. 
 
“That’s when I really knew I was onto something,” said Graham, who currently lives in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, with his fiancée. 
 
Graham’s road to competing on “Superhuman” began in 2016 when the show aired a special episode. 
 
“I knew two memory contestants on that episode, and one of them actually won the whole thing,” 
recalled Graham, who majored in liberal studies with an emphasis in politics and public policy at Grand 
Valley. “I thought, ‘If he can do it, so can I.’” 
 
A few months later, that contestant posted on Facebook that the show was searching for people with 
superhuman talents, so Graham applied. 
 
While he can’t divulge details about the results of the episode, Graham said he enjoyed being treated 
like a celebrity on the set. 
 
“The producers, crew and judges were all very uplifting and encouraging throughout the experience,” 
Graham said. “When the van came for me and the other contestants at the airport, we felt like we were 
the X-Men or the Avengers gathering to save the day with our superpowers.” 
 
Graham is currently in the final stages of completing a memory course that he will use to teach people 
how to have a "superhuman" memory similar to his. The course is available at memoryjohn.com. He also 
hopes to engage audiences interested in having enhanced memories through future public speaking 
opportunities. 
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GVSU students test device at NASA 
 
HOUSTON — Engineering students from Grand Valley State University recently returned from a trip to 
NASA's Johnson Space Center, where they tested a device they built for astronauts to use during future 
space missions. 
 
The trip in May was part of NASA's Micro-g NExT Design Challenge, which tasks students to design and 
build a device that addresses a space exploration challenge. In December, the Grand Valley North Stars' 
proposal for a surface sampling device was one of 30 selected to move on to the second phase of the 
challenge. The device is for astronauts to use to gather and contain multiple samples of surface 
particles. 
 
The students spent five months designing and building the device in Keller Engineering Labs on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. They used CAD software to design the device and a 3D printer to create the 
prototypes. 
 
Jake Stephens, a product design and manufacturing engineering (PDM) major from Lowell, said the 
simplicity of the design was intentional. 
 
"Astronaut suits are huge and stiff, and their gloves are bulky, like hockey gloves, so we had to take that 
into consideration while designing the device's handle," Stephens said. "Astronauts are working with 
limited resources and tools while they are in space, so we didn't want to create something complicated 
and detailed." 
 
On May 23, the team joined others from schools such as Purdue, Ohio State and Cornell universities to 
present and test their prototype in the Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory (NBL) in Houston, which includes a 
40-foot-deep pool that closely mimics a zero-gravity environment. The students gave a presentation to a 
panel of NASA engineers. 
 
In the Mission Command Center, PDM major Dylan DiGiovanni served as the communication liaison 
between the diver and the team. 
 
"I was prepared to walk the diver through the use of the tool step-by-step, but she didn't really need it," 
he said. "Our design was so intuitive and simple to use that she didn't need much instruction and 
guidance, which was nice to see. Testing went a lot better than we expected." 
 
The team took samples gathered at NASA back to Grand Valley to analyze and include in their final 
report. The report, due later this month, will be added to NASA's database for engineers to use and 
reference in the future. 
 
North Star team members are Brianna Forsthoefel, from Lansing; Dylan DiGiovanni, from Elk Rapids; 
Jake Stephens, from Lowell; Nate Kyburz, from Lowell; Taylor Rieckhoff, from Plymouth; and Daniel 
Scheske, from Sturgis. 
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TRIO Upward Bound begins summer program at GVSU 
-- Program earned five-year, $2.16 million federal grant 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Seventy high school students from Grand Rapids are participating in the TRIO 
Upward Bound summer program, which began this week at Grand Valley State University. 
 
The students, from Innovation Central and Union high schools, are staying in North C Living Center on 
the Allendale Campus and getting a head start on their classes for the upcoming school year. 
 
Josh Brandsen, director of TRIO Upward Bound, said each student takes four classes during the day and 
is required to attend two study table periods. The six-week program culminates with a week-long 
cultural trip to New York City, where Brandsen said they will tour colleges and visit attractions. 
 
TRIO Upward Bound is a federally funded program that assists high school students who would be first-
generation college students and who meet income guidelines. 
 
The program, which serves 100 students, recently received a five-year, $2.16 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
 
Brandsen said Grand Valley's program ranks high among all TRIO Upward Bound programs as it touts 
100 percent retention and high school graduation rates, and has done so for many consecutive years. 
More than 90 percent of Upward Bound participants enroll in college. 
 
The program has operated continuously at Grand Valley since 1978, Brandsen said. 
 
"With our program, we meet with our students year-round for classes and after-school tutoring," he 
said. "It's a family. You build relationships throughout high school and get to know the students and 
their families." 
 
Visit the TRIO Upward Bound website at www.gvsu.edu/ub/. 
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GVSU camp introduces girls to engineering 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Middle school girls will get a glimpse into the careers of technology and 
engineering at a four-day camp in June at Grand Valley State University. The camp is held to expose 
female students to careers in STEM occupations, which are made of less than 30 percent women. 
 
Science, Technology and Engineering Preview Summer (STEPS) Day Camps will be held June 19-22 and 
June 26-29 in the Kennedy Hall of Engineering on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
More than 80 campers from about 20 area schools will get hands-on engineering experience by 
designing, manufacturing and flying radio-controlled electric airplanes. Campers will engage in classes 
such as solar energy, aerodynamics, 3D printing, renewable energy and biomedical engineering. They 
will visit a corporate hangar to see fixed wing and helicopter airplanes.  
 
MEDIA NOTE: Campers will fly their airplanes at the Warped Wings Fly Field located at the corner of 
Alger and 56th Avenue in Allendale Thursday, June 22, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Another Fly Night is 
schedule for Thursday, June 29, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
The camp is coordinated by the Seymour and Esther Padnos College of Engineering and Computing with 
support from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Major sponsors include Amway, Arconic 
Foundation, Arconic Power and Propulsion, Bosch, Byrne Electrical Specialists, Consumer's Energy, GE, 
Gentex, NASA and Michigan Space Grant Consortium, and the Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
Education Foundation. 
 
The STEPS camp began at the University of Wisconsin-Stout and has been replicated in Minnesota, 
Illinois, Michigan and South Dakota. Grand Valley has hosted a STEPS camp each summer since 2002. 
 
For more information and a complete schedule of events, visit www.gvsu.edu/steps/ or contact Sara 
Maas at (616) 331-6025. 
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GVSU liberal studies professor earns national civic engagement award 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Danielle Lake, assistant professor of liberal studies, was awarded the John 
Saltmarsh Award for Emerging Leaders in Civic Engagement from the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities. 
 
The award was presented June 8 at AASCU's American Democracy Project annual meeting in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 
 
Lake was nominated for the award by Jessica Jennrich, director of the Gayle R. Davis Center for Women 
& Gender Equity, who said Lake has "an uncanny skill to link civic projects to tangible outcomes for both 
students and the community." 
 
Lake has designed and taught Community Based Learning courses on food security issues and wicked 
problems (societal problems that are difficult to solve), and hosted learning communities on 
engagement for faculty members. She is a research team leader for the Grand Rapids Engaged 
Department Initiative (GREDI), a collaborative effort among Grand Valley, Grand Rapids Community 
College and Aquinas College to connect classrooms with community. 
 
Informed by her work with GREDI, Lake said she is interested in developing courses that better prepare 
students for the challenges and rewards of civic engagement earlier in their tenure at Grand Valley. 
 
"Research at Grand Valley and nationally has shown that students are engaging less in their 
communities when they leave college than during their first two years," she said. "I'm excited by the 
opportunity to uncover this work and help develop opportunities for students that keeps them engaged 
throughout their time at Grand Valley." 
 
Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, said Lake has been a champion in 
helping students apply what they have learned in their liberal education classes to their work in the 
community, and creating awareness among colleagues about the positive impact community-based 
teaching has on student learning. 
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GVSU camp will teach local students about renewable energy 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — More than 40 students from 23 local middle schools will learn about renewable 
energy during the Energizing Our World camp at Grand Valley State University. The three-day, 
interactive camp will take place on the Allendale Campus June 20-22. 
 
During the camp, presented by Grand Valley’s Regional Math and Science Center (RMSC), students will 
participate in various sessions where they will engage in hands-on STEM activities to learn about solar, 
wind and hydro power. From constructing their own wind turbines to testing the power of flowing 
water, the lessons highlight the benefits of renewable energy, best sustainable practices and the 
applications of renewable energy in various fields of study. 
 
“The students of today are the shepherds of tomorrow’s world,” said Kristofer Pachla, RMSC director. 
“Engaging them in exciting energy learning encourages them to have a positive impact on, and 
responsible stewardship for, their world.” 
 
On June 21, campers will participate in a field trip to tour the South Kent Landfill and Waste-to-Energy 
Facility to learn how trash is transformed into steam, which can then be used to provide energy. 
 
On June 22, teams of students will work together to build and then race solar-powered cars. The 
building process will take place in Padnos Hall, rooms 205 and 206, and the race will take place from 
1:30-2:45 p.m. under the Transformational Link sculpture near Zumberge Hall. The race is open to the 
public. In the event of unfavorable weather conditions, the race will be held in the Kirkhof Center’s Pere 
Marquette Room. 
 
Grand Valley students, faculty and staff will serve in a variety of roles, including camp counselors and 
activity facilitators. 
 
Sponsors for this year’s camp include Grand Valley's Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Padnos College of Engineering and Computing, as well as Consumers 
Energy and a grant from the Michigan Space Grant Consortium. 
 
For more information, contact Chelsea Ridge, RMSC math program coordinator, at (616) 331-3172 or 
ridgec@gvsu.edu. Parking is available for media in Lot H. 
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GVSU carillon concert series to feature international musicians 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Some of the finest carillonneurs from around the world will fill the air with music 
on the campuses of Grand Valley State University during the annual International Carillon Concert 
Series. 
 
All concerts are free and open to the public. They will take place rain or shine. 
The 23rd annual Cook Carillon International Concert Series will take place on Sundays at 8 p.m. on the 
Allendale Campus, from June 25-August 20. 
 
Cook Carillon Concerts 
June 25 - Amy Johansen, Australia 
July 9 - James Fackenthal, Chicago, Illinois 
July 16 - Sharon Hettinger, Lawrence, Kansas 
July 23 - David Johnson, St. Paul, Minnesota 
July 30 - Laura Ellis, University of Florida 
August 6 - Sue Bergren, Naperville, Illinois 
August 13 - Ray McLellan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
August 20 - Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Grand Valley university carillonneur 
 
The 17th annual Beckering Family Carillon International Concert Series brings five concerts to the Lacks 
International Plaza located at the DeVos Center on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. These 
concerts will take place on Wednesdays at noon, beginning July 5. 
 
Beckering Family Carillon Concerts 
July 5 - Carol Lens, University of Denver 
July 12 - James Fackenthal, Chicago, Illinois 
July 19 - Helen Hawley, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 26 - Jon Lehrer, Vancouver, British Columbia 
August 2 - Julianne Vanden Wyngaard 
 
For more information, call Grand Valley's Music and Dance Department at (616) 331-3484. 
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GVSU's first graduates to celebrate 50th reunion 
-- Media opportunity: reunion surprise planned for participants 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Fifty-one people from Grand Valley State University's first graduating class will 
celebrate their 50th reunion June 23-24. 
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY: Mark Zumberge, the youngest son of James Zumberge, Grand Valley's first 
president, will address 50th reunion participants at noon on Saturday, June 24, in a tent near Lake 
Michigan Hall that will be constructed to look like the tent where the Class of 1967 held 
commencement. 
 
Zumberge's appearance is a surprise to reunion guests. Media members are welcome to cover the 
event and interview reunion guests. Zumberge is a research geophysicist at the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, University of California, San Diego. He lived in Michigan from 1962-1969, when his 
father left Grand Valley for the University of Arizona. 
 
Courtney Geurink, assistant director of Alumni Relations, said the number of participants represents 
roughly one-third of 138 members of the Class of 1967. 
 
Geurink said activities during the reunion include a campus tour, luncheon with current students as 
panelists, and a dinner. 
 
"The campus has changed so much since this class graduated, they wanted to see the changes and have 
lots of time together," she said. 
 
Don and Diane Paton met when classes convened at Grand Valley in 1963; they both served on the 
reunion planning committee. The Patons remember when the campus consisted of one building, Lake 
Michigan Hall, where students took classes and socialized. Don said it was important to the planning 
committee to schedule bus and walking tours to show the university's growth. 
 
Diane said it will be nice to reconnect with classmates who took a chance in 1963 on Michigan's newest 
college and its 15 faculty members. 
 
"Even though we were the first graduates, Grand Valley prepared us well for our careers, just as it does 
today," she said. 
 
Grand Valley 1967 vs. 2017 
• 1967: 138 graduates; 2017: 3,200 (April commencement) 
• 15 faculty members; 1,763 faculty members 
• 6 majors; 124 majors (graduate and undergraduate degree programs) 
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West Michigan natural history to be explored during community field day 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The 6th annual Allendale Community Field Day, a free, outdoor science event 
coordinated by Grand Valley State University faculty, will offer members of the West Michigan 
community the chance to learn about the natural history of the region. 
 
Allendale Community Field Day will take place from 9 a.m.-noon on Saturday, June 24, on the K-8 
campus of Allendale Public Schools, located on Learning Lane, just off of Pierce Street. 
 
Celebrating the theme of “Things that Happen,” participants will contribute to a time capsule that will 
be buried until 2031 when the 20th anniversary of the event will occur. They will also learn about the 
glacial origins of West Michigan, examine earth history through soil and tree cores, plant trees and 
flowers and even enjoy a free pig roast. 
 
"When we look at historical aerial photographs of Allendale and neighboring communities, we can see 
how the glaciers formed the Grand Valley region. What's really exciting, however, is to see many of the 
natural features that still exist today in our area," said Peter Riemersma, associate professor of geology 
at Grand Valley. 
 
Local Boy Scouts will also be on-hand to teach guests how to create their own rope, and children can 
participate in old-fashioned activities, such as bobbing for apples, three-legged races, face painting and 
hoop trundling. This year’s field day will also examine the influences of the Potawatomi and Dutch 
cultures in the area. 
 
The annual event pairs Grand Valley faculty and students with members from the community and 
Allendale Public School system for a fun day of engaging activities that promote outdoor education. 
 
Riemersma is one of the founders of the event along with Keith Piccard, adjunct professor biology and 
6th grade science teacher at Allendale Middle School. 
 
For more information about the event, contact Riemersma and Piccard at 
allendalecommunityfieldday@gmail.com. 
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Grand Valley State buys property, plans for engineering expansion and parking 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's Board of Trustees approved the purchase of the 
Ferris Coffee and Nut facility in downtown Grand Rapids, with plans to expand its engineering programs. 
The trustees held a special board meeting on the university's Pew Grand Rapids Campus June 21, 2017, 
and approved several real estate deals, including one to provide much-needed parking space for 
commuters. 
 
The purchase of the Ferris facility, at 227 Winter Ave., for $6.5 million allows the university to begin 
planning what will be the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing's Design and Innovation Center. 
It allows the university to avoid the delays and expense of constructing a new facility or taking a short-
term approach by expanding existing facilities it will certainly outgrow. 
 
"Enrollment growth in engineering has been explosive, more than doubling in the last 10 years," Dean 
Paul Plotkowski said. "This facility is move-in ready and perfectly located near our downtown campus, 
on a bus line and near where our students live. We're excited to plan and develop spaces where 
students from multiple disciplines will work together and develop projects for our industry partners. 
This is a game changer for us in terms of opening up potential to be innovative while providing an 
exceptional talent pipeline to employers." 
 
Ferris Coffee and Nut is remodeling another facility and will move its operations; Grand Valley is 
planning on moving into the 63,385-square-foot facility in summer 2018. The retail coffee shop that 
currently operates is expected to remain open to the public. 
 
Trustees also approved acquiring 4.8 acres in the city of Walker for $1.6 million. The deal puts together 
three parcels at Lake Michigan Drive and Kinney Avenue. The university is purchasing two of the parcels 
— 411 Standale Plaza Dr., N.W. and 449 Kinney Ave., N.W. The owner of the 2.5 acre parcel at 475 
Kinney Ave. is donating that portion to the university. 
 
This deal will provide more than 400 parking spaces right along the current bus line and the proposed 
Laker Line (Bus Rapids Transit). The Laker Line will travel between Grand Valley's Allendale and Grand 
Rapids campuses and through downtown to the university's health campus. The 20,000 square feet of 
retail space will remain operational and part of the city of Walker's developing business district. 
 
The trustees also approved the sale of a condominium near the Allendale Campus that the university 
purchased in 1987. Over the years, it has been used to house visiting faculty and international visitors, 
and host meetings and small retreats. The university no longer needs the condominium because a hotel 
has been built in the area and the university's Alumni House was built and includes overnight 
accommodations. 
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Ambassador Carla Hills to receive GVSU's Hauenstein Fellowship Medal 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies will 
present Ambassador Carla Hills, former Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and U.S. Trade 
Representative, with the Hauenstein Fellowship Medal, one of the highest honors the university can 
give. 
 
The presentation of the medal will follow Hills' William E. Simon Lecture in Public Affairs, celebrating 
President Gerald R. Ford's 104th birthday, at the Ford Presidential Museum at 7 p.m. on July 13. 
 
Hills served as President Ford's HUD Secretary (the third woman to hold a cabinet position) and also 
served as an assistant Attorney General in the Civil Division of the Department of Justice.  
 
She has also served as a professor in UCLA's law school and is currently the chairman and CEO of Hills & 
Company International Consultants. 
 
The Hauenstein Fellowship Medal recognizes the extraordinary life of the center's namesake, Ralph 
Hauenstein, and is intended to recognize public servants who exemplify the service and leadership that 
Grand Valley State University seeks to inspire in its students and graduates. 
 
"The conferral of the Hauenstein Medal is always a very special occasion for our center, as it allows us to 
reflect on Ralph's life and achievements while celebrating someone who holds the same leadership 
ideals," said center director Gleaves Whitney. 
 
Previous recipients of the Col. Ralph W. Hauenstein Fellowship Medal include President Gerald R. Ford 
(posthumously), Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Secretary of 
State James A. Baker, Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen, Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill, 
Ambassador John Beyrle, and Admiral James M. Loy. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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GVSU researchers use new method to explore giving traits of specific communities 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Researchers from the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand 
Valley State University have released a new report that demonstrates a new method of defining and 
analyzing the philanthropic traits and character of a community. 
 
The report, Understanding the Philanthropic Character of Communities, applies the new method to two 
separate case studies that focus on the communities of Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo. 
 
"This kind of research is unique because it combines publicly available data with original, qualitative 
interviews with philanthropic leaders to identify patterns and trends of how giving is done in a specific 
community," said Kyle Caldwell, executive director of the Johnson Center. 
 
"This report can help identify possible ways to influence giving on a local level," Caldwell said. 
"Fundraisers, too, might benefit from a deeper understanding of giving in their community." 
 
The new method of analyzing the philanthropic nature of a community focuses on several specific 
variables, including ways that donors give, the types of issues that received the most funding, 
expectations from peers about giving, whether or not gifts were anonymous or named, and the degree 
of collaboration among donors. 
 
"By focusing on the details of how the most prolific donors in a community are giving, we're able to 
better understand and find patterns that reveal the distinctive and unique philanthropic character of 
each community," said Michelle Miller-Adams, political science professor and a researcher for the 
report. "By looking at the data and consulting with 'expert witnesses' to philanthropy in these 
communities, our team was able to reach more nuanced conclusions." 
 
Independent analysis of giving patterns in each of the two communities shows that in both Grand Rapids 
and Kalamazoo, dollars and leadership have been critical to preserving the health of each community 
and preventing the economic and population declines that have characterized many other cities in the 
region. 
 
The analysis also shows that there are significant differences in the tendencies and focus of the most 
prolific donors in each community. Coordination between donors, the leadership roles played by 
funders, the role of religion and the types of programs that are funded varied between the two 
communities. 
 
The research focused on case studies that compared approaches to giving to the arts (ArtPrize in Grand 
Rapids and the Gilmore Festival in Kalamazoo), K-12 education (Challenge Scholars in Grand Rapids and 
the Kalamazoo Promise), and downtown development. 
 
Grand Valley's research team included Miller-Adams and Johnson Center researchers Grace Denny, Teri 
Behrens and Michael Moody. 
 
The full report is available online at bit.ly/PhilanthropicCharacterReport 
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GVSU August 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
FALL ARTS CELEBRATION 
The university has a rich history of providing events and programs for the community centered on the 
arts. This year’s Fall Arts Celebration continues this 14-year tradition by featuring distinguished writers, 
poets, musicians, artists and scholars. All events are free and open to the public. For more information, 
visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
“Afghanistan to Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode” 
Exhibition Dates: August 25–October 27 
Exhibition Reception: September 18, from 5-7 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus 
Jim Goode, professor of history at Grand Valley State University, and his wife, Virginia, have explored 11 
countries throughout the Middle East for business and pleasure over the past 50 years. They have also 
taken great satisfaction in introducing more than 100 Grand Valley students, faculty, staff members and 
friends to the people, cultures and landscapes of this area of the world. Along their adventures the duo 
has collected a wide variety of ceramics, rugs, textiles and other everyday objects — most representing 
simple instruments of daily life in these regions of the world. During the art exhibition, “Afghanistan to 
Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode,” many of these acquired items will be on display for the 
first time in Grand Valley’s Art Gallery. 
 
“The exhibition displays some very simple, but important objects that allow insight into the daily lives of 
ordinary people in the Middle East region,” Jim said. “We all share certain common practices, such as 
the need to prepare food and drink, entertaining family and friends and worshiping. This exhibit 
emphasizes such commonalities; we are more alike than we are different, regardless of our cultural 
backgrounds.” 
 
Jim began teaching for Grand Valley’s History Department in 1986, and said students have been at the 
center oftheir involvement in the Middle East. He helped establish the university’s Middle East Studies 
program and has facilitated student involvement in the Model Arab League since 1988. Jim has 
additionally led study abroad programs to Egypt and Turkey over the past 17 years. He will retire from 
Grand Valley in December; Virginia retired as office coordinator of Grand Valley’s Chemistry Department 
in 2006. 
 
============================================ 
GVSU ART GALLERY 
 
For more information about Grand Valley State University art exhibits, call (616) 331-2563 or visit 
gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
 
“Mathias J. Alten: An Evolving Legacy” 
Exhibition dates: ongoing 
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery 
DeVos Center, Building E, Room 103 and 202, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Gordon Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 1-5 p.m.; closed on holiday weekends 
The German-born American artist, Mathias Joseph Alten (1871-1938) is often referred to as the dean of 
Michigan painters. Working in a traditional representational style, Alten incorporated the aesthetics and 
techniques of the Impressionist Movement in paintings infused with light and punctuated with deft 
brushwork. Based in Grand Rapids, Alten created more than 3,800 works of art over a more than 40-
year career, including landscapes, seascapes, portraits and florals. Grand Valley State University holds 
the largest public collection of Alten’s work in the world. 
 
“Common Balance: Still Life Paintings by Mike McDonnell” 
Exhibition dates: May 12-September 22 
Blue Wall Gallery, DeVos Center, Building B, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
In the early 1980s, Michigan-based artist Mike McDonnell became enamored with still life arrangements 
of common household objects. He began by drawing each object individually, then patiently applied 
multiple glazes of watercolor paint to achieve rich color and the illusion of realism. This exhibit features 
a selection of McDonnell’s work from 1982-2009 that spotlights his desire to idealize common objects in 
balanced and unique groupings. 
 
“Roger That! The Life of Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee” 
Exhibition Dates: July 7-October 27 
Kirkhof Center Gallery, Allendale Campus 
Roger Bruce Chaffee was chosen to be one of America’s first Apollo astronauts as part of NASA’s 
program to send a man to the surface of the moon and back to earth. Tragically, the 31-year-old Grand 
Rapids native died, along with his two fellow crew members, when a fire broke out inside of their 
spacecraft during a routine test on January 27, 1967. The photo exhibition, “Roger That! The Life of 
Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee,” marks the 50th anniversary of that tragedy and seeks to educate the public 
on his life and achievements. 
 
“Humanitarian Work in Havana: The Story of First-Hand Aid” 
Exhibition dates: May 12-September 22 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall, Allendale Campus 
In June 2012, Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physical therapy, and Charlie Pryor, '12, traveled 
to Havana, Cuba, with First-Hand Aid (FHA). FHA is a humanitarian organization based in Grand Rapids 
that sends representatives to Cuba to provide food, medicine and financial support to people in need. 
Alderink and Pryor learned of FHA during a previous trip in 2012 to Havana with the organization and 
the Grand Valley State University men’s baseball team. However, during the initial trip, Alderink and 
Pryor were unable to join in the work of FHA. So, they decided that they had to go back on their own. 
This exhibit shares the FHA experience and informs visitors about the Cuban national health system, its 
strengths and weaknesses and FHA’s story. 
 
============================================================ 
INTERNATIONAL CARILLON CONCERT SERIES 
 
Some of the finest carillonneurs from around the world will fill the air with music on the campuses of 
Grand Valley State University during the annual International Carillon Concert Series. The 23rd annual 
Cook Carillon International Concert Series will take place on Sundays at 8 p.m. on the Allendale Campus 
through August 20. The 17th annual Beckering Family Carillon International Concert Series brings five 
concerts to the Lacks International Plaza located at the DeVos Center on Grand Valley's Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. These concerts will take place on Wednesdays at noon. For more information, contact 
Grand Valley’s Music and Dance Department at (616) 331-3484. 
 
Beckering Carillon – Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
August 2 - Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, GVSU university carilloneur 
 
Cook Carillon – Allendale Campus 
August 6 - Sue Bergren, Naperville, Illinois 
August 13 - Ray McLellan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
August 20 - Julianne Vanden Wyngaard 
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GVSU group develops tool for children to earn screen time 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A Grand Valley State University group has developed an app for a local 
entrepreneur that addresses a common concern among parents: the amount of time their children 
spend on electronics. 
 
Grand Valley's applied Medical Devices Institute (aMDI) has developed Test 4 Time! (T4T), an app that 
makes children earn screen time on tablets and smartphones. T4T asks math questions for children in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. If they answer the questions correctly, they get the time. 
 
"The app addresses a difficult challenge all parents have and allows parents to manage their child's time 
on a device while making the experience fun, educational and challenging," said Brent Nowak, executive 
director of aMDI. 
 
The idea for the app came from its inventor and founder Tim Smock, from Forest Hills, six years ago 
when his 7-year-old son asked to play video games every day. 
 
"I would write down 20 math questions and told him if he answered them, he could have one hour on 
the Wii," he said. "I wondered if this process could be automated and came up with the idea for Test 4 
Time." 
 
He filed for a provisional patent in August 2011 and began exploring development options. 
 
Smock worked in 2016 with students from Grand Valley's School of Computing and Information Systems 
to build a prototype of the app. Earlier this year, he came to aMDI to bring the app to market. Josh 
Doneth, a computer science major from Ada, was hired by aMDI in February to help write code and 
design the app. 
 
Nowak said in six months aMDI created a full development program for T4T, from market study to 
product testing to launch. 
 
"The aMDI team, which includes students and staff members, demonstrated that we can work at the 
pace of industry to launch a product to industry standards," Nowak said. 
 
Smock said he's enjoyed working with aMDI. “The value and professionalism are exemplary, and we are 
very excited by the early enthusiasm for this app from parents and teachers," Smock said. 
 
Nowak said the next step is to develop a hardware device with the T4T software that requires children 
to earn time on the TV and video game consoles. 
 
The project was funded in part by the State of Michigan’s Small Company Innovation 
Program/Technology Commercialization Assistance program. Learn more at www.test4time.com. 
 
About aMDI 
 
The applied Medical Devices Institute (aMDI), located on Medical Mile in the Cook-DeVos Center for 
Health Sciences on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus, is a first of its kind in West Michigan. It 
provides access to researchers, engineers, medical professionals, and business and entrepreneurial 
professionals. It uses an integrated approach that includes intellectual property, business review and 
mentoring. The center was established in 2016. 
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GVSU economist: Local economy remains on track 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy is still growing, a Grand Valley State University 
economist said. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
June. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at +31, a modest improvement over 
last month's +27. The production index edged up to +26 from +19. The index of purchases remained 
virtually unchanged at +22, while the employment index jumped to +23 from +13. 
 
Long said slower auto sales have resulted in most auto parts suppliers showing signs of plateauing, but 
no major firms have reported a significant drop in sales. He said some firms have seen an uptick in 
quoting activity. 
 
Long also said the office furniture industry continues to show signs of topping out, but no decline 
appears to be on the horizon. "Because of the apparent topping out for some of our local industries, the 
capital equipment market remains mixed, and the bias is still to the down side," he said. "For the 
industrial distributors, the summer maintenance schedules have given some firms a slight boost." 
 
The West Michigan employment picture continues to be a bright spot for the local economy, Long said. 
Ottawa County has the lowest unemployment rate in the state at 2.6 percent, and Kent County tied for 
third lowest at 2.8 percent. The current Michigan unemployment rate stands at 4.2 percent. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU university carillonneur named president of national guild 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, university carillonneur at Grand Valley State 
University, has been named president of The Guild of Carillonneurs in North America (GCNA). 
 
The GCNA’s mission focuses on promoting the carillon art by supporting the development of proficient 
carillonneurs, encouraging the building of new carillons and improving existing carillons, and composing 
and distributing carillon music. The GCNA is a member of the World Carillon Federation. 
 
Vanden Wyngaard said that as president of GCNA, she hopes to nurture the next generation of 
carillonneurs. 
 
“We have a nice group of young carillonneurs, and I want to work hard at keeping them interested, 
active and contributing to the growth of the carillon culture,” she said. 
 
Vanden Wyngaard has served as the principal performer and teacher on Grand Valley’s Cook Carillon 
Tower since its dedication in 1994 on the Allendale Campus. In 1999, she completed the requirements 
for carillonneur member status in the GCNA and is currently serving a term on the guild’s board of 
directors through 2020. In the past, she also served two terms as vice-president. 
 
In 2000, Vanden Wyngaard completed the diploma requirements at the Netherlands Carillon School in 
Amersfoort. 
  
For Immediate Release 
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or lyonme@gvsu.edu 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Renderings of the health campus expansion and a tuition comparison chart are available 
at this Dropbox link: http://gvsu.edu/s/0uI 
 
 
Grand Valley State announces expansion to Grand Rapids health campus, sets tuition 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University is expanding its health campus in downtown Grand 
Rapids to accommodate the ever-increasing demand from students and health care providers.  
 
The university's Board of Trustees approved a building project on the Medical Mile on Michigan Street at 
its July 14 meeting. The new building, at 333 Michigan, will be next to Grand Valley's Cook-DeVos Center 
for Health Sciences and within a block of Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall, currently under construction on 
Lafayette Avenue. 
 
The new $70 million building project will create additional spaces for the health professions and nursing 
programs. Construction is scheduled to begin in June 2018, with the opening set for May 2021. 
Finkelstein Hall is 84,000 square feet and will be completed next May. 
 
"This approval is a major turning point for Grand Valley's health programs," said Provost Maria Cimitile. 
"Demand has exceeded our ability to accept highly qualified students, and these two new buildings, 
right in the middle of the city's vibrant medical community, will provide exceptional opportunities for 
more students to attend Grand Valley and benefit from the unique combination of liberal education 
with professional training. This combination makes our graduates highly employable by area hospitals 
and medical facilities." 
 
Grand Valley is the leading provider of health care professionals in the region, and the project received 
authorization from the Michigan Legislature. The state approved a capital outlay request of $29 million 
for the five-story, 160,000-square-foot building. The rest of the funds will come from private donors and 
university bonds. 
 
The trustees also adopted the university's FY 2018 budget and set tuition rates for the academic year. 
Trustees approved a $237 per semester increase in tuition, bringing annual tuition to $11,994 for a full-
time undergraduate Michigan resident. The budget includes $47 million in financial aid for students, 
which is an increase of more than $3.3 million to be awarded in the form of scholarships and grants. 
 
The university is expected to receive $70.1 million in state funding, some of which is awarded to Grand 
Valley based on its superior performance in key areas such as retention and graduation rates. Grand 
Valley ranks fourth for retention and third in graduation rates of all public universities in Michigan. 
Nearly 85 percent of recent graduates stay and work in Michigan. 
 
"It's incredibly gratifying for the Legislature to again recognize Grand Valley as the state's most 
efficiently managed university and our investment in our students and their promising medical careers," 
said John Kennedy, chair of the Grand Valley Board of Trustees. "And the university achieves high 
performance while still keeping tuition lower than the majority of other public universities in the state. 
Students are graduating and employers are recognizing their talent. They're staying in Michigan and 
giving back to their communities." 
 
The performance funding from the state has allowed Grand Valley and President Thomas J. Haas to 
provide the Grand Finish grant to students who stay on track toward graduating in four years. The grant 
awards a $1,000 scholarship at the start of the fourth year to students with at least 90 credits. Since the 
Grand Finish program began in 2011, more than 13,500 students have received the award heading into 
their final year of their undergraduate degree. 
 
"An education provides benefits to a family, a community and a state," said Haas. "Education is a public 
good, and by making it affordable and accessible to more people, who in turn contribute to the health of 
our state, we change our collective futures. Grand Valley is absolutely committed to these principles, 
and we back up the commitment by increasing financial aid each year so more of our students get the 
financial help they need to earn their degree." 
 
The state's share of Grand Valley's entire budget is 18 percent. Trustees earmarked all of the funding 
from the state for student financial aid, debt service, maintenance and utilities for classroom buildings. 
 
For additional information highlighting Grand Valley's performance, visit www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
For a chart detailing tuition at Michigan universities, visit http://gvsu.edu/s/0uJ. 
 
In other board action/discussion: 
 
• Trustees approved a new master's degree program in Data Science and Analytics. Housed in the School 
of Computing and Information Systems and Statistics Department, graduate students will learn analytics 
skills that are necessary to work with big and complex data sets. Paul Leidig, director of CIS, said the 
program will prepare students to be data scientists, a field that has grown by 57 percent since 2016. 
 
• James Moyer, associate vice president for Facilities Planning, reported that renovations and an 
addition to the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale Campus will be finished in August. The two-
story, 47,000-square-foot addition includes a black box theater, support spaces, two theater classrooms 
and three ensemble rooms. 
 
Moyer also said the Mackinac Ravine Restoration Project on the Allendale Campus will be finished in 
October. The project will restore about 1,000 feet of the ravine located north of Zumberge Pond. 
 
• Trustees approved the authorization of Old Mission Peninsula Community School, a charter school in 
Traverse City; a site change for Michigan Mathematics and Science Academy in Center Line; a grade 
addition for Evergreen Academy (Kalamazoo) and Oakland Academy (Portage); and the appointment or 
reappointment of charter school board members to GVSU authorized public school academy boards. 
 
For immediate release 
July 17, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos from the 2016 sHaPe Camp are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0uP. 
Photo credit: Jess Weal 
 
 
Area teens to explore health professions at GVSU camp 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Teenagers in West Michigan will explore careers in the health professions field 
during Grand Valley State University’s annual Summer Health Activities and Professions Exploration 
(sHaPe) Camp. 
 
“Grand Rapids has high impact and need in the health professions, but at the same time, students are 
generally exposed to a select few careers in health professions,” said Kristofer Pachla, Regional Math 
and Science Center director. “Exploration of a variety of career options helps students see a path that 
may be right for them, and help fill a regional workforce need.” 
 
sHaPe Camp, designed for students entering eighth or ninth grade, will be held July 17-20, from 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. each day, at the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences, located on Medical Mile on Grand 
Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The camp is sponsored by Grand Valley’s College of Health 
Professions, and Regional Math and Science Center (RMSC). 
 
During this year’s camp, participants will explore the professions of dosimetry, medical laboratory 
science, occupational therapy, physical therapy, physician assistant studies, public health, radiation 
therapy, sonography, sports medicine and therapeutic recreation. 
 
“The population of sHaPe participants is right at the age where curiosity of youth starts to bleed into the 
future of a career,” Pachla said. “By making the learning fun, while still promoting career pathways, 
sHaPe provides the structure to keep young students engaged in STEM pipelines for years to come.” 
 
Students will also have the opportunity to participate in hands-on STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) activities, including laboratory work and simulations with modern medical 
equipment. Campers will additionally learn about personal health and fitness, including exercising in fun 
ways and making nutritious meals. Student will also take a field trip to the Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Campus on July 19 where staff members will guide them in exploring additional health careers in a 
hospital setting. 
 
The camp is directed and taught by Grand Valley faculty and staff from the College of Health Professions 
and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
 
Media interested in attending are asked to check in at room 123 in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health 
Sciences or call Kathy Agee, RMSC science program coordinator, at (616) 690-0695. 
 
For more information about sHaPe Camp, visit www.gvsu.edu/rmsc. 
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GVSU to host South Korea trade mission 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — From 2006-2016, trade between South Korea and Michigan grew by $425 
million. In 2016, South Korea purchased $976 million worth of Michigan products and is the state’s 
fourth-largest source of goods. 
 
The Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand Valley State University is hosting a trade mission to Seoul, 
South Korea, in October. 
 
"South Korea ranks high in personal safety, job security and ease of doing business," said Sonja Johnson, 
executive director of VAGTC. "After signing the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement in 2007, and with a 
consistent placement in the top 10 countries for Michigan exports, South Korea provides exciting 
opportunities for Michigan businesses." 
 
Johnson said participants will have the opportunity to begin business relationships with potential 
agents, distributors or other strategic partners in South Korea. 
 
The trade mission includes a pre-travel market and culture briefing, face-to-face meetings in the 
country, exposure to local experts for market insights, networking opportunities and more. 
 
The fee is $2,900 per person; a non-refundable application fee of $1,000 is due by August 4. The fee 
does not include international and domestic airfare, visa, hotel, meals and incidentals. 
 
Space is limited. For more information, contact the Van Andel Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811 or 
visit www.vagtc.org. 
  
For Immediate Release 
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MEDIA NOTE: July 20 is the last full day of the summer enrichment camp. All students have signed 
publicity waivers and can be interviewed for any stories. Please contact Nate Hoekstra to arrange an 
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students learning at the university's Sustainable Agriculture Project are available for media use here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/j9xlxfaqk1ydmgj/AACoe-GKzNv3NQPQUjTmTF8Ba?dl=0 
 
 
High school students experience university life at GVSU summer enrichment camp 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Nearly 100 high school juniors and seniors are wrapping up five days of intensive 
college preparation Thursday as Grand Valley State University's Summer Enrichment camp comes to a 
close. 
 
The camp, organized by Grand Valley's Charter Schools Office, is a groundbreaking program that brings 
two groups of 48 students from nearly two dozen Michigan schools to campus for a week for fun, 
professional skills development, and college readiness training. 
 
Students who attend the camp have a whirlwind schedule that keeps them busy as they take part in 
activities that will help them personally and professionally. 
 
The college experience is an important aspect of the camp, and students stay in on-campus housing with 
students from other schools, just like a first-year student at GVSU would typically do. Students also take 
mock classes with professors on campus, eat at on-campus dining options and meet with financial aid 
and admissions representatives. 
 
While many of the activities are professionally and educationally focused, there is also time for fun and 
creative ways for students to explore campus. There are opportunities to explore a dance class with a 
student dance club, visit the student radio station, or help plant lettuce and taste fresh tomatoes at the 
university's Sustainable Agriculture Project. There are also chances to go to Lake Michigan and explore 
Grand Rapids. 
 
"I really liked the experiences where we got to meet new people the most so far. It's really helped my 
speaking and social skills," said Sreenu Kunapareddy, a junior at Canton Preparatory High School. "I went 
to the farming class on campus and learned a ton; I thought it was just like planting flowers but it's way 
more interesting than that." 
 
Teachers from some of the schools represented volunteer to help with the camp, and say they see major 
changes in the students who apply and attend the camp. 
 
"I like that they get to choose what classes they go to, they get to choose six of their 10 courses, which 
will help them hopefully identify something to study when they go to college," said Ron Brown, a math 
teacher at Canton Preparatory High School. "I love seeing the kids have fun. Every day there are new 
stories, tons of laughs, tons of smiles. They're experiencing new things, overcoming fears, coming out of 
their comfort zone and doing new things. We see a lot of great growth." 
 
Students also get lessons on résumé writing, financial literacy, take part in mock job interviews, focus on 
team building, learn about appropriate social media etiquette and much more. 
 
"We know that giving students an experience like this is extremely empowering, and it gives them a 
first-hand chance to see what higher education is all about," said Rob Kimball, associate vice president 
for charter schools. "They get to learn about higher education but also about themselves. It can be a 
truly life-changing experience for the students." 
 
For more information on Grand Valley's Summer Enrichment Camp, visit: 
http://www.gvsu.edu/cso/summer-enrichment-camp-91.htm 
 
GVNow story 
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Renovated Performing Arts Center gets new name, increased support 
 
The performing arts programs at Grand Valley State University will get a renovated home, an addition 
and a new name when the building is dedicated next month. 
 
The Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts will be dedicated August 25 and named in 
honor of the president and first lady of Grand Valley. The former Performing Arts Center on the 
Allendale Campus has gone through an extensive renovation and will reopen in time for the fall 
semester. 
 
President Haas and his wife, Marcia, said they created an endowment for the performing arts at Grand 
Valley because of their deep appreciation of the arts and the recognition of how their lives have been 
enriched by them and by the university. 
 
“The time is now,” said Haas, who is beginning his 12th year as president of Grand Valley. “We have 
beautiful, new facilities, and Marcia and I want to invest in our students and their success. We want to 
improve the margin of excellence that becomes available with this gift.” 
 
The couple feels blessed by the opportunities they have had and believe their gift will allow faculty to 
create enrichment activities that will enable students to reach even higher. 
 
“We have had an affection for the performing arts dating back to when we played in the band, and I 
participated in dance and musical theater,” said Marcia Haas. “Our appreciation has continued to grow 
throughout our lives, as we have been exposed to all kinds of performances at all levels. We are 
fortunate to have many talented faculty and students. Their performances have touched us deeply, and 
we are so pleased to invest in the future of these wonderful programs.” 
 
Additionally, the university is naming the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre within the Haas Center 
in recognition of a gift from the Fred Keller family. 
 
To honor the legacy of Fred’s late wife and dear second mother to their daughters, Lorissa MacAllister, 
Susan Whitman, and Christina Keller, the family is establishing an endowment for the Linn Maxwell 
Keller Professional Vocalist Experience Award. The award will provide domestic and international 
development opportunities to vocal students with exceptional talent who demonstrate a commitment 
to becoming professional vocalists. 
 
“The Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre and professional vocalist experience award fully capture the 
essence of Linn’s legacy,” said Lorissa MacAllister. “We know Linn would be so delighted that she 
continues to inspire, challenge and support the advancement of truly talented and dedicated young 
vocalists.” 
 
Thomas Haas said: “Marcia and I are honored to partner with the Keller family to invest in our students 
and their futures. Together we will provide unprecedented support for the performing arts at Grand 
Valley.” 
 
The August 25 dedication ceremony for the $20-million project on the Allendale Campus will take place 
from 2-4 p.m. with formal remarks at 2:15 p.m. A separate dedication of the Linn Maxwell Keller Black 
Box Theatre and celebration of her legacy will be scheduled for October. 
 
The two-story, 47,000-square-foot addition includes theater support spaces, two theater classrooms, 
three ensemble rooms, a new student study space and an enlarged study space in the primary lobby. 
The center was built in 1971 and houses Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
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Student entrepreneurs pitch ideas for urban development in Detroit 
 
DETROIT — Urban renewal and redevelopment will be the focus of an entrepreneurial competition for 
about 60 Detroit-area high school students, including students from a mix of Grand Valley-authorized 
charters and other schools. 
 
The Teen Entrepreneur Summer Academy (TESA) in Detroit is designed for GVSU-authorized charter high 
school students and will take place August 7-11 at the GVSU Detroit Center, 163 Madison Street in 
downtown Detroit. 
 
During the five-day academy, teams of four to five students from 23 area schools will come up with an 
original business pitch that focuses on urban renewal and redevelopment from the idea stage to a 
developed concept. On the final day, each team will present their idea to a panel of local business 
professionals for a chance to win part of $5,000 in total cash prizes. 
 
Over the course of the academy, students will learn about market research, developing a marketing 
plan, management and operational planning, financial instruction and presentation planning and more. 
They will also tour parks and businesses in downtown Detroit, listen to area entrepreneurs during 
panels, and hear from city planners and neighborhood organizers to gather inspiration and ideas for 
their pitch. 
 
TESA is hosted by Grand Valley's Richard M. and Helen DeVos Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation and the GVSU Charter Schools Office. Sponsors of the academy include Accenture, Helen L. 
Kay Charitable Trust, Marathon Petroleum and 100 Black Men of Greater Detroit. 
 
For more information, visit https://www.gvsu.edu/cei/tesa-detroit-183.htm 
For Immediate Release 
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GVSU students to display engineering designs created for local companies 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Design projects completed for West Michigan companies by the newest Grand 
Valley State University graduating class of engineers will be on display at a special event August 4. 
 
The 19th annual Engineering Design Conference will take place from 1:30-4 p.m. in the Kennedy Hall of 
Engineering and Keller Engineering Laboratories on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. About 20 projects 
completed by 116 students will be on display. Projects include a GPS radio collar for wildlife researchers, 
upgrades to Grand Haven's musical fountain, and a new residential trash cart design. 
 
The event will celebrate the completion of the students' senior design project and the Grand Valley 
partnership with local industry, in which teams of students solve engineering design problems 
sponsored by local organizations. The event is open to the public. 
 
Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing, said the projects are 
outstanding examples of the effectiveness of Grand Valley's engineering programs, and display the 
increasing need for engineering talent. 
 
"Interest by students in engineering and the need for graduates are both at an all-time high," Plotkowski 
said. "Enrollment has more than doubled over the past 10 years, and employers indicate that we are still 
not meeting the growing demand." 
 
The university recently purchased the Ferris Coffee and Nut building on Winter Avenue in Grand Rapids 
to address the need for more educational engineering space. The space, the Design and Innovation 
Center, will support cooperative education and extensive project-based programs — the hallmarks of 
Grand Valley's engineering programs. Grand Valley is planning on moving into the 63,385-square-foot 
facility in summer 2018. 
 
The Order of the Engineer Graduate Ceremony will take place on the same day and will celebrate the 
116 graduating students. Engineering graduates at Grand Valley earn their degrees later than the 
traditional spring ceremony because they complete a year-long co-op experience with a company. The 
ceremony will follow the conference at 5:30 p.m. on the second floor of the Eberhard Center. 
 
Sponsors of this year's senior projects include General Motors, Stryker, Cascade Engineering, 
DornerWorks, E3 Compliance, Gentex, Herman Miller, L-3, Adient, PADNOS, Hyro-Chem Systems, Koops, 
Tennant, Active Inspection and CWC. 
 
For more information, contact the GVSU School of Engineering at (616) 331-6750. 
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GVSU September 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
15th Annual Fall Arts Celebration 
Grand Valley State University has a rich history of providing events and programs for the community 
centered on the arts. Fall Arts Celebration continues this tradition by featuring distinguished writers, 
poets, musicians, artists and scholars this year. All events are free and open to the public. For more 
information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
“The Timeless Genius of Mozart: The Grand Partita, KV 361” 
September 11, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
*Concert will be preceded by a carillon concert at 7:10 p.m. featuring Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
university carilloneur, and followed by a reception. 
In the time of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, serenades were considered “dinner music” to be performed 
only at upper-class parties, military events, court functions and other social events. Mozart’s “Serenade 
in B-Flat Major, KV 361 'Grand Partita'” transcended that limiting category to become one of the 
composer’s most beloved compositions, and the wind band genre’s earliest masterpiece. Danny Phipps, 
Music, Theatre and Dance Department chair, said that Mozart’s largest, and arguably most innovative 
instrumental work, is a pioneering piece of symphonic scope that employs a full range of wind 
instruments throughout the score. For this performance, Lowell Graham, former commander and 
conductor of the U.S. Air Force Band, Washington D.C., will return to West Michigan to lead an 
ensemble of Grand Valley faculty and staff, including Phipps (bassoon), Arthur Campbell (clarinet), 
Marlen Vavrikova (oboe), Sarah Constable (oboe), and three alumni from Campbell's clarinet studio. 
Members of the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra will join the ensemble as well. 
 
“Afghanistan to Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode” 
Exhibition Dates: August 25–October 27 
Exhibition Reception: September 18, from 5-7 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
Jim Goode, professor of history at Grand Valley State University, and his wife, Virginia, have explored 11 
countries throughout the Middle East for business and pleasure over the past 50 years. They have also 
taken great satisfaction in introducing more than 100 Grand Valley students, faculty, staff and friends to 
the people, cultures and landscapes of this area of the world. Along their adventures the duo has 
collected a wide variety of ceramics, rugs, textiles and other artifacts — most representing simple 
instruments of daily life in these regions of the world. During the art exhibition, “Afghanistan to 
Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode,” many of these acquired items will be on display for the 
first time in Grand Valley’s Art Gallery. 
 
===================================================================================== 
 
Department of Music, Theatre, and Dance 
For more information about Music, Theatre, and Dance Department events, contact (616) 331-3484, 
or visit gvsu.edu/mtd. 
 
Arts at Noon 
Arts at Noon brings nationally and internationally-known musicians to Grand Valley State University for 
14 performances each academic year. All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, located on the Allendale Campus. They will begin at noon and last approximately one hour. 
Every concert is free and open to the public. For more information about Arts at Noon, visit 
gvsu.edu/artsatnoon or contact Henry Duitman, series coordinator, at duitmanh@gvsu.edu. 
 
September 20 – Dvorak String Quintet 
The 40th season of the Arts at Noon concert series at Grand Valley State University begins Wednesday, 
September 20, with a performance by Dvorak String Quintet. Ensemble members include Grand Valley 
music faculty Pablo Mahave-Veglia (bass), Michael Hovnanian (bass) and Paul Swantek (viola). They will 
be joined by members of the Grand Rapids Symphony, including Megan Crawford (violin) and James 
Crawford (violin). Hovnanian and Swantek are also members of the Grand Rapids Symphony. For this 
concert, the Dvorak String Quartet will perform "Antonin Dvorak String Quintet op. 77." 
 
 
 
Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival 
The 24th annual Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, offers multiple events beginning September 29. 
Operated annually since 1993, the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival is Michigan's oldest and largest 
festival celebrating the Bard's life and works. For more information about the Grand Valley Shakespeare 
Festival, visit gvsu.edu/shakes or contact James Bell, festival coordinator, at bellja@gvsu.edu. 
 
“The Tempest” 
September 29, 30 and October 5, 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
October 1, 7, 9, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
Shakespeare wraps love, betrayal, vengeance, forgiveness, redemption and magic into “The Tempest,” 
which is believed to be the Bard’s final solo-written play. In “The Tempest,” Prospero, the exiled Duke of 
Milan and a powerful sorcerer, has survived 12 years marooned on a remote island with his daughter 
Miranda when the men who cheated him sail within reach of his fearful magic. He conjures a tempest 
that shipwrecks his enemies and leaves them at his mercy, but the story becomes more complex when 
Miranda falls in love with a castaway prince, and the island’s native inhabitants, Caliban and Ariel, 
frighten and amaze the mariners. Will Prospero exact his revenge or learn that “the rare action is in 
virtue than in vengeance?” The answer will be revealed when Grand Valley State University students 
present “The Tempest” during the 2017 Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival. 
 
===================================================================================== 
 
  
GVSU Art Gallery 
For more information about Art Gallery exhibitions, visit gvsu.edu/artgallery or call (616) 331-3638. 
 
“Mathias J. Alten: An Evolving Legacy” 
Exhibition dates: ongoing 
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery 
DeVos Center, Building E, Room 103 and 202, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Gordon Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 1-5 p.m.; Closed on holiday weekends 
The German-born American artist, Mathias Joseph Alten (1871-1938) is often referred to as the Dean of 
Michigan painters. Working in a traditional representational style, Alten incorporated the aesthetics and 
techniques of the Impressionist Movement in paintings infused with light and punctuated with deft 
brushwork. Based in Grand Rapids, Alten created more than 3,800 works over a more than 40-year 
career, including landscapes, seascapes, portraits and florals. Grand Valley State University holds the 
largest public collection of Alten’s work in the world. 
 
“Common Balance: Still Life Paintings by Mike McDonnell” 
Exhibition dates: May 12-September 22 
Blue Wall Gallery, DeVos Center, Building B, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
In the early 1980s, Michigan-based artist Mike McDonnell became enamored with still life arrangements 
of common household objects. He began by drawing each object individually, then patiently applied 
multiple glazes of watercolor paint to achieve rich color and the illusion of realism. This exhibit features 
a selection of McDonnell’s work from 1982-2009 that spotlights his desire to idealize common objects in 
balanced and unique groupings. 
 
“Humanitarian Work in Havana: The Story of First-Hand Aid” 
Exhibition dates: May 12-September 22 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall, Allendale Campus 
In June of 2012, Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physical therapy, and Charlie Pryor, '12, 
traveled to Havana, Cuba, with First-Hand Aid (FHA). FHA is a humanitarian organization based in Grand 
Rapids that sends representatives to Cuba to provide food, medicine and financial support to people in 
need. Alderink and Pryor learned of FHA during a previous trip in 2012 to Havana with the organization 
and the Grand Valley State University men’s baseball team. However, during the initial trip, Alderink and 
Pryor were unable to join in the work of FHA. So, they decided to go back on their own. This exhibit 
shares the FHA experience and informs visitors about the Cuban national health system, its strengths 
and weaknesses and FHA’s story. 
 
“Drawn from the Desert: Australian Aboriginal Paintings from the Central and Western Deserts” 
Exhibition Dates: June 16-October 27 
West Wall Gallery, Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
From 1940-1960, the Australian government forced Aboriginal groups off their lands and into organized 
communities of the Central Desert region and along the northern coast. Papunya, located about 150 
miles northwest of Alice Springs, was the final community established to collect these displaced groups, 
and where the contemporary Australian Aboriginal art movement began. This exhibition is drawn out of 
a recent gift of Australian Aboriginal paintings to Grand Valley State University, created by artists from 
Papunya and the surrounding region. It features artwork that provides insight into Aboriginal life, 
retellings of important ancient stories and symbols, and the sacred sites of this vast and arid landscape. 
 
“Roger That! The Life of Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee” 
Exhibition Dates: July 7-October 27 
Kirkhof Center Gallery, Allendale Campus 
Roger Bruce Chaffee was chosen to be one of America’s first Apollo astronauts as part of NASA’s 
program to send a man to the surface of the moon and back to earth. Tragically, the 31-year-old Grand 
Rapids native died, along with his two fellow crew members, when a fire broke out inside of their 
spacecraft during a routine test on January 27, 1967. The photo exhibition, “Roger That! The Life of 
Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee,” marks the 50th anniversary of that tragedy and seeks to educate the public 
on his life and achievements. 
 
“2017 SeoulTech & GVSU Art & Design Student Exchange Exhibition” 
Exhibition Dates: September 29-December 8 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall (first floor), Allendale Campus 
This exhibition continues the collaboration between Grand Valley State University and Seoul National 
University of Science and Technology (SeoulTech), that was started in 2008. It features 40 photographs 
of artwork by SeoulTech art students, while a similar number of photographs by GVSU art and design 
students were sent to South Korea for a partner exhibition. 
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MEDIA NOTE: The full economic report and audio bites with Brian Long are available on DropBox at: 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0vy 
 
 
GVSU economist: Slower growth for local economy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — After six months of disappointing car sales, the impact on local auto parts 
suppliers is finally being felt by the West Michigan economy, a Grand Valley State University expert said. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, said: "It's 
not a collapse, just a modest tapering of the growth rate. Growth is still growth." 
 
Long surveyed local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last 
two weeks of July. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at +8, considerably below last 
month's +31. The production index eased to +6 from +26. The index of purchases tapered to +12 from 
+22, and the employment index is still very positive, falling slightly to +20 from +23. 
 
Long said business conditions for the auto parts suppliers have turned mixed, based on the specific car 
or truck lines companies are supporting. Some have been forced to cut production because of slow 
vehicle sales. 
 
"For the sixth straight month, auto sales for July are lower," said Long. "The 6.9 percent drop is the 
largest so far this year, although most of the decline came from a 15 percent drop in the sale of sedans 
(regular cars) verses a 1.9 percent drop in light trucks and SUVs." 
 
With the production of 2017 models now finished, Long said analysts are still worried about the bloated 
dealer inventories which are much higher than they were before the Great Recession. Compounding the 
problem is the large number of vehicles coming off lease. 
 
Long said the office furniture industry is still stable while the capital equipment market remains mixed, 
and the slowdown in the auto parts industry has resulted in the cancellation of further expansion by 
some firms. He said many segments of the West Michigan tourist industry are poised to have a record 
year, and the agricultural industry will have a good year as well. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU has strong connection to national health care organization 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Three people with connections to Grand Valley State University serve on the 
council of the National Academies of Practice, a health care advocacy organization based in Washington, 
D.C., reflecting the university's commitment to interprofessional health care. 
 
The NAP president is Michelle R. Troseth, who earned both a bachelor's and a master's degree in nursing 
from Grand Valley; Evelyn Clingerman, executive director of the Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health Care 
Transformation, was reappointed in May as vice chair of NAP's nursing academy; Denise Ludwig, 
associate professor of speech language pathology (SLP), was appointed in January as vice chair of the 
SLP academy. 
 
The NAP has representation from 14 health care academies, including medicine, nursing, SLP, dentistry, 
social work, optometry and veterinary medicine. The Wesorick Center is an endowed center promoting 
interprofessional collaboration through Grand Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing. 
 
Grand Valley's connection to NAP was strengthened in the spring when the organization presented 
Bonnie Wesorick, namesake of the Wesorick Center, with its Cummings award for her contributions to 
interprofessional health care; and the Midwest Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research 
Center, housed in Grand Valley's Office of the Vice Provost for Health, was recognized with the 
Interdisciplinary Group award. 
 
Troseth said the national recognition reflects Grand Valley's commitment as a leader in interprofessional 
health care. "It is thrilling for me as an alumna to have two Grand Valley leaders on the NAP council," 
Troseth said. 
 
Clingerman said Grand Valley's nursing students are learning in an environment that teaches 
interprofessional practice at its highest level. 
 
"It's more than health care workers from different disciplines working together to improve patient care, 
it's having a shared mission and vision within an organization," she said. "Interprofessional education 
and practice touches all aspects of care: acute, primary and community, and across multiple sectors of 
health care." 
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Business center receives grant to help Upper Peninsula businesses 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Michigan Small Business Development Center, housed at Grand Valley 
State University, received a $100,000 Portable Assistance Grant from the Small Business Administration. 
The grant will be used to help businesses impacted by the Empire Mine closure in the Upper Peninsula. 
 
The Empire Mine, owned by Cliffs Natural Resource Inc., was closed on August 28, 2016. While all 
counties in the Upper Peninsula were impacted, Marquette, Alger, Delta, Dickinson and Baraga counties 
were hit the hardest. Closure of the mine displaced 307 employees and resulted in an estimated $48.4 
million annual payroll loss and a total annual economic impact of $216 million. 
 
The Michigan SBDC will work closely with a network of statewide and local partners and outreach 
opportunities to identify companies and individuals to be served under the Portable Assistance 
Program. There is an opportunity for the grant to be renewed for two additional years. 
 
With the three-year grant, an estimated 1,000 hours of counseling and 24 training events will be 
provided. Displaced individuals who are interested in starting a business will be helped, and those 
whose businesses were impacted by the loss of expendable income will be counseled. 
 
"We are excited to implement this program and help those impacted by the mine closure," said Keith 
Brophy, state director of the Michigan SBDC. "Small business is the heart of a community and our 
programs are ready to assist them in every way possible to keep them sustainable." 
 
About the Michigan SBDC 
 
The Michigan Small Business Development Center provides counseling, business education, information-
based planning and technology commercialization services to Michigan's new business ventures, existing 
small businesses, growing businesses and innovators. The Michigan SBDC State Headquarters is located 
in Grand Valley State University's Seidman College of Business in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
 
Entrepreneurs and small business owners may access the services of their nearest Michigan SBDC by 
calling (616) 331-7480 or visiting www.SBDCMichigan.org. 
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MEDIA: Photos of performers and 2016 String Leadership Camp are available via Dropbox at 
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Free concerts planned in conjunction with GVSU String Leadership Camp 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — More than 20 local high school students with experience playing string 
instruments will visit Grand Valley State University for the opportunity to learn from and perform with 
Grand Valley students, faculty and industry professionals during String Leadership Camp. 
 
The camp will take place August 14-16 on the Allendale Campus. 
 
“High school students are generally limited to playing in their school’s orchestra and do not get 
experience with chamber music,” said Henry Duitman, GVSU Symphony Orchestra director and String 
Leadership Camp coordinator. “String Leadership Camp equips these students with greater 
independence in their playing, and builds the confidence which comes from working in a small 
ensemble.” 
 
A series of recitals, which are all free and open to the public, will take place in conjunction with the 
camp. The concerts will all take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
 
The award-winning Avalon Quartet will perform August 14 at 1 p.m. The ensemble is currently the 
quartet-in-residence at Northern Illinois University. The Avalon Quartet has been heard in West 
Michigan during the Saugatuck Chamber Music Festival and the White Lake Chamber Music Festival. 
 
A collective of Grand Valley music faculty will then perform a recital on August 15 at 1 p.m. Faculty 
performers will include Gregory Maytan (violin), Paul Swantek (viola), Pablo Mahave-Veglia (cello) and 
Michael Hovnanian (bass). The ensemble will also be joined by Grand Rapids Symphony violinists James 
and Megan Crawford. 
 
A final recital featuring the 28 students participating in String Leadership Camp will take place August 16 
at 7 p.m. The students will perform in a mixture of trios, quartets and quintets, and will also perform 
alongside Grand Valley’s Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Duitman. 
 
For more information, contact Duitman at duitmanh@gvsu.edu, or visit gvsu.edu/orchestra. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Photos of students testing water features at the fountain are available to 
use:http://gvsu.edu/s/0vX 
 
 
GVSU students build upgrades for Grand Haven musical fountain 
 
GRAND HAVEN, Mich. — Performances at Grand Haven's well-known musical fountain will now feature 
new moving water formations thanks to upgrades developed by engineering students at Grand Valley 
State University. 
 
This summer, five students completed their senior project by designing and constructing two new water 
features. The fountain now includes helix and wave-shaped water formations, in addition to its two 
original features — back and forth sweeps and up and down movements. The new features will debut at 
the fountain's last show of the season September 16 at 8 p.m. 
 
Terry Stevens, affiliate professor in the School of Engineering, said water features have not been 
updated since the fountain was installed in 1963. "The water formations have been the same for 53 
years, so the city wanted to see something new," he said. 
 
The project began in January 2017. Students spent the winter semester researching and designing the 
features; they built, tested and installed the new equipment during the spring and summer semesters. 
The group started with prototypes, then custom built a second design that involved many pieces that 
had to be installed on the fountain. The wave feature includes 50 nozzles, for example. 
 
Allie Graff, who graduated in early August, and her team members presented the new features to 
members of the Grand Haven Musical Fountain Committee in July and August. 
 
"The committee was very happy with the height and overall aesthetic the helix and wave features 
produced, especially when performed with the lighting," she said.  
 
Dan Vivian, facilities manager for the City of Grand Haven, said he's impressed with the upgrades. 
 
"The fountain is loved by both residents and visitors," Vivian said. "A lot of people have grown up with 
the fountain. It's part of the landscape here, and we're happy to be working with Grand Valley on its 
rejuvenation." 
 
Stevens is a member of the Grand Haven Musical Fountain Committee and installed the fountain's initial 
industrial control system (PLC) in 1983. He has led several student projects to retrofit and update the 
historic fountain as part of an ongoing partnership between the City of Grand Haven and Grand Valley. 
Projects have included updates to its PLC in 2013 and choreography software in 2014. The software, 
initially created by students in the School of Computing and Information Systems, allows users to 
choreograph the lighting, music and water movements; it will be available to the public September 16. 
 
Built in 1963, the choreographed musical fountain performs nightly at dusk every day from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. It plays Fridays and Saturdays in May and September. The fountain was the 
largest musical fountain in the world when it was built, and held the title until 1998 when the Bellagio 
Fountains in Las Vegas were built. 
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Grand Valley president, alumni to help students move in 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University President Thomas J. Haas and hundreds of alumni, 
students, faculty and staff members are volunteering to help more than 6,000 new and returning 
students move in August 21-23. 
 
President Haas and his wife, Marcia Haas, will serve ice cream to families and new students on 
Wednesday, August 23, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. by Kleiner Commons on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Faculty and staff members will welcome the newest class of students, Friday, August 25, during 
Convocation, a celebration that marks the beginning of the academic year. The ceremony will take place 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fieldhouse on the Allendale Campus. The Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for 
Performing Arts will be dedicated at 2 p.m. on the Allendale Campus. 
  
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
August 16, 2017 
 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Hard hat tour scheduled for renovated GVSU performing arts center 
 
The performing arts have long played a vital role in the West Michigan cultural experience, and Grand 
Valley State University has made the performing arts an integral part of its liberal arts education. 
 
As the university’s arts programs have grown, so has the demand for expanded, flexible, 
multidisciplinary performance spaces and the resources needed to prepare students for regional and 
national stages. 
 
To meet these needs, the Grand Valley community will celebrate the dedication of the newly renovated 
and expanded Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts on August 25 on the Allendale 
Campus. More information regarding the dedication will be released on Monday, August 21. 
 
A hard hat tour of the Haas Center for Performing Arts, which is open to media, will take place on 
Friday, August 18, at 3 p.m. Media interested in attending need to RSVP by contacting Matthew 
Makowski at makowsma@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-2221 by 3 p.m. on Thursday, August 17. Parking 
passes and instructions will be provided to those who RSVP. The tour group will meet at the new main 
entrance to the center, which is located on the northeast side of the building. Danny Phipps, chair of 
Grand Valley's Music, Theatre, and Dance Department, will be available for interviews during the tour. 
 
The two-story, 47,000-square-foot, $20 million addition includes the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box 
Theatre, theater support spaces, two theater classrooms, three ensemble rooms, a new student study 
space, and an enlarged study space in the main lobby. 
 
In addition to housing Louis Armstrong Theatre and Grand Valley's Art Gallery, the Haas Center for 
Performing Arts has more than 200 pieces of art work on display. A new "salon style" display, which 
includes art that is stacked two-to-four layers high, will be a focal point of the main lobby of the center. 
It will reflect the development of the university's permanent art collection of more than 15,000 
pieces over the past 20 years, including paintings, prints, photography, folk art and sculpture. 
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Grand Valley to host inventors at Maker Faire 
 
GRAND RAPDIS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University is partnering with Grand Rapids Public Museum 
to host inventors and innovators during the fourth annual Grand Rapids Mini Maker Faire, August 19-20. 
 
Maker Faire combines the traditional science fair with innovation and engineering. The Faire will feature 
robotics, 3D printing, drone races, blacksmithing and glass blowing, as well as local food and educational 
installations. Interactive stations and inventions will be showcased by crafters, hobbyists, engineers, 
students and tech enthusiasts. 
 
More than 100 makers and their projects will be on display in the Kennedy Hall of Engineering and Keller 
Engineering Labs on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus, as well as the Grand Rapids Public Museum. 
 
Grand Valley joined the Faire as an organizing partner in June 2015. Sara Maas, outreach coordinator for 
the Padnos College of Engineering and Computing (PCEC), said the university's participation in this event 
is a natural fit. 
 
"As the Makers Faire has grown in size, PCEC has been able to provide more space for the makers to 
come share their displays," Maas said. "We have engineering facilities that tie in the education 
component of STEM." 
 
Grand Valley students, faculty and staff members will receive $1 admission to the Grand Rapids Mini 
Maker Faire through the partnership with GRPM; bring an ID card to ticketing stations. 
 
For more information, visit www.makerfairegr.com. 
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Solar Eclipse 2017: GVSU faculty weigh in on how to watch the eclipse 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — On Monday, August 21, all of North America will be treated to an eclipse of the 
sun, and anyone within the “path of totality” will be able to see a rare total solar eclipse. 
 
The total eclipse path, called the corona, will stretch from Salem, Oregon, to Charleston, South Carolina. 
Those outside of this path, like those in Michigan, will see a partial solar eclipse. 
 
Ross Reynolds, professor of physics at Grand Valley State University, said that the Grand Rapids area will 
see the maximum amount of coverage (81 percent) around 2:20 p.m. Reynolds added that at the 
maximum coverage time in Michigan, the planet Venus may be visible about one-third of the way 
between the sun and the western horizon. 
 
Reynolds explained that safety should be a top priority for eclipse enthusiasts. When watching the 
eclipse, it is most important to avoid looking directly at the sun without proper protection, such as 
special-purpose solar filter “eclipse glasses” or handheld solar viewers. Homemade filters and ordinary 
sunglasses are not safe for looking at the sun. 
 
To help keep eclipse viewers safe, Regional Math and Science Center staff will be distributing eclipse 
glasses at three locations on the Allendale Campus from 10-11:30 a.m. on August 21. These locations 
include outside of The Connection, at the RMSC office located in Mackinac Hall (room C-1-120), and 
outside of Mackinac Hall near the Copeland Hall Living Center. 
 
Reynolds said that another safe way to view the eclipse is to make a “pinhole projector” by poking a 
hole into a piece of cardboard or an index card. Then, hold the card approximately three feet above a 
surface area to project an image of the sun as the moon passes by it. 
 
No matter where someone watches the eclipse in Michigan, Reynolds said all areas of the state will have 
similar views. 
 
"The further south and west, the more complete the eclipse will be, but the best will only be a bit more 
at 85 percent down on the border near Michigan City and the worst will be around 70 percent in the 
Upper Peninsula," he said. "As the eclipse will happen around 2 p.m., the sun will be high in the sky so 
there is no need to look for big open spaces with low horizons because anywhere without clouds will 
do." 
 
NASA’s live stream of the eclipse, available at www.nasa.gov/eclipselive will also be available to watch in 
the RMSC office, and in the Learning Alcove of the Mary Idema Pew Library. 
 
Faculty members from Grand Valley’s Physics Department will be partnering with the Grand Rapids 
Public Museum for the museum’s Eclipse Party. Faculty will be on-hand to facilitate a variety of activities 
for both children and adults. The Eclipse party will take place from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on August 21 at the 
museum, complete with telescopes equipped with solar filters, tracking devices that can track the sun 
during the eclipse, and multiple hands-on activities that illustrate eclipses and the sun-moon-Earth 
system. 
 
According to NASA, the last total solar eclipse to cross the U.S. coast-to-coast occurred in 1918, and the 
next total solar eclipse in the continental U.S. won’t occur until 2024. 
 
While this eclipse will be noted in the history books, Reynolds said that, among physicists, the most 
“famous” eclipse occurred in 1919. 
 
“During the 1919 eclipse, Sir Arthur Eddington made observations of stellar positions and was able to 
show that the positions were displaced by an amount predicted by Albert Einstein’s Theory of General 
Relativity,” Reynolds explained. “It was seen as the first test of that theory.” 
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MEDIA NOTE: Fall Arts Celebration images are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0vv. 
 
 
GVSU Fall Arts Celebration to offer free events of art, music, dance, poetry and more 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Acrobatic dancers flying through the air, reflections on resegregation, holiday 
music from France, a collection of Middle Eastern artifacts 50 years in the making, and much more will 
dazzle audiences during this year's Fall Arts Celebration at Grand Valley State University. 
 
For the past 13 years, West Michigan audiences have experienced a series of six free events each fall, 
including an art exhibition, academic lecture, holiday celebration and showcases of dance, music and 
poetry. These events are meant as gifts to the West Michigan community, which has supported the 
growth of Grand Valley over the years. 
 
"Grand Valley owes it to our constituencies to enliven, and even uplift, the community; it’s part of being 
a neighbor, but it’s also part of representing how dynamic the intellectual and cultural life is on our 
campuses," said Fred Antczak, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. "Those values are 
robustly represented in this year's Falls Arts Celebration through a great variety, with new ideas and 
approaches in the arts and humanities commingling with old favorites." 
 
Below is the full schedule of Fall Arts Celebration events. For more information, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
MUSIC 
“The Timeless Genius of Mozart: The Grand Partita, KV 361” 
September 11, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
*Concert will be preceded by a carillon concert at 7:10 p.m. featuring Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
university carilloneur, and followed by a reception. 
In the time of Mozart, serenades were considered dinner music, only to be performed at upper-class 
parties, military events, court functions and other social events. Mozart’s “Serenade in B-Flat Major, KV 
361, the Grand Partita” transcended that limiting category to become one of the composer’s most 
beloved compositions, and the wind band genre’s earliest masterpiece. Danny Phipps, Department of 
Music, Theatre, and Dance chair, said that Mozart’s largest, and arguably most innovative instrumental 
work, is a pioneering piece of symphonic scope that employs a full range of wind instruments 
throughout the score. For this performance, Lowell Graham, former commander and conductor of the 
U.S. Air Force Band, Washington D.C., will return to West Michigan to lead an ensemble of Grand Valley 
faculty and staff, including Phipps (bassoon), Arthur Campbell (clarinet), Marlen Vavrikova (oboe), Sarah 
Constable (oboe), and three alumni from Campbell's clarinet studio. Members of the Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra will join the ensemble as well. 
 
ART 
“Afghanistan to Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode” 
Exhibition reception: September 18, from 5-7 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
Exhibition Dates: August 25–October 27 
Jim Goode, professor of history at Grand Valley State University, and his wife, Virginia, have explored 11 
countries throughout the Middle East for business and pleasure over the past 50 years. They have also 
taken great satisfaction in introducing more than 100 Grand Valley students, faculty, staff members and 
friends to the people, cultures and landscapes of this area of the world. Along their adventures, the duo 
has collected a wide variety of ceramics, rugs, textiles and other everyday artifacts — most representing 
simple instruments of daily life in these regions of the world. During the art exhibition, “Afghanistan to 
Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode,” many of these acquired items will be on display for the 
first time in Grand Valley’s Art Gallery. 
 
LECTURE 
“We Gon’ Be Alright: Race and Resegregation in Today’s America” 
Presented by Jeffrey Chang 
October 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
*Lecture followed by reception and book signing 
During a time when race is at the forefront of many national headlines and social media news feeds, 
social historian and author Jeffrey Chang will discuss how resegregation is quietly pushing the U.S. back 
to the days before 1954’s Brown vs. Board of Education decision. Many of Chang’s thoughts and ideas 
about resegregation, which is the renewal of segregation among systems like housing and education, 
will reflect those found in his new book, We Gon’ Be Alright: Notes on Race and Resegregation. Chang 
claims that if policies of resegregation can be removed from the conversation, which activist groups such 
as Black Lives Matter are attempting to do, America can become a thriving, prosperous and equitable 
place for everyone. 
 
POETRY 
“An Evening of Poetry and Conversation with Jane Hirshfield and Dan Gerber” 
October 26, at 7:30 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
*Reading followed by reception and book signing 
Jane Hirshfield has penned many collections of poetry and prose, including The Beauty, Come Thief, The 
Lives of the Heart, The October Palace and Given Sugar, Given Salt. Her book, After, was shortlisted for 
England’s T.S. Eliot Prize and named a “Best Book of 2006” by the Washington Post, San Francisco 
Chronicle and London Financial Times. In the fall of 2004, she was awarded the 70th Academy Fellowship 
for distinguished poetic achievement by the Academy of American Poets, which is an honor formerly 
held by Robert Frost, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams and Elizabeth Bishop.  
Dan Gerber, a native of Fremont, Michigan, is the author of a dozen books of poetry, fiction and essays. 
His most recent books of poems include Particles: New & Selected Poems and Sailing through 
Cassiopeia. His work has received ForeWord Magazine’s Gold Medal Award, a Mark Twain Award for 
distinguished contribution to Midwest literature, a Michigan Author Award and a Michigan Notable 
Book Award. He is also the co-founder of the literary magazine Sumac. 
 
DANCE 
“Celebrating Originality: Defying Gravity with Aerial Dance Chicago” 
November 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
*Concert will be preceded by a carillon concert at 7:10 p.m. featuring Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
university carilloneur, and followed by a reception. 
Fall Arts Celebration will transcend the traditional dance floor and fly into the sky when Aerial Dance 
Chicago (ADC) presents a new world of athleticism coupled with an elegant showcase of dancing in the 
air. A pioneer and an international leader in aerial dance, the ensemble showcases original 
choreography and performance by launching itself into the creative possibilities found in a vertical 
realm. During the company’s Fall Arts Celebration performance, ADC will incorporate a variety of 
apparatus, including suspended fabrics, bungee cords, hoops, swings and ropes. 
 
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
“Noël, Noël, Joyeux Noël: A Celebration of French Music for the Holiday Season” 
December 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
Fountain Street Church (24 Fountain Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI) 
Fall Arts Celebration will celebrate the holiday season with music from France with a large symphony 
orchestra performing selections including Renaissance composer Guillaume Du Fay’s “Magnificat,” 
Francis Poulenc’s “Gloria,” and France’s most beloved holiday carols, including “Pat-a-pan, Il est né, le 
divin Enfant” and “Minuit, Chrétiens” (O Holy Night). The GVSU Symphony Orchestra will accompany a 
90-member chorus, including Grand Valley’s University Arts Chorale and high school choir students from 
East Grand Rapids and Hudsonville. The processional will spotlight eight Grand Valley dance majors who 
will be dancing in the aisles. The Grand Rapids Symphony Junior Youth Chorus will also be featured, and 
Ashley Neumann, ’08, will return to perform as soprano soloist in Poulenc’s “Gloria.” 
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GVSU named a Best Regional College by Princeton Review 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named a 2018 "Best Regional College" by 
The Princeton Review. Schools were selected primarily for excellent academic programs, and student 
feedback from individual surveys was also taken into account. 
 
Students were asked to rate their own schools on several issues, from accessibility of professors to the 
quality of food on campus, and answer questions about their experiences and campus life. Grand Valley 
students said the university has "a small college feel with the opportunities of a large university" and 
noted small class sizes and professors who are invested in the success of their students. 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 88 undergraduate and 38 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from centers in Muskegon, Traverse City and 
Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
The Princeton Review is a New York-based company known for its test preparation courses, books, 
college admission and other education services. For more information on the college rankings, visit 
www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/best-colleges. 
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MEDIA NOTE: Photos, building renderings and video B-ROLL of the Haas Center for Performing Arts are 
available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0vN. A mult box will be available for media. 
 
 
GVSU to celebrate dedication of expanded performing arts center 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The performing arts have long played a vital role in the West Michigan cultural 
experience, and Grand Valley State University has made the performing arts an integral part of its liberal 
arts education. 
 
As the university’s arts programs have grown, so has the demand for expanded, flexible, 
multidisciplinary performance spaces and the resources needed to prepare students for regional and 
national stages. 
 
To meet these needs, the Grand Valley community will celebrate the dedication of the newly 
renovated and expanded Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts on Friday, August 
25, from 2-4 p.m. on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Formal remarks will begin at 2:15 p.m. with self-guided tours of the facility and a reception following 
the presentation. Parking will be available in Lot M and the Kirkhof Center's metered lot. 
 
The two-story, 47,000-square-foot, $20 million addition includes the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box 
Theatre, theater support spaces, two theater classrooms, three music ensemble rooms, a new student 
study space and an enlarged study space in the main lobby. 
 
A separate dedication of the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre will take place in October. 
 
The center, which houses Louis Armstrong Theatre and the university's Art Gallery, was originally 
constructed in 1971 with its most recent addition completed in 1998. 
 
The Haas Center for Performing Arts has more than 200 pieces of art work on display. A new "salon 
style" display, which includes art that is stacked two-to-four layers high, will be a focal point of the main 
lobby of the center. It will reflect the development of the university's permanent art collection of more 
than 15,000 works over the past 20 years, including paintings, prints, photography, folk art and 
sculpture. 
 
Academic programs housed in the center include music, music education, theater and dance. The center 
is also utilized by extracurricular ensembles, such as the 220-member Laker Marching Band and various 
vocal ensembles. 
 
For questions regarding the academic programs housed in the center, contact Danny Phipps, chair of the 
Music, Theatre, and Dance Department, at phippsda@gvsu.edu. 
  
For immediate release 
August 25, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos, video, and soundbites from the dedication ceremony, as well as stock photos of 
the center, are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0vN. 
 
 
GVSU celebrates dedication of expanded performing arts center 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley State University community celebrated the formal dedication of 
the newly renovated and expanded Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts on August 
25 on the Allendale Campus. 
 
The two-story, 47,000-square-foot, $20-million addition includes the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box 
Theatre, an expanded theater costume shop, additional prop storage, new dressing rooms, two theater 
classrooms for costume design and fabrication, four music ensemble rooms and additional rehearsal 
spaces. The Haas Center also includes a classroom for students studying music education, an enlarged 
study space in the main lobby and multiple faculty offices. 
 
A separate dedication of the Keller Theatre will take place in October. 
 
The renovated center is named in honor of Grand Valley president Thomas J. Haas and his wife, Marcia, 
to recognize their support for the programs housed in the center, which include music, music education, 
theater and dance.  
 
President Haas said that he and Marcia created an endowment for the performing arts at Grand Valley 
because of their deep appreciation of the arts and how their lives have been enriched by artistic 
endeavors and by the university. 
 
“The arts lift us up, make us think and give us hope, and we hope others will continue to join us in being 
enriched by our students’ performances within these walls,” he said. “Our students are the best in this 
nation and they are being supported right here at Grand Valley.” 
 
The endowment, also in their name, will provide enrichment activities for students, including 
competitions, talent showcases, master classes, and summer programs around the world. 
 
President Haas followed an emotional speech by Marcia during which she expressed gratitude for the 
arts, Grand Valley, its students and the impact they have all had on their lives. 
 
“Arts of all kinds benefit people of all ages, and Tom and I have a very deep appreciation for the arts and 
we recognize how our lives have been enriched by all of the arts," Marcia said. "Our Grand Valley family 
is so special and we are pleased to have this opportunity to give back.” 
 
Danny Phipps, chair of the Music, Theatre, and Dance Department, said the center represents a 
commitment to offering the best in the performing arts to the university community and beyond.  
 
"Surrounding us today is tangible evidence of deep commitment and understanding from Grand Valley's 
administration and donors of the essential nature of arts study to challenge our students to dream 
beyond the present and craft a better future," said Phipps. "Providing desperately needed production 
and performance space, this new facility will allow our growing programs to expand their positive 
impact on students." 
 
Phipps added that Grand Valley's music program alone has grown by 46 percent in the past three years 
and more than 300 students participate in theater productions annually. Approximately 10,000 patrons 
attend performing arts events at Grand Valley each year. 
 
Anna Petrenko, a senior majoring in music education, told the crowd that the expansion is a testament 
to Grand Valley's dedication to studies that impact people through dance, theater and music. 
 
"In a nation where many arts programs are the first to be cut from a school's budget, my heart swells 
with pride to have Grand Valley publicly display the importance of the arts on this campus," said 
Petrenko. 
 
The original center was built in 1971 and additionally houses Louis Armstrong Theatre and the GVSU Art 
Gallery. The facility is also utilized by numerous student vocal and instrumental ensembles and the 220-
member Laker Marching Band. 
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GVSU ranked 'Best Bang for the Buck' 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Washington Monthly ranked Grand Valley State University a "Best Bang for the 
Buck" in the Midwest category for its 2017 College Guide Magazine. 
 
The ranking was based on several factors including tuition rates, loan repayment, graduation rates and 
number of first-generation students. 
 
Grand Valley was also ranked among the "Best Master's Universities,"in which universities offering 
master's degrees were ranked based on their contribution to the public good in three categories: social 
mobility (recruiting and graduating low-income students), research (producing cutting-edge 
scholarship), and service (encouraging students to give something back to their country). 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 88 undergraduate and 38 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from centers in Muskegon, Traverse City and 
Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
 
For more on the rankings, visit washingtonmonthly.com/2017college-guide. 
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GVSU program connects student residents to West Side 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — An orientation program September 7 invites Grand Valley State University 
students who reside on Grand Rapids' West Side to learn about the areas where they live, work and 
study. 
 
Grand Neighbor Orientation (GNO) will take place from 6-8 p.m. at Lincoln Park, 1120 Bridge St. in Grand 
Rapids. Food and refreshments will be provided, as well as opportunities to meet community 
organizations. 
 
A walking tour around West Side neighborhoods will begin before the start of GNO at 5 p.m.; 
participants should meet at the courtyard of the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Movie 
in the Park will follow at 8 p.m. 
 
The program is part of an ongoing effort to strengthen Grand Valley's connection to its West Side 
neighbors. Partnerships and collaborations that have developed organically over the years have set the 
framework for a more intentional effort, and led to the development of the university's first Civic Action 
Plan. 
 
Liz Collver, assistant director for Student Life, said students can learn how they can become a part of the 
West Side at this event. 
 
"It's important for Grand Valley students to have an understanding and appreciation of their 
neighborhoods," she said. "Living in a community takes effort and awareness, and we hope Grand 
Neighbor Orientation is just the start of many future relationships between the students who attend this 
event and their neighbors." 
 
Grand Valley’s relationship with West Side neighborhoods extends beyond residential areas and into the 
classroom. Read more about Grand Valley's connection to the West Side in Grand Valley Magazine. 
 
Register for GNO at www.gvsu.edu/service/gno; students, faculty and staff members should bring their 
Grand Valley ID. 
 
GNO, now in its second year, is organized by Grand Valley's Community Service Learning Center in 
collaboration with multiple West Side neighborhood associations and organizations. 
 
For more information about GNO, contact Liz Collver, assistant director for Student Life, at 
collverl@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU will host annual interprofessional health care conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The interprofessional health care organization housed at Grand Valley State 
University received a national designation for its annual conference, recognizing that it has an 
established history of advancing the goals of collaborative practice and interprofessional care. 
 
The Midwest Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research Center (MIPERC), operating from the 
Office of the Vice Provost for Health, earned the American Interprofessional Health Collaborative 
Affiliate Conference designation. 
 
The 10th annual MIPERC conference, "Team Science and Virtual Health," is set for September 21-22 at 
the DeVos Center on Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. MIPERC founding partners are Grand 
Valley, Grand Rapids Medical Education Partners and Michigan State University-College of Human 
Medicine; it now has a membership of more than 24 institutions and organizations in six states. 
 
Register for the conference online at www.gvsu.edu/miperc/. 
 
Keynote presentations will be given by the following people. 
• Barbara Brandt, director of the National Center for Interprofessional Practice and Education, and 
   associate vice president for education, University of Minnesota; 
• Eduardo Salas, professor and chair of psychology, Rice University; 
• Gwen Sandefur, president of Spectrum Health Hospital Group; 
• Dr. John Scott, medical director and telehealth associate director, Hepatitis and Liver Clinic, 
   Harborview Medical Center, University of Washington. 
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National environment group recognizes GVSU sustainability practices 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named one of the country’s greenest 
universities by the Sierra Club, the largest national grassroots environmental organization in the U.S. The 
university is the highest-ranking Michigan institution on the list, ahead of universities such as 
Pennsylvania State and Cornell. 
 
For the fifth time, Grand Valley is included in the Sierra’s Club’s annual list of Cool Schools. The list ranks 
schools that have a strong commitment to environmental improvement and are making significant 
efforts to operate sustainably. View the full list here. 
 
Grand Valley placed 39th out of 227 institutions. The ranking was based on scores given to universities 
that completed a report on measurable sustainability goals, presented by the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). The report, called the Sustainability 
Tracking, Assessment and Rating System, gauges the progress of colleges and universities toward 
sustainability in academics, engagement, operations, planning and administration, and innovation. 
Grand Valley is a gold-status university. 
 
Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, said the recognition puts Grand 
Valley on the national map for sustainability and is a testimony to the effectiveness of the university's 
Campus Sustainability Advisory Council, established in 2014 to facilitate campus sustainability initiatives. 
 
Norman Christopher, executive director of the Office of Sustainability Practices, said the recognition is a 
reflection of the Facilities Services Department's effective and important role in waste reduction 
through campus-wide composting and recycling efforts. 
 
“GVSU has continued to raise the sustainability bar over the recent years across many areas thanks to 
participation and support from faculty, staff members and students," said Christopher. 
 
Last academic year, more than 1.7 million pounds of materials were composted and nearly 3 million 
pounds were recycled, both increases from the previous year. 
 
Janet Aubil, facilities supervisor, leads waste reduction efforts at Grand Valley. She said throwing an 
item in the proper landfill, recycle or compost bin can make a big difference. "It's important for us to 
continue to teach the importance of waste reduction in living centers, classrooms, dining areas and at 
sporting events," she said. 
 
The Sierra Club has more than 3 million members and supporters. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Sustainability Practices in Brooks College at 
www.gvsu.edu/sustainability or (616) 331-7366. 
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Former Mich. Gov. Granholm joins other governors to speak at women's leadership conference 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Former Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm and several other former governors 
will be keynote speakers and panelists at the first-ever Conference of U.S. Women Governors, hosted by 
Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, in partnership with the 
National Governors Association. 
 
The two-day event will focus on the challenges, rewards and opportunities that are encountered by 
women in executive leadership roles, how women can best encourage and prepare the next generation 
of female leaders, as well as leadership, common ground, and gender-relevant issues. 
 
The two-day event, September 8-9, will feature: 
 — Former Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
 — Former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security and Gov. of Arizona Janet Napolitano 
 — Former Cabinet administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and former Gov. of New 
      Jersey Christine Todd Whitman 
 — Former Gov. of Louisiana Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
 — Former Gov. of Vermont Madeleine Kunin 
 — Former Gov. of Oregon Barbara Roberts 
 — Former Gov. of Massachusetts Jane Swift 
 
Whitman and Napolitano, along with moderator Mary Kramer, group publisher of Crain 
Communications and GVSU Board of Trustees vice chair, will take part in a keynote conversation about 
leading change and forging common ground on Friday, September 8, at 7 p.m. in the Eberhard Center on 
GVSU's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
The conference will continue throughout the day on Saturday, September 9 beginning at 8:15 a.m. in 
the Richard M. DeVos Center on GVSU's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Granholm will provide the welcome 
address at 9 a.m. Blanco, Kunin and Roberts will lead a panel of pioneering women in governorships at 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Author Deborah Rhode will provide the Saturday afternoon keynote address about her book Women 
and Leadership at 1 p.m. 
 
The event will wrap up with a Women Leaders of West Michigan Wheelhouse Talk, which will include 
Birgit Klohs, president and CEO of The Right Place; Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Kent County clerk; Maria 
Cimitile, GVSU provost and executive vice president for Academic and Student Affairs; and moderator 
Megan Sall, assistant city manager of Wyoming and a member of the GVSU Board of Trustees. 
 
A full schedule can be found online at hauensteincenter.org. 
 
The event is free and open to the public, but an RSVP is requested at hauensteincenter.org. 
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GVSU center upcycling solar eclipse glasses for schools in South America and Asia 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Residents of North America were treated to either a full or partial eclipse of the 
sun on August 21. To safely view the solar eclipse, many enthusiasts could be seen sporting specially 
designed solar eclipse glasses. 
 
Since the next total solar eclipse won’t take place in the U.S. until 2024, there’s no need to let those 
glasses collect dust, especially when students around the world can put them to good use much sooner. 
 
Grand Valley State University’s Regional Math and Science Center (RMSC) will be collecting eclipse 
glasses through September 15, which will then be sent to schools in South America and Asia through the 
organization Astronomers Without Borders for when eclipses cross those continents in 2019. 
 
“These schools cannot afford to purchase eclipse glasses themselves, so we want to donate them so 
children all over the world can enjoy science,” said Kathy Agee, RMSC science program coordinator. 
 
According to the Astronomers Without Borders website, Grand Valley is the only designated collection 
location in the Grand Rapids area for eclipse glasses. The center is located in Mackinac Hall, room C-1-
120, on the Allendale Campus, and glasses can be dropped off during normal business hours of Monday-
Friday, from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
For more information, contact the RMSC at (616) 331-2267. 
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Mozart’s largest composition to be performed during GVSU Fall Arts Celebration 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — In the time of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, serenades were considered “dinner 
music” to be performed only at upper-class parties, military events, court functions and other social 
events. Mozart’s “Serenade in B-Flat Major, KV 361, the Grand Partita” transcended that limiting 
category to become one of the composer’s most beloved compositions, and the wind band genre’s 
earliest masterpiece. 
 
The piece will be performed during this year’s Fall Arts Celebration music event at Grand Valley State 
University. “The Timeless Genius of Mozart: The Grand Partita, KV 361” will take place September 11, 
at 7:30 p.m., in Louis Armstrong Theatre, located in the Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for 
Performing Arts on the Allendale Campus. The performance will be preceded by a carillon concert on 
the Cook Carillon Tower at 7:10 p.m. featuring Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, university carilloneur, and 
followed by a reception. 
 
Danny Phipps, Music, Theater and Dance Department chair, said that the composition is Mozart’s 
largest, and arguably most innovative instrumental work, and employs a full range of wind instruments 
throughout the score. 
 
"Many musicians and critics consider the 'Grand Partita' to be the greatest example of wind music ever 
written, and one of the finest works in all the chamber music repertoire," Phipps explained. "Mozart 
wrote the piece shortly after he arrived in Vienna in 1781 and, from that point forward, the wind bind 
genre was essentially born." 
 
For this performance, Lowell Graham, former commander and conductor of the U.S. Air Force Band, 
Washington, D.C., will return to West Michigan to lead an ensemble comprised of Grand Valley faculty 
and staff, including Phipps (bassoon), Arthur Campbell (clarinet), Marlen Vavrikova (oboe), Sarah 
Constable (oboe), and three alumni from Campbell's clarinet studio. Members of the Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra will also join the ensemble. 
 
For more information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
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GVSU October 2017 arts events tip sheet 
 
15th Annual Fall Arts Celebration 
Grand Valley State University has a rich history of providing events and programs for the community 
centered on the arts. Fall Arts Celebration continues this tradition by featuring distinguished writers, 
poets, musicians, artists and scholars this year. All events are free and open to the public. For more 
information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
ART 
“Afghanistan to Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode” 
Exhibition on display through October 27 
Art Gallery, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
Jim Goode, professor of history at Grand Valley State University, and his wife, Virginia, have explored 11 
countries throughout the Middle East for business and pleasure over the past 50 years. They have also 
taken great satisfaction in introducing more than 100 Grand Valley students, faculty, staff and friends to 
the people, cultures and landscapes of this area of the world. Along their adventures, the duo has 
collected a wide variety of ceramics, rugs, textiles and other everyday artifacts — most representing 
simple instruments of daily life in these regions of the world. During the art exhibition, “Afghanistan to 
Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode,” many of these acquired items will be on display for the 
first time in Grand Valley’s Art Gallery. 
 
LECTURE 
“We Gon’ Be Alright: Race and Resegregation in Today’s America” 
Presented by Jeffrey Chang 
October 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
*Lecture followed by reception and book signing 
During a time when race is at the forefront of many national headlines and social media news feeds, 
social historian and author Jeffrey Chang will discuss how resegregation is quietly pushing the U.S. back 
to the days before 1954’s Brown vs. Board of Education decision. Many of Chang’s thoughts and ideas 
about resegregation, which is the renewal of segregation among systems like housing and education, 
will reflect those found in his new book, We Gon’ Be Alright: Notes on Race and Resegregation. Chang 
claims that if policies of resegregation can be removed from the conversation, which activist groups such 
as Black Lives Matter are attempting to do, America can become a thriving, prosperous and equitable 
place for everyone. 
 
  
POETRY 
“An Evening of Poetry and Conversation with Jane Hirshfield and Dan Gerber” 
October 26, at 7:30 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, 2nd floor, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
*Reading followed by reception and book signing 
Jane Hirshfield has penned many collections of poetry and prose, including The Beauty, Come Thief, The 
Lives of the Heart, The October Palace and Given Sugar, Given Salt. Her book, After, was shortlisted for 
England’s T.S. Eliot Prize and named a “Best Book of 2006” by the Washington Post, San Francisco 
Chronicle and London Financial Times. In the fall of 2004, she was awarded the 70th Academy Fellowship 
for distinguished poetic achievement by the Academy of American Poets, which is an honor formerly 
held by Robert Frost, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams and Elizabeth Bishop. Dan Gerber, a native of 
Fremont, is the author of a dozen books of poetry, fiction and essays. His most recent books of poems 
include Particles: New & Selected Poems and Sailing through Cassiopeia. His work has received 
ForeWord Magazine’s Gold Medal Award, a Mark Twain Award for distinguished contribution to 
Midwest literature, a Michigan Author Award and a Michigan Notable Book Award. He is also the co-
founder of the literary magazine Sumac. 
 
DANCE 
“Celebrating Originality: Defying Gravity with Aerial Dance Chicago” 
November 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
*Concert will be preceded by a carillon concert at 7:10 p.m. featuring Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
university carilloneur, and followed by a reception. 
Fall Arts Celebration will transcend the traditional dance floor and fly into the sky when Aerial Dance 
Chicago (ADC) presents a new world of athleticism coupled with an elegant showcase of dancing in the 
air. A pioneer and an international leader in aerial dance, ADC is dedicated to presenting original 
choreography and performance in the field. The ensemble launches itself into the creative possibilities 
found in a vertical realm. During the company’s Fall Arts Celebration performance, ADC will incorporate 
a variety of apparatus, including suspended fabrics, bungee cords, hoops, swings and ropes. 
 
============================================================= 
 
Music, Theater, and Dance Department 
For more information about Music, Theater, and Dance Department events, contact (616) 331-3484 or 
visit gvsu.edu/mtd. 
 
The Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival presents “The Tempest” 
October 5, 6, 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
October 1, 8, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
Tickets: $14 adults, $12 seniors and GVSU alumni, faculty and staff, $6 students and groups 
Shakespeare wraps love, betrayal, vengeance, forgiveness, redemption and magic into “The Tempest,” 
which is believed to be the Bard’s final solo-written play. In “The Tempest,” Prospero, the exiled Duke of 
Milan and a powerful sorcerer, has survived 12 years marooned on a remote island with his daughter 
Miranda when the men who cheated him sail within reach of his fearful magic. He conjures a tempest 
that shipwrecks his enemies and leaves them at his mercy, but the story becomes more complex when 
Miranda falls in love with a castaway prince, and the island’s native inhabitants, Caliban and Ariel, 
frighten and amaze the mariners. Will Prospero exact his revenge or learn that “the rarer action is in 
virtue than in vengeance?” The answer will be revealed when Grand Valley State University students 
present “The Tempest” during the 2017 Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival. Operated annually since 
1993, the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival is Michigan's oldest and largest festival celebrating the 
Bard's life and works. For more information about the 24th annual Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, 
visit gvsu.edu/shakes or contact James Bell, festival coordinator, at bellja@gvsu.edu. 
 
GVSU Opera Theatre presents “A Kurt Weill Cabaret: Songs for a Changing World” 
October 20 and 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
October 22, at 2 p.m. 
Betty Van Andel Opera Center (1320 Fulton St. E, Grand Rapids) 
Filled with songs of great beauty and evocative power, Kurt Weill’s music was written for the changing 
world of the 20thcentury. Capturing the imagination of countless performers, songs like “Mack the 
Knife” (“The Threepenny Opera”), “September Song” (“Knickerbocker Holiday”) and “O Moon of 
Alabama” (“Mahogany”) have been recorded by Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, David Bowie, The Doors 
and many more notable artists. Join Grand Valley State University Opera Theatre as students pay tribute 
to this distinguished composer’s works and career. To purchase tickets, contact the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. For more information, visit gvsu.edu/theater. 
 
Arts at Noon 
Arts at Noon brings nationally and internationally-known musicians to Grand Valley State University for 
14 performances each academic year. All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, located on the Allendale Campus. They will begin at noon and last approximately one hour. 
Every concert is free and open to the public. For more information about Arts at Noon, visit 
gvsu.edu/artsatnoon or contact Henry Duitman, series coordinator, at duitmanh@gvsu.edu. 
 
October 11 – Cello Fest! 
Pablo Mahave-Veglia, professor of cello at Grand Valley State University, will present Cello Fest! with 
guest artist Trevor Exter during the fall Arts at Noon series. Mahave-Veglia will perform “C Major Cello 
Concerto” by Franz Joseph Haydn, alongside the GVSU Chamber Orchestra. 
 
October 25 – Möller-Fraticelli Guitar Duo 
Johannes Möller’s close collaboration with the Argentinean guitarist Laura Fraticelli has resulted in a 
unique form of musical expression. Their emotional playing style as well as their strong connection and 
stage presence make their performances unforgettable. Möller and Fraticelli have performed 
throughout Europe, North America and South America. The duo will bring their repertoire to Arts at 
Noon, which includes Argentinean tangos composed for guitar duos, as well as their own original 
compositions. 
 
November 1 – Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra 
Members of the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra will return to Grand Valley State University’s 
Allendale Campus for their annual Arts at Noon performance. "As the premiere arts organization in West 
Michigan, the Grand Rapids Symphony provides amazing cultural and educational benefits to the 
region," said Henry Duitman, Arts at Noon coordinator and GVSU Symphony Orchestra director. "Every 
year, the performance by the Grand Rapids Symphony during the Arts at Noon series brings the warmth 
of exquisitely-played string and woodwind instruments to the audience in the Cook-DeWitt Center. This 
is always the most eagerly-anticipated performance of the semester." 
 
GVSU Jazz Concert 
October 13, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Large Jazz Ensemble will perform under the direction of Tim Froncek. Jazz Combos will also 
perform under the direction of Michael Drost. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert 
October 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
The Symphonic Wind Ensemble will perform under the direction of Kevin Tutt. This event is free and 
open to the public. The Grand Valley State University Symphonic Wind Ensemble is widely recognized as 
one of the elite undergraduate wind ensembles, committed to the performance of the finest band 
literature. In 2016, the Symphonic Wind Ensemble released a CD, titled "Under Western Skies,” which is 
available on iTunes and Amazon. 
 
GVSU Concert Band Concert – “Evoking a Saturday Night at the Park Band Shell” 
October 18, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
The GVSU Concert Band, under the direction of John Martin, will perform a variety of music one might 
hear on a Saturday night in the park. During this concert, the ensemble will perform “633 Squadron” by 
Ron Goodwin, “Fugue on Yankee Doodle” by John Philip Sousa, “Shenandoah” by Frank Ticheli, “Light 
Cavalry Overture” by Franz von Suppe, arranged by Henry Fillmore, “The National Game March,” by 
Sousa, “Napoli, Herman Bellstedt” arranged by Donald Hunsberger and a sing-a-long selection from 
“Mary Poppins” arranged by Alfred Reed. Paul Carlson, assistant professor of tuba, will perform as a 
soloist for “Napoli, Herman Bellstedt,” and Caitlin Cusack, publicity and recruitment coordinator for the 
Music, Theatre and Dance Department, will perform as a soloist for the “Mary Poppins” sing-a-long. This 
concert is free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU Violin Day Concert 
October 20, at 2:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
Grand Valley State University will host its first Violin Day, preceding the annual String Leadership Day. 
Local high school violin students will perform a recital following a day of master classes and special 
rehearsals. This concert is free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU String Leadership Day Concert 
October 21, at 7 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
String Leadership Day will bring more than 60 of the finest high school string players in Michigan to 
Grand Valley State University to combine with string players from the GVSU Symphony Orchestra for a 
day of rehearsals, sectionals and master classes. This concluding concert will feature “Best of Day” 
soloists, the GVSU Faculty String Trio, Alex Wilson, assistant professor of trumpet, and the 100-member 
Festival Orchestra, conducted by Henry Duitman. The Festival Orchestra will perform Dag Wiren’s 
“Serenade for Strings.” This concert is free and open to the public. 
 
  
GVSU Choral Concert 
October 25, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
This choral concert at Grand Valley State University, which is free and open to the public, will feature the 
University Arts Chorale and Cantate Chamber Ensemble, performing under the direction of Ellen Pool. 
The University Arts Chorale is a prestigious ensemble of 35 voices and maintains an active performance 
schedule presenting choral repertoire from all periods of music. The Cantate Chamber Ensemble is 
dedicated to the artistic performance of distinctive a cappella choral music for a small ensemble. The 
goal of this chamber music ensemble is to rehearse a wide variety of sacred and secular music of the 
early periods of music through vocal jazz. 
 
GVSU New Music Ensemble Fall Concert 
October 27, at 7:30 p.m. 
Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, room 1600 (Large Dance Studio), Allendale 
Campus 
Grand Valley State University’s award-winning New Music Ensemble will perform their annual fall 
concert. This performance is free and open to the public. The New Music Ensemble promotes 
contemporary classical chamber music, with a special focus on music of the past 20 years. The ensemble 
has released three critically acclaimed recordings, which have appeared on “best release lists” by The 
New York Times, Washington Post, LA Weekly and Time Out Chicago. Their fourth album will be released 
this year. The group has performed at the Bang On a Can Marathon in New York City, the College Music 
Society National Conference in Atlanta and at Carnegie Hall. 
 
======================================= 
 
Grand Valley Writers Series 
Authors from around the world will visit Grand Valley State University as part of the 2017-18 Grand 
Valley Writers Series. The series has a rich history of bringing distinguished and emerging writers to 
campus to read work, visit classrooms and interact with students. For more information about the 
Writers Series, visit www.gvsu.edu/writing. 
 
Ander Monson and Sean Lovelace 
October 16, from 4:30-5:15 p.m. (reading followed by book signing) 
Kirkhof Center, room 2270, Allendale Campus 
Ander Monson is the author of six books: three of nonfiction (Neck Deep and Other Predicaments, 
Vanishing Point, and Letter to a Future Lover), two poetry collections (Vacationland and The Available 
World), and one novel (Other Electricities). He is also the recipient of a number of prizes, including a 
Howard Foundation Fellowship, the Graywolf Nonfiction Prize, the Annie Dillard Award for Nonfiction, 
the Great Lakes Colleges New Writers Award in Nonfiction, and a Guggenheim Fellowship. Monson 
currently edits the magazine DIAGRAM, as well as New Michigan Press, Essay Daily, and directs the 
master of fine arts program at the University of Arizona. Sean Lovelace teaches in the creative writing 
program at Ball State University. He often writes about cheese or cheese products (including a chapbook 
about Velveeta). He also wrote Fog Gorgeous Stag, and has won several national literary awards, 
including the Rose Metal Press Short Prize and the Crazyhorse Prize for Fiction. 
 
==================================== 
 
GVSU Art Gallery 
For more information about Art Gallery exhibitions, visit gvsu.edu/artgallery or call (616) 331-3638. 
 
“Mathias J. Alten: An Evolving Legacy” 
Exhibition dates: ongoing 
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery 
DeVos Center, Building E, Room 103 and 202, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Gordon Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 1-5 p.m.; closed on holiday weekends 
The German-born American artist, Mathias Joseph Alten (1871-1938) is often referred to as the Dean of 
Michigan painters. Working in a traditional representational style, Alten incorporated the aesthetics and 
techniques of the Impressionist Movement in paintings infused with light and punctuated with deft 
brushwork. Based in Grand Rapids, Alten created more than 3,800 works over a more than 40-year 
career, including landscapes, seascapes, portraits and florals. Grand Valley State University holds the 
largest public collection of Alten’s work. 
 
“Drawn from the Desert: Australian Aboriginal Paintings from the Central and Western Deserts” 
Exhibition on display through October 27, 2017 
West Wall Gallery, Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Exhibition Dates: November 3, 2017-March 2, 2018 
Kirkhof Center Gallery, Allendale Campus 
From 1940-1960, the Australian government forced Aboriginal groups off their lands and into organized 
communities of the Central Desert region and along the northern coast. Papunya, located about 150 
miles northwest of Alice Springs, was the final community established to collect these displaced groups, 
and where the contemporary Australian Aboriginal art movement began. This exhibition is drawn out of 
a recent gift of Australian Aboriginal paintings to Grand Valley State University, created by artists from 
Papunya and the surrounding region. It features artwork that provides insight into Aboriginal life, 
retellings of important ancient stories and symbols, and the sacred sites of this vast and arid landscape. 
 
“Roger That! The Life of Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee” 
Exhibition on display through October 27 
Kirkhof Center Gallery, Allendale Campus 
Roger Bruce Chaffee was chosen to be one of America’s first Apollo astronauts as part of NASA’s 
program to send a man to the surface of the moon and back to earth. Tragically, the 31-year-old Grand 
Rapids native died, along with his two fellow crewmembers, when a fire broke out inside of their 
spacecraft during a routine test on January 27, 1967. The photo exhibition, “Roger That! The Life of 
Astronaut Roger B. Chaffee,” marks the 50th anniversary of that tragedy and seeks to educate the public 
on his life and achievements. 
 
“2017 SeoulTech & GVSU Art & Design Student Exchange Exhibition” 
Exhibition Dates: September 29-December 8, 2017 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall (first floor), Allendale Campus 
This exhibition continues the collaboration between Grand Valley State University and Seoul National 
University of Science and Technology (SeoulTech), that was started in 2008. It features 40 photographs 
of artwork by SeoulTech art students, while a similar number of photographs by GVSU art and design 
students were sent to South Korea for a partner exhibition. 
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New endowed fund will help with high-return water research 
 
MUSKEGON, Mich. — Researchers at Grand Valley State University's Robert B. Annis Water Resources 
Institute will be able to investigate topics that government funding programs are typically not willing to 
take on, thanks to a new endowed fund created by Allen and Helen Hunting. 
 
The Huntings initiated the Allen I. and Helen J. Hunting Research and Innovation Fund through a 
generous gift to Grand Valley. This endowment will support research that will focus on important issues 
impacting Lake Michigan and the Grand River, including water quality, agriculture, climate change and 
other freshwater questions. 
 
Alan Steinman, the Allen I. and Helen J. Hunting Director of the Annis Water Resources Institute, said the 
fund will allow high-risk, high-return research that could have significant impacts on water resources 
and science. 
 
"Organizations that fund research like to be relatively certain that the money they're giving is going to 
yield some safe results, but that often means taking very little risk with research and sticking with safe, 
often predictable results," Steinman said. "The gift from the Huntings means that we'll have funds to go 
after exciting and groundbreaking research, focusing on high-risk but also high-return projects. Research 
needs to take that chance every once in a while to yield unique results that are important to protecting 
our Great Lakes." 
 
Steinman said he hopes to use the fund to more aggressively pursue research into microplastics in the 
Great Lakes, as well as assess the potential impacts of key stressors that will affect our future water 
resources, including climate change, land use change, and water withdrawals. 
 
"Allen and Helen Hunting have given us a wonderful gift that will allow us to do even more exciting and 
innovative science here at AWRI," Steinman said. "They're wonderful stewards of our environment and 
care deeply about protecting our spectacular freshwater resources." 
 
The gift is part of the Laker Effect comprehensive campaign for Grand Valley State University. To learn 
more about the campaign visit gvsu.edu/giving. To learn more about the Annis Water Resources 
Institute, visit gvsu.edu/wri. 
  
  
For immediate release 
September 6, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos of musicians are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0wH. 
 
 
GVSU, Grand Rapids Symphony musicians to kick off Arts at Noon concert series 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Arts at Noon concert series at Grand Valley State University will kick off its 
40th season with a performance by an ensemble of Grand Valley music faculty and members of the 
Grand Rapids Symphony. 
 
The series will feature seven concerts this fall followed by seven performances in the winter, beginning 
in January. The fall series begins Wednesday, September 13, with the Dvorak String Quintet. Members 
of the ensemble include Grand Valley music faculty Pablo Mahave-Veglia (cello), Michael Hovnanian 
(bass) and Paul Swantek (viola). They will be joined by members of the Grand Rapids Symphony, 
including Megan Crawford (violin) and James Crawford (violin). Hovnanian and Swantek are also 
members of the Grand Rapids Symphony. 
 
For this concert, the Dvorak String Quintet will perform "Antonin Dvorak String Quintet op. 77." 
 
All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the Allendale Campus, begin at 
noon, and last approximately one hour. Each concert is free and open to the public. 
 
Below is a full schedule of fall Arts at Noon concerts: 
 
September 13 – Dvorak String Quintet 
October 11 – Cello Fest! featuring guest artist Trevor Exter 
October 25 – Möller-Fraticelli Guitar Duo 
November 1 – Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra 
November 15 – Akropolis Reed Quintet 
November 29 – Cellist Nick Photinos 
December 6 – GVSU Brass Quintet Holiday Concert 
 
For more information about the individual performances, visit www.gvsu.edu/artsatnoon. 
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GVSU enrollment again tops 25,000 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University hit its enrollment goals with regard to total 
enrollment, first-year students, transfer students and minority students. More than 4,000 freshmen 
have enrolled at the university for six years in a row. This is one of the highest first-year enrollments in 
the state, as Michigan continues to see a decline in the number of high school graduates. 
 
Total enrollment is at 25,049 with 4,185 first-time students and 1,625 transfer students. A record 
number of minority students are enrolled, 4,344 up from 4,315 last fall, and Grand Valley has the largest 
number of seniors (7,184) in its history. 
 
"These enrollment numbers show that students and their families are finding the academic excellence 
and programs they want in a community that is welcoming," said President Thomas J. Haas. "We have 
faculty and staff members who work hard not only to attract students but to make sure they're 
supported through the completion of their programs. The record number of seniors shows that Grand 
Valley is retaining students and awarding degrees. We're energized by the atmosphere on campus and 
what we'll accomplish this year." 
 
Students are coming from every county in Michigan, and the number of students from states outside of 
Michigan increased to 2,108 from 1,992 last fall. More than 400 international students are 
enrolled. Grand Valley had a record number of graduates last year, another indication that the university 
is achieving its goal of increasing retention and degree completion. The university motivates students to 
finish in four years by awarding the $1,000 Grand Finish scholarship to students entering their fourth 
year with at least 90 credits. 
 
Grand Valley colleges showing significant growth are health professions and nursing (6.5 percent). 
 
Of all recent Grand Valley graduates, 94 percent are employed or pursuing advanced degrees, and of 
those working, 85 percent are employed in Michigan. Grand Valley is in the top three for graduation 
rates of all public universities in Michigan and is in the top four for retention. The university has been 
chosen as a "Best Value" and "Best Public Regional University" by U.S. News and World Report. 
Princeton Review named Grand Valley among the "Best in the Midwest," and for more than two 
decades, Grand Valley has been named one of "America's 100 Best College Buys" by Institutional 
Research and Evaluation. 
 
For more details on Grand Valley's performance, visit www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
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GVSU economist: Growth rate improves in West Michigan 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — After a summer lull, the West Michigan economy resumed the positive growth 
pattern the area has seen for the past eight years, according to a Grand Valley State University expert. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
August. See the full report here. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at +19, well above last month's +8. 
The production index increased to +20 from +6. The index of purchases moved higher to +24 from +12, 
and the employment index remained positive at +21, up from +20. 
 
Long said most auto parts suppliers continue to express concern about slower sales figures that have 
been reported every month since the beginning of the year, but, so far, none of the firms in the local 
survey are talking about major sales declines. 
 
He added that some capital equipment firms are reporting weaker sales due to the slowdown in the 
auto parts industry. 
 
Long said that the office furniture industry continues to show signs of topping out at the present level, 
but no significant setbacks have been reported. 
 
"Most firms realize that we are now over eight years into the recovery from the Great Recession, but 
none of the respondents feel that a major decline is coming any time soon," he said. "Having 
successfully recovered from one of the sharpest dips in recent history, many of our local firms have 
wisely resisted the temptation to over expand." 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU events celebrate Hispanic heritage 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration will feature 
guest lecturers, spoken word poetry, dancing and celebratory cultural events. 
 
The events, organized by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, take place in conjunction with National 
Hispanic Heritage Month. All events are free and open to the public. 
 
Event highlights are below; learn more at www.gvsu.edu/oma. 
 
Why (Y)our History Matters: The Latino Experience in the Midwest 
Wednesday, September 20, from 3-4:15 p.m., 2204 Kirkhof Center 
Lilia Fernández, a specialist in 20th century Latino history, will give a lecture. Her book, Brown in the 
Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago, is the first to document the history of 
Latino populations in the city after World War II. 
 
Professionals of Color Lecture Series - Hispanics: More Than Statistics 
Wednesday, September 27, from 1-2:30 p.m., 2250 Kirkhof Center 
Antonia Coello Novello, a native of Puerto Rico, is executive director of public health policy for Florida 
Hospital. In 1990, she was sworn in as the 14th Surgeon General of the U.S. Public Health Service; she 
was the first woman and first Hispanic American to hold the position. 
 
Spoken Word with Denice Frohman 
Thursday, October 5, from 4-5:15 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center 
Denice Frohman is an award-winning poet, writer, performer and educator. Her poetry focuses on social 
change. 
 
Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) 
Wednesday, November 1, from 6-7 p.m., Niemeyer Honors Building Lobby 
Dia de los Muertos is a holiday celebrated throughout Mexico and by the people of Mexican ancestry 
living in other places, like the U.S. The multi-day holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends to 
pray for and remember those who have died. 
 
Sabado Gigante (Dinner and Dance) 
Friday, November 3, from 8 p.m.-midnight, 2250 Kirkhof Center 
The event, hosted by the Latino Student Union, will replicate Sabado Gigante, a game show well known 
in the Latino community. The evening will include entertainment and prizes. 
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GVSU-sponsored event focuses on STEM topics and activities 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A free public event focused on STEM topics and activities for kids and adults of 
all ages will be hosted by several Grand Valley State University departments on September 16. 
 
The event, BrainSTEM, is a hands-on, brains-on expo that highlights the best of today’s innovation and 
creativity in science, technology, engineering and math. Community organizations that focus on STEM 
and STEM learning will be available throughout all three floors of the Grand Rapids Public Museum with 
hands-on activities for all ages. 
 
The event is sponsored by Grand Valley's Charter Schools Office, College of Education, College of 
Computing and Engineering, and WGVU Public Media. 
 
BrainSTEM 
September 16 
9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Grand Rapids Public Museum 
Free to public, no registration required (museum admission is free) 
 
Students in grades K-8 can take part in "Get with the Program," a group of four computer coding 
sessions that will help expose students to computer programming. 
 
Educators will be able to take part in Code to Compose, an introductory music composition and 
computer programming curriculum designed for beginners to gain exposure to coding. Participants will 
learn the basics by creating music with the Ruby programming language using a free application called 
Sonic Pi. The hands-on workshop for administrators, technology and music teachers interested in STEAM 
programs for 6-12th graders is offered by Macro Connect. 
 
Organizations taking part in the event include WGVU, GE Aviation, John Ball Zoo, Atomic Object, 
Breakout EDU, Tetra Discover Partner, Michigan State University Extension, GRPS, AirZoo, and West 
Michigan Tech Talent. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.grpm.org/events/brainstem/ 
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50 years worth of Middle Eastern artifacts featured in GVSU art exhibit 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Jim Goode, professor of history at Grand Valley State University, and his wife, 
Virginia, have explored 11 countries throughout the Middle East for business and pleasure over the past 
50 years. 
 
They have collected a wide variety of ceramics, rugs, textiles and other everyday artifacts along their 
adventures — most representing simple instruments of daily life in these regions of the world. 
 
During a Fall Arts Celebration exhibition at Grand Valley, many of these artifacts will be on display for 
the first time in the university’s Art Gallery. 
 
A reception for the “Afghanistan to Morocco: Journeys of Jim and Virginia Goode” exhibition will take 
place September 18, from 5-7 p.m., in the Art Gallery (room 1121), located in the Thomas J. and 
Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts on the Allendale Campus. The exhibition will be on display 
through October 27. 
 
“The exhibition displays some very simple, but important objects that allow insight into the daily lives of 
ordinary people in the Middle East region,” Jim said. “We all share certain common practices, such as 
preparing food and drink, entertaining family and friends and worshiping. This exhibit emphasizes such 
commonalities; we are more alike than we are different, regardless of our cultural backgrounds.” 
 
Jim began teaching for Grand Valley’s History Department in 1986, and said students have been at the 
center of the Goodes' involvement in the Middle East. He helped establish the university’s Middle East 
Studies program and has facilitated student involvement in the Model Arab League since 1988. The 
event is a three-day simulation attended by students from colleges and universities throughout 
Michigan who roleplay as delegates from the 23 member states of the Arab League. Jim has additionally 
led study abroad programs to Egypt and Turkey over the past 17 years. 
 
He will retire from Grand Valley in December; Virginia retired as office coordinator of the Chemistry 
Department in 2006. 
 
For more information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
Multiple free events will occur in conjunction with this Fall Arts Celebration exhibit. Each event will 
feature Jim and Virginia sharing an in-depth look at the stories and collections found within the 
exhibition. 
  
“Travel in the Middle East: Highs & Lows” 
September 13, from 1-2 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Haas Center 
 
“Professor Jim Goode: Recollections of an Iranophile, 1968-2017” 
September 18, from 1-2 p.m. 
Kirkhof Center, room 2215/2216 
 
“Carpets and Kilims” 
September 27, from 1-2 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Haas Center 
 
"Entertaining at Home" 
October 11, from 1-2 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Haas Center 
 
"Potter for Every Occasion" 
October 25, from 1-2 p.m. 
Art Gallery, Haas Center 
 
For more information about the Gallery Conversation Series, visit the Art Gallery website. 
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GVSU again named a top Midwest university 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has been named a top university in the Midwest by 
U.S. News & World Report. In the "2018 Best Colleges rankings" Grand Valley ranked 3rd for “Top Public 
Regional Universities in the Midwest.” 
 
Grand Valley is also listed among Midwest universities in the "Great Schools, Great Prices" list and 
ranked 29th for “Best Regional University,” and 57th for "Best in Undergraduate Engineering" programs. 
 
The rankings are based on several key measures of quality including peer assessment, graduation and 
retention rates, faculty resources, student selectivity, financial resources and alumni giving. Data was 
collected from each institution that included several indicators of academic excellence. 
 
For more information on how Grand Valley continues to excel in the areas of graduation and retention 
rates, alumni working in Michigan, and keeping down the cost of a college degree, view Grand Valley's 
accountability report at www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 88 undergraduate and 38 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from centers in Muskegon, Traverse City and 
Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
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Global lottery investigation being led by GVSU professor 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Massachusetts resident Clarance Jones won the lottery more than 7,000 times 
between 2011-2016 to the tune of $11 million. Although he is arguably the country’s luckiest player, he 
is not the only person in the U.S. who has found extremely good fortune playing the lottery.  
 
But, how is it possible that some individuals can win the lottery numerous times, while others rarely 
take home any winnings? 
 
Jeff Kelly Lowenstein, assistant professor of multimedia journalism at Grand Valley State University, has 
been collaborating with more than 40 students, journalists from 10 different countries since November 
2016 to investigate the answer to this question and others related to the global lottery industry. 
 
An analysis of more than 11 million records of lottery winners from 35 states and the District of 
Columbia found that more than 1,700 people across the U.S. have won significant lottery prizes. 
 
“Basically, we found that there were individual people winning the lottery from 50 up to even thousands 
of times, all with prizes over $600,” Kelly Lowenstein said. “It’s hard to describe how low the odds are of 
this happening.” 
 
Kelly Lowenstein and his team collaborated with the media outlet, PennLive, in Pennsylvania, on a 
national investigation into repeat winners. The group analyzed previous coverage to identify some 
common techniques used to win the lottery multiple times.  
 
These techniques included theft, cheating, money laundering, and "ticket cashing," which is the practice 
of a person having someone else cash-in a winning ticket in order to avoid having debts deducted from 
the winnings. 
 
Kelly Lowenstein said his team's project is exploring uncharted waters because previous lottery 
investigations have focused on state or national levels, while this investigation is examining a global 
angle. 
 
“Our investigation has shown that there is an organized system behind what you think is just an ordinary 
part of daily life,” he said. “The scale of it is massive." 
 
Eight gaming companies play an outsized role in the global industry. One of the largest is International 
Game Technology (IGT), which, Kelly Lowenstein said, has a presence in 100 countries, including the U.S. 
 
Those eight companies heavily fund a non-profit lobbying association based in Switzerland, called the 
World Lottery Association. 
 
“This association espouses that it is very committed to responsible gambling and says on its website that 
its members all give at least half of their proceeds to charity,” said Lowenstein. “Meanwhile, they get 
regional industry leaders together at a World Lottery Summit every other year to plan how they can 
extract more money from the world’s lottery players who, research has shown, are disproportionally 
poor people.” 
 
After examining the public financial records of IGT, Kelly Lowenstein said his team found that the 
company was taking steps to avoid paying millions of dollars in taxes. 
 
Kelly Lowenstein added that while there’s nothing to suggest that this practice is illegal, it is a dynamic 
that prior lottery research has not scrutinized. 
 
“We’re not trying to disband the lottery, but I do think there is something significant to be looked at 
around how the system operates and essentially that it disproportionally impacts people who have 
fewer resources, and that the lottery companies are taking those profits and using them to avoid taxes,” 
said Kelly Lowenstein. 
 
The other primary piece of this global investigation involved tracing where money goes after people pay 
for lottery tickets. 
 
For example, in Mali, a country located in West Africa, a reporter working on the project found that the 
lottery is supposed to help the people, but his research found that the ruling political party was holding 
“lavish parties” for themselves funded with money from the lottery. 
 
For more information about the investigation, visit gamingthelottery.org, or contact Kelly Lowenstein at 
(312) 532-7902 or jkellylowenstein@gmail.com. 
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GVSU students harvest hundreds of pounds of honey from bees on campus 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — This month, beekeepers across the region began harvesting honey created during 
the summer. Grand Valley State University students and faculty members are part of this group and 
recently gathered honey produced at the apiaries on campus. 
 
In early September, members of the student organization GVSU Beekeepers harvested, extracted and 
bottled more than 360 pounds of honey. The honey came from apiaries at the Sustainable Agriculture 
Project on the Allendale Campus and Meijer Campus in Holland. An apiary is a collection of hives. 
 
"Honeybees pollinate one-third of crops grown in the U.S.," said Megan Damico, a senior biomedical 
sciences major and president of the GVSU Beekeepers. "They pollinate all kinds of produce, from citrus 
fruits in the South, up to apples and berries in the North, over to almonds in the West. They're key to 
our healthy diets." 
 
The honey is for sale for $8 per bottle in room 324 of Lake Ontario Hall on the Allendale Campus and at 
the front desk at the Meijer Campus in Holland, Monday-Friday. 
 
Researching honeybee health 
 
Honeybees are disappearing and researchers around the world, including Grand Valley faculty members 
and students, are studying the reasons why. The group is taking a close look at honeybee habitats and 
health, and organizing community outreach activities to educate people about the species' importance. 
 
Anne Marie Fauvel, affiliate faculty of liberal studies, hopes a mobile app developed at Grand Valley will 
shed light on honeybee health in Michigan and beyond. 
 
The app is part of Michigan PollenCheck, a project led by Fauvel to study bee pollen to project the health 
of hives in Michigan. The app was developed by two Grand Valley students and computing professor 
Jonathan Engelsma. More than 20 beekeepers across the state have been trained to collect pollen and 
submit hive data via the app. 
 
After data has been collected, Fauvel will connect with Bee Informed Partnership (BIP), a national 
organization that researches the mortality of honeybees. 
 
"The app will eventually be used by beekeepers and researchers nationally," said Fauvel, president of 
the Holland Area Beekeepers Association. 
 
Michigan PollenCheck stems from another research project led by Engelsma and funded by a portion of 
a $2.3 million USDA grant awarded to BIP. The project focuses on collecting data from honeybee 
colonies using a variety of techniques and tools, including a website developed by a team of students. 
The website (hivescales.beeinformed.org) houses information captured by electronic scales that are 
installed underneath more than 150 live honeybee colonies across the country. The scales capture 
weight, humidity and temperature every 15 minutes. Read more.  
 
"Every morning when the sun warms a hive, we'll see the weight drop about four pounds as bees leave 
to find nectar and pollen," Engelsma said. "Around mid-day, we see the weight increase as bees bring 
nectar and pollen loads back to the hive. Observing weight increases and decreases can reveal a lot 
about a hive; it's healthy for a colony to gain weight, not lose it." 
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CEO of Ford Motor Company to speak at GVSU 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Jim Hackett, president and CEO of Ford Motor Company, is the featured 
speaker for the Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture October 2. 
 
Hackett's speech, "Technology and Human Promise," will begin at 8 a.m. in the L. William Seidman 
Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Breakfast begins at 7:15 a.m. 
 
Hackett has been at the helm of Ford Motor Company since May 2017 and is a member of the 
company's board of directors. Prior to serving in this role, he was chairman of Ford Smart Mobility LLC. 
 
In February 2014, Hackett retired as CEO of Steelcase after 30 years of helping transform the office 
furniture company into a global leader. He graduated with a degree in finance from the University of 
Michigan in 1977, where he also played on the university’s football team.  
 
At Grand Valley, Hackett served on the 2011 Honorary Executive Cabinet for the Building for Life 
campaign, the 2005 Honorary Executive Cabinet of the Innovation campaign and on the committee for 
the Engineering Laboratories Building campaign. He was also awarded the 1999 Grand Valley Leadership 
Award. 
 
For more information and to RSVP, contact the Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100. 
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Michigan’s largest, oldest Shakespeare festival to honor the Bard’s legacy at GVSU 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival will explore and celebrate the life and 
works of William Shakespeare for the 24th consecutive year, with multiple events September 29-
November 4. 
 
Grand Valley State University’s annual festival is the oldest and largest Shakespeare festival in Michigan 
and attracts more than 6,000 guests each year. 
 
To kick off this year’s festival, students will bring to life what is believed to be one of the Bard’s final 
solo-written plays. Shakespeare wraps themes of love, betrayal, vengeance, forgiveness, redemption 
and magic into “The Tempest.” 
 
In “The Tempest,” Prospero, the exiled Duke of Milan and a powerful sorcerer, has survived 12 years 
marooned on a remote island with his daughter, Miranda, when the men who cheated him sail within 
reach of his fearful magic. He conjures a tempest that shipwrecks his enemies and leaves them at his 
mercy, but the story becomes more complex when Miranda falls in love with a castaway prince, and the 
island’s native inhabitants, Caliban and Ariel, frighten and amaze the mariners. Will Prospero exact his 
revenge or learn that “the rare action is in virtue than in vengeance?” 
 
Performances of “The Tempest” will take place September 29 and 30, and October 5, 6 and 7, at 7:30 
p.m., and October 1 and 8, at 2 p.m. All performances will take place in Louis Armstrong Theatre, in 
the Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts. Sign language interpretation will be 
available during the October 5 performance. 
 
Tickets are $14 for adults, $12 for seniors and GVSU alumni, faculty and staff members, and $6 for 
students and groups. Five percent of total ticket sales for performances of “The Tempest” will be 
donated to the American Red Cross to contribute to hurricane relief efforts. 
 
“We feel we could not perform a play called ‘The Tempest’ that begins with a devastating storm that 
shipwrecks sailors without acknowledging the catastrophic storms of this year and the devastation 
caused to so many areas,” said Jim Bell, Shakespeare Festival director. 
 
“The Tempest” will be directed by guest artist Curt Tofteland, founder and producing director of 
Shakespeare Behind Bars Inc., the oldest North American Shakespeare program that takes place in 
medium-security prisons. 
 
The award-winning documentary, “Shakespeare Behind Bars,” traces the success of the program while 
demonstrating the transformational power of performing Shakespeare's works. A public screening of 
the documentary and a discussion with Tofteland will take place October 4, at 7 p.m., in Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
 
This year’s Shakespeare Festival will welcome guest scholar-in-residence, John Andrews, founder and 
president of the renowned Shakespeare Guild. Andrews also served as the resident scholar during Grand 
Valley’s first Shakespeare Festival in 1994. 
 
Andrews will give a public lecture in conjunction with performances of “The Tempest,” entitled “Why 
Shakespeare's 'Brave New World' Continues to Resonate: Reflections on 'The Tempest.'" His 
presentation will take place September 29, at 4 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center’s Pere Marquette Room. 
The lecture will be preceded by a reception at 3 p.m. and include a performance of this year’s festival 
Greenshow: “The Devil is an Ass.” 
 
Grand Valley’s traveling Shakespeare troupe, Bard to Go, also returns this year with a new, 50-minute 
production, “The Wonder of Will: This Is Your Afterlife!” 
 
This year’s production asks what would happen if the Bard was brought back to life and taken on an 
adventure through his most famous plays. The production includes scenes from “Hamlet,” “Richard III,” 
“The Comedy of Errors,” “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Romeo and Juliet,” “Macbeth,” and “The 
Merchant of Venice.” 
 
Bard to Go will perform for students at various secondary schools throughout Michigan in October and 
November, and offer multiple public performances as well. The troupe will perform as an ArtPrize entry 
from noon-5 p.m. on September 30 and October 1 at the Gerald R. Ford Museum in Grand Rapids. 
 
Bard to Go will also perform at 1 p.m. on November 4 in Loosemore Auditorium, located in the DeVos 
Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The performance will follow the Campus Student 
Competition Awards Ceremony. 
 
For more information about this year’s Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, contact Bell at 
bellja@gvsu.edu, or visit gvsu.edu/shakes. To purchase tickets for “The Tempest,” call the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-2300. 
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Psychology of police interrogations to be dissected by expert during GVSU event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Why do innocent people confess to crimes during police interrogations? This is 
one question that will be answered during the 7th annual James W. Carey Memorial Lecture at Grand 
Valley State University. 
 
Featured lecturer, Kyle Scherr, associate professor of psychology at Central Michigan University, will 
discuss why innocence can still lead to injustice by presenting evidence from wrongful conviction cases 
and experimental psychological science. 
 
Scherr, who also serves as the director of the Experimental Program at CMU, will present "Arresting 
Signs: From Miranda Waivers, Through False Confessions to Wrongful Convictions” September 27 at 7 
p.m. The lecture will take place in Loosemore Auditorium (room 122E), located inside the DeVos Center 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
Scherr’s current research projects examine the psychology and laws surrounding police interrogations. 
His research explores the various causes for why suspects offer confessions during interrogations, and 
the psychological factors that influence suspects’ comprehension of and willingness to forego their 
Miranda rights. 
 
For more information, contact Valerie Peterson, professor of communications studies, at (616) 331-2981 
or petersov@gvsu.edu. 
  
MEDIA NOTE: Location change for GVSU design thinking event 
The below event will be held on the second floor of the Eberhard Center, located on Grand Valley's 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. An updated news release is below. 
===================================================== 
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GVSU design thinking event to spotlight the power of empathy 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Empathy allows people to understand and share the feelings of others, and it is 
also a key component of the design thinking process, which is used to solve complex problems in the 
world. 
 
During an upcoming presentation at Grand Valley State University, the difference between affective 
empathy (subconscious) and cognitive empathy (conscious) will be explored, as well as how these 
concepts apply to design thinking. 
 
“Empathy is the key starting point to true design thinking and understanding the difference between 
empathy and sympathy is beneficial to meeting the needs of others,” said John Berry, director of Grand 
Valley’s Design Thinking Initiative and Design Thinking Academy. 
 
Randy Salzman, a design thinking-based author, educator and consultant, will present “Empathy: 
Abstract to Application” on September 27, from 6-7 p.m., on the second floor of the Eberhard Center, 
located on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
“Many people struggle with seeing life through another’s eyes, and this presentation expands the 
human ability to recognize complexity and difference,” said Salzman. “Rather than attempt to measure 
student empathy, we will focus on enlarging students’ ‘latitude of acceptance’ around their own human 
silos.” 
 
Salzman said that today’s social trends are pulling people around the world farther apart, despite 
seeming as though they are coming closer together. 
 
“Apparently as we spend more and more time in front of screens which tell us, generally, that the world 
is just as we want it to be, the less inclined we appear to be willing to step outside our protective shells 
and recognize that all ‘others’ have the same emotions, the same needs, the same desires,” he 
explained. 
 
The presentation is sponsored by Grand Valley's Design Thinking Academy. 
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First woman surgeon general to discuss Hispanic heritage at GVSU lecture 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The first woman and first Hispanic to hold the title of Surgeon General of the 
United States will give a presentation September 27 as part of Grand Valley State University's 
Professionals of Color Lecture Series. 
 
Antonia Novello's presentation, "Hispanics: More Than Statistics," will take place from 1-2:30 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 2250, on the Allendale Campus. 
 
Novello became the 14th surgeon general in 1990 when she was sworn in by Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor. Novello has also served as the New York State health commissioner and executive 
director of public health policy for Florida Hospital. She currently serves as a liaison between the 
Dominican Republic government and its attorney general to raise awareness of domestic violence. 
 
Novello, from Puerto Rico, received a doctorate in medicine from the University of Puerto Rico. She 
completed training at the University of Michigan and Georgetown University, and received a master's 
degree in public health in 2000. 
 
The annual Professionals of Color Lecture Series is organized by the Office of Multicultural Affairs at 
Grand Valley. The next lecture will take place February 8 with a lecture by Samuel Museus, associate 
professor of higher education and student affairs at Indiana University Bloomington. Museus is the 
founding director of the Culturally Engaging Campus Environments Project. 
 
Novello's visit is planned in conjunction with Grand Valley's Hispanic Heritage Celebration. See more 
events at www.gvsu.edu/oma. 
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GVSU Lakers take on SVSU Cardinals during 15th Battle of the Valleys 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — For the 15th year, Grand Valley State University is facing off against rival Saginaw 
Valley State University to raise the most funds during the Battle of the Valleys fundraising competition. 
 
Proceeds raised at Grand Valley will go to the Laker Children's Fund, established in 2014 to assist groups 
and local nonprofits that work with children. 
 
The competition, which runs from September 24-30, will conclude with the football game between the 
Grand Valley Lakers and Saginaw Valley Cardinals. The game takes place September 30 at 7 p.m. at 
Lubbers Stadium. The university that raises the most funds will receive a traveling trophy, which is 
presented at half time at the football game. 
 
Battle of the Valleys began in 2003 and has raised more than $510,000 for local and national charities 
that benefit children. The campus tradition is organized by Grand Valley's Student Senate and Laker 
Traditions Team. 
 
Fundraising events are scheduled each night of the week on Grand Valley's Allendale Campus and  
T-shirts will be sold in the Kirkhof Center and at the Laker Store. 
 
 September 24: Beach Volleyball Tournament at 10 a.m., Outdoor Volleyball Courts; Car Wash, 2-
5 p.m., Walker Fire Station  
 September 25: Laker Family Feud, 7 p.m., Grand River Room, $25 per team, register team at 
gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys  
 September 26: Fundraising Fair, noon, Kirkhof Center lawn; GV's Got Talent, 9 p.m., Cook-
DeWitt Center  
 September 27: Pie Day, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Kirkhof Center lobby  
 September 28: Water Pong, 8 p.m., Kirkhof Center  
 September 30: Tailgate, 4-6:30 p.m., Outside Basketball Courts 1, 2, and 3 
 
For more information, visit gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleys or email lakertraditions@gvsu.edu. 
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The Wall That Heals coming to Grand Rapids as part of LZ Michigan 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Wall That Heals, a half-scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., is coming to West Michigan; the event is sponsored by LZ Michigan and WGVU Public 
Media. 
 
The Wall, built in 1996 by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, has visited more than 400 cities and 
towns throughout the nation. 
 
The Wall That Heals will arrive in Grand Rapids September 20; it will be on public display September 21-
24 at Fifth Third Ball Park in Grand Rapids. 
 
September 20 media opportunities 
• 6:30-7 a.m. - The Wall That Heals arrives at the GVSU Allendale Campus in Parking Lot H 
• 8:45 a.m. - Brief remarks 
• 9 a.m. - Escort of the Wall begins from Allendale Campus to Fifth Third Ballpark. NOTE: brief stops will 
be made at Spartan Nash in Grand Rapids and Grand Rapids Home for Veterans 
• Approximately 10 a.m. - The Wall travels past Rosa Parks Circle on Monroe Avenue 
• 11-11:30 a.m. - News conference and official welcome at Fifth Third Ball Park featuring guest 
speakers 
 
September 21 
• 6 p.m. Fifth Third Ballpark - The Wall opens to public with a ceremony that includes a wreath laying 
ceremony. 
 
September 23 
• LZ Michigan, noon-8:30 p.m., Fifth Third Ballpark 
LZ Michigan (landing zone) is an event to remember, honor and celebrate veterans and their family 
members. It will feature speakers, military displays and maps, music, entertainment, kid's activities, PBS 
Kids characters and more. Representatives from the Human Hug Project, which brings awareness to 
PTSD, will take part. 
 
Free tickets for LZ Michigan are available at Family Fare and D&W stores and Forest Hills Foods. Parking 
on Saturday is $5. 
 
September 24 
•3 p.m. - Closing ceremony for The Wall That Heals 
 
For detailed information on The Wall That Heals and all LZ Michigan events, visit www.lzmichigan.org. 
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David Brooks, Ronald White to discuss "Character and the Presidency" at Hauenstein Event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The office of the U.S. president has long represented a position that requires 
ethical and effective leadership in public service — two character traits that are fiercely debated 
between supporters and critics of President Donald Trump. 
 
With Trump in the White House, character and the presidency is a timely and divisive topic, so Grand 
Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies will host distinguished political 
commentator David Brooks and best-selling presidential historian Ronald White for a discussion about 
the past, present and future of character and the American presidency. 
 
David Brooks and Ronald C. White: Character and the Presidency 
Tuesday October 3 at 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, Room 215 
301 Fulton Street W., Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
 
Brooks is a well-known political commentator and columnist for the New York Times and a 
commentator on NPR and PBS NewsHour. He has worked as a film critic for The Washington Times and 
has been a contributing editor at Newsweek and The Atlantic Monthly. 
 
White is a best-selling author of books focusing on several American presidents. His latest, American 
Ulysses: A Life of Ulysses S. Grant was described as "the classic work on Ulysses S. Grant" by General 
David Petraeus (Ret.). He has published three books about Abraham Lincoln, including A. Lincoln: A 
Biography which was a New York Times, Washington Post and Los Angeles Times bestseller. White's op-
ed pieces have appeared in the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times and Christian 
Science Monitor. 
 
For more information, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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Grand Valley University Foundation elects new members 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Grand Valley University Foundation elected new directors and advisory 
cabinet members at its annual meeting September 26. 
 
They join more than 110 foundation directors who will play a pivotal role in the Laker Effect 
comprehensive campaign, which began in June and will provide increased support for students and 
allow Grand Valley programs and facilities to stay current with changing needs of employers. 
 
New Foundation Directors: 
• Matthew DeCamp 
• Robert Roth 
• James Sebastian Jr. 
• Elizabeth Welch 
• Steven Workman 
 
New Advisory Cabinet Members: 
• Robert Bernecker 
• Raleigh Finkelstein 
• Allen Hunting 
• Helen Hunting 
• B. P. (Budge) Sherwood III 
• Joyce Wisner 
 
For more information about these people or the Grand Valley University Foundation, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/giving/gvu-foundation-17.htm. 
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Ott Lecture to explore how new drugs are discovered 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — How are new drugs discovered? This question will be answered by chemist and 
educator Brian Shoichet during the Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry at Grand Valley State 
University 
 
The presentation will take place October 5 at 6 p.m. in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center on 
the Allendale Campus. A reception will take place prior to the lecture at 5 p.m. 
 
During his presentation, Shoichet, professor of pharmaceutical chemistry at the University of California, 
San Francisco (UCSF), will discuss the social, economic and technological events that have enabled the 
development of new drug discovery over the past 70 years. He will also touch on the regulatory and 
technological challenges of modern drug research and new scientific discoveries that are driving this 
research forward. 
 
Shoichet additionally oversees the Shoichet Laboratory at USCF. There, he and his team strive to 
develop new methods of drug discovery by breaking down biology to the molecular level in order to 
identify how different components fit together using synthetic molecules designed in the lab. The team 
also investigates how biological molecules operate together, both in health and disease. 
 
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry was created and endowed by a gift from the late Arnold C. 
and Marion Ott. Arnold Ott was a leading chemist and entrepreneur in West Michigan. He was also one 
of the co-founders of Grand Valley and served on the Board of Trustees for 28 years. 
 
For more information, contact Grand Valley’s Chemistry Department at (616) 331-3317 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/chem. 
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GVSU Health Forum series begins with focus on health care jobs 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The monthly Health Forum of West Michigan series begins its new year with a 
panel discussion that focuses on the supply and demand of health care jobs, and how area higher 
education institutions are working to meet the needs of industry employers and employees. 
 
"The Health Care Talent Pipeline" is set for Friday, October 6, at 8 a.m. at the DeVos Center, 401 W. 
Fulton St.; a light breakfast will begin at 7:30 a.m. The series is hosted by Grand Valley State University's 
Office of the Vice Provost for Health; monthly meetings are free and open to the public, RSVP online at 
www.gvsu.edu/miperc/. 
 
Panelists are Norman Beauchamp, dean of the Michigan State University College of Human Medicine; 
Laurie Chelsey, provost, Grand Rapids Community College; Maria Cimitile, provost, Grand Valley; Pamela 
Ries, senior vice president and chief human resources officer for Spectrum Health; and Wanda Stokes, 
director of the Talent Investment Agency for the state of Michigan. Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for 
Health, will serve as moderator. 
 
Health Forum of West Michigan partners are Grand Valley's Office of the Vice Provost for Health, MSU 
College of Human Medicine, Midwest Interprofessional Practice, Education, and Research Center, and 
the Michigan Center for Clinical Systems Improvement. The series is sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan. 
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GVSU named Best College Buy for 22 consecutive years 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — For the 22nd year in a row, Grand Valley State University has been named one of 
America's 100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation, Inc. in Georgia. 
 
Each year, Institutional Research and Evaluation identifies the 100 American colleges and universities 
providing students the very highest quality education at the lowest cost. Grand Valley has made the list 
far more times than any other Michigan institution; authors of the report say it is because of Grand 
Valley's high academic performance coupled with its low cost. 
 
The only other Michigan institutions on the list this year are Hillsdale College and Western Michigan 
University. 
 
To be considered for the designation, an institution must: 
• Be an accredited, four-year institution; 
• Offer full residential facilities; 
• Have an entering freshman class in fall 2016 with a high school GPA and/or SAT/ACT equal to or above 
the national average for entering college freshmen; 
• Out-of-state tuition in 2017-2018 below the national average or not exceeding the national average 
   cost by more than 10 percent. 
 
The average GPA for incoming freshmen at Grand Valley for fall 2016 was 3.54, compared to the 
national average of 3.45, according to Institutional Research and Evaluation. The average ACT score for 
incoming freshmen at Grand Valley for fall 2016 was 24, compared to the national average of 23. 
 
Grand Valley State University, one of the 100 largest universities in the nation, attracts more than 
25,000 students with high-quality programs and state-of-the-art facilities. Grand Valley is a 
comprehensive university serving students from all 83 Michigan counties and dozens of other states and 
foreign countries. Grand Valley offers 88 undergraduate and 38 graduate degree programs from 
campuses in Allendale, Grand Rapids and Holland, and from centers in Muskegon, Traverse City and 
Detroit. The university is dedicated to individual student achievement, going beyond the traditional 
classroom experience, with research opportunities and business partnerships. 
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U.S. resegregation policies to be examined during GVSU Fall Arts Celebration 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — During a time when race is at the forefront of many national headlines and 
social media news feeds, Jeffrey Chang will discuss how resegregation is quietly pushing the U.S. back to 
the days before 1954’s Brown vs. Board of Education decision. 
 
Chang, a social historian and author, will present “We Gon’ Be Alright: Race and Resegregation in 
Today’s America” on October 9 as Grand Valley State University’s Fall Arts Celebration Distinguished 
Academic Lecturer. The presentation will take place at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd floor of the L.V. Eberhard 
Center, located on Grand Valley’s Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The lecture will be followed by a 
reception and book signing. 
 
Many of Chang’s thoughts and ideas about resegregation, which is the renewal of segregation among 
systems like housing and education, will reflect those found in his new book, We Gon’ Be Alright: Notes 
on Race and Resegregation. 
 
Chang claims that if policies of resegregation can be removed from the conversation, which activist 
groups such as Black Lives Matter are attempting to do, America can become a thriving, prosperous and 
equitable place for everyone. 
 
“Jeff links contemporary activism and Twitter's use as a tool to advocate for social justice to broader 
histories of student activism and civil rights,” said Kimberly McKee, director of Grand Valley’s Kutsche 
Office of Local History and lecture coordinator. “His lecture is timely, given the continuance of police 
violence and day-to-day hostility experienced by communities of color and other marginalized 
communities.” 
 
Chang has written extensively on the intersection of race, art and civil rights, and the socio-political 
forces that guided the hip-hop generation. He has written for The Nation, The New York Times, San 
Francisco Chronicle, The Believer and Foreign Policy among many other print and digital publications. He 
currently serves as the executive director of the Institute for Diversity in the Arts at Stanford University. 
 
For more information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
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West Michigan business center names new regional director 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan Small Business Development Center has named Ed Garner 
as its new regional director. Garner will provide oversight, resource development, coordination and 
management of the SBDC West Michigan Regional Office, which is located at Grand Valley State 
University. 
 
“With a growing number of entrepreneurial resources and programs, the West Michigan region is full of 
business activity that can be enhanced by the SBDC,” said Garner. 
 
Before coming to the SBDC in September, Garner served as president and CEO of Muskegon Area First, 
an economic development corporation in Muskegon. 
 
The community is invited to an open house to meet Garner and the West Michigan team of 
consultants on Wednesday, November 8, from 3-6 p.m. at Grand Valley’s L. William Seidman Center, 
50 Front Ave. SW in downtown Grand Rapids. 
 
RSVP to sbdc@gvsu.edu or call (616) 331-7370. 
 
“We are extremely excited to have Ed as the director of our West Michigan Region SBDC,” said Keith 
Brophy, state director of the Michigan SBDC. “His knowledge of West Michigan’s unique business 
ecosystem is an advantage to both the Michigan SBDC and the local entrepreneurs we serve.” 
 
Garner has a bachelor's degree in engineering from Michigan State University and a master's degree in 
business administration from Western Michigan University. He is also a graduate of the Muskegon 
Leadership Program, Grand Haven Leadership Connect, and Leadership West Michigan. 
 
Garner joins a team of experienced business consultants creating significant impact in West Michigan. In 
2016 the West Michigan Region SBDC provided one-on-one business counseling to 790 area 
entrepreneurs, resulting in 853 jobs created or retained, and 49 new business starts. Additionally, the 
West Michigan Region SBDC generated more than $41 million in capital formation. 
 
About the Michigan SBDC 
 
The Michigan Small Business Development Center provides no-cost counseling, business education, 
information-based planning and technology commercialization services to Michigan’s new business 
ventures, existing small businesses, growing businesses and innovators. The Michigan SBDC State Lead 
Center is located in Grand Valley State University's Seidman College of Business in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Entrepreneurs and small business owners may access the services of their nearest Michigan 
SBDC by calling (616) 331-7480 or visiting www.SBDCMichigan.org. 
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GVSU certificate program in Traverse City centers on hospice, palliative care 
 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. — Grand Valley State University will offer an interprofessional certificate program 
in hospice and palliative care for post-baccalaureate students and professionals in northern Michigan. 
 
Classes will begin in January at the Northwestern Michigan College University Center, 2200 Dendrinos 
Drive. 
 
Organizers said the program is designed for professionals who work with patients facing life-limiting and 
terminal illnesses, including nurses, social workers, physicians, clergy members and other health 
professionals. 
 
The four-course certificate program was established by Grand Valley's Kirkhof College of Nursing, School 
of Social Work, and School of Public, Nonprofit and Health Administration in 2015 with a cohort in Grand 
Rapids. 
 
Karen Burritt, associate dean for graduate programs for KCON, said the program is offered in a 
combination of online and in-seat classes and includes coursework in palliative and hospice care, 
pain/symptom management, death and grief, and an elective in pharmacology, social work or health 
care systems. Classes meet five times per semester. 
 
Burritt said the Traverse City cohort will be a collaborative effort with northern Michigan leaders in 
hospice and palliative care. She added there is a tremendous need in rural areas for health care 
professionals who have advanced knowledge of end-of-life care. 
 
People interested in applying for the certificate program can contact Linda Buck at buckli@gvsu.edu or 
(800) 480-0406 for information. Details are posted online, gvsu.edu/phc/. 
  
For Immediate Release 
October 9, 2017 
Contact: Dottie Barnes, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: The full report and audio bites of Brian Long can be found on Dropbox at: 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0yA 
 
 
GVSU economist: Positive growth continues 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy is going strong and the trend should continue, 
according to a Grand Valley State University expert. 
 
Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management Research in the Seidman College of Business, surveyed 
local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last two weeks of 
September. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) came in at +21, above last month's +19. The 
production index eased to +17 from +20. The index of purchases slowed to +14 from +24, and the 
employment index remained positive at +17, up from +21. 
 
Long said for auto sales, the September report reversed the negative pattern of the past six months. 
 
"Most auto parts suppliers have been concerned throughout the summer about the slower auto sales, 
so the September bounce in sales seems to have forestalled any immediate fear of an automotive 
recession lurking around the corner," said Long. "The major office furniture firms still appear to be 
topping out at the present level, but the smaller firms are having a little more success." 
 
Business optimism is strong in West Michigan and the economy for the rest of the world continues to 
improve, Long said. 
 
"Canada and Mexico, our two largest trading partners, turned in strong reports for September," he said. 
"Whereas most of the major economies were improving over the summer, growth in September slowed 
in China, Japan and the UK." 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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Annual Hispanic gala will honor GVSU president, others 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University President Thomas J. Haas will be among the 
honorees at the 13th annual César E. Chávez Hispanic Excellence Scholarship and Community Awards 
Gala. 
 
Hosted by the Committee to Honor César E. Chávez, the event is Thursday, October 19, at the Eberhard 
Center, 301 W. Fulton, with a cash bar beginning at 5:30 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. 
 
Tickets for the event are $100 per individual and can be purchased online at 
gvsu.edu/inclusion/17cecgala. Proceeds support the Lupe Ramos-Montigny Legacy Endowed Scholarship 
at Grand Valley. 
 
Haas will receive the Hispanic Advocate Award, presented to a non-Hispanic individual who exemplifies 
the legacy of Chávez by enhancing the upward mobility of the Hispanic community. In 2016, Haas was 
the first university president in Michigan to join Excelencia in Education's Presidents for Latino Student 
Success to advocate for increased higher education access for Latino/a students, and support them with 
resources and services. 
 
Other award recipients are: 
 
• Aguila Award: Gregory Sundstrom, Grand Rapids city manager; and Tom Almonte, Grand Rapids 
managing director of public services 
• Youth Award: Devin Rittenhouse, 2017 Grand Valley graduate 
• La Familia Award: La Familia Villarreal 
• Golden Citizen Award: J. Marcos Guerrero 
 
Also, area college students will receive scholarships. More information is available online at 
facebook.com/CommitteeToHonorCEC/. 
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GVSU Opera Theatre to honor legacy of composer Kurt Weill during cabaret performances 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The legacy of composer Kurt Weill can still be heard today by audiences in 
concert halls and theaters, and Grand Valley State University students will honor that legacy when GVSU 
Opera Theatre performs a selection of Weill’s greatest hits. 
 
“A Kurt Weill Cabaret” will focus on the music of Weill (1900-1950), and the many lyricists who 
collaborated with him during his life and career. 
 
Performances will take place October 20 and 21 at 7:30 p.m., and October 22 at 2 p.m. at the Betty 
Van Andel Opera Center (1320 Fulton St. SE, Grand Rapids). To purchase tickets, call (616) 451-2741. 
Tickets are $14 for adults, $12 for seniors and Grand Valley faculty, staff and alumni, and $6 for 
students. 
 
“Because his music is being performed in both a popular and classical context, no composer in the 20th 
century had a more wide-ranging influence than Kurt Weill,” said Dale Schriemer, Opera Theatre stage 
director. “Indie artists, rock musicians, metropolitan opera stars and jazz greats have all adopted his 
music because of its broad appeal.” 
 
Drawing on classical and popular styles, Schriemer said Weill’s works have been performed by the likes 
of Frank Sinatra, Michael Bublé, Judy Garland, David Bowie, and The Doors. His most famous works 
include three operas (“Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny,” “The Threepenny Opera,” “Street 
Scene”), three musicals (“One Touch of Venus," “Knickerbocker Holiday,” “Marie Galante”), and a 
plethora of individual songs and concert pieces. 
 
Fleeing Nazi Germany in 1933, Weill, a Jewish composer, traveled to France and subsequently the U.S. 
while writing in a variety of musical styles that reflected whatever culture he found himself in. 
 
During performances of “A Kurt Weill Cabaret,” each of the 14 students in the ensemble will be featured 
in both solos and small group numbers. Schriemer said the 70-minute performance will be a blend of 
funny, satirical and poignant songs, as well as songs of beauty and power. 
 
“This show will differ from traditional music theater productions and opera because while it may take an 
entire evening to tell a single story, cabaret performers tell many different stories with each song 
because each song is in its own universe,” said Schriemer. 
 
The students received expert guidance during rehearsals in September from guest artist Michael 
DeVries, who has appeared in major productions on Broadway, such as “Wicked,” “Hello, Dolly,” “Secret 
Garden,” “Grand Hotel” and “Cats.” He has also appeared as a series regular on TV shows such as “Law 
and Order,” “Sex and the City” and “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit.” 
 
“Quite often, young performers are distracted by achieving technical expertise in the midst of 
storytelling,” explained Schriemer. “Michael brought them back to the basic questions performers must 
ask themselves: ‘Who am I speaking to?’ ‘What do I want?’ and ‘Why is this story important?’ The 
intensity of this experience is a brilliant way for our students to become more skilled artists because it 
develops confidence and pride of accomplishment.” 
 
For more information about “A Kurt Weill Cabaret,” contact Schriemer at schriemd@gvsu.edu. 
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Art installation at GVSU will draw attention to violence against women 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — With direction from Mexican artist Elina Chauvet, the community is invited to 
join an art installation at Grand Valley State University that denounces violence against women by 
placing a pair of red shoes with a message to honor a victim of violence or trafficking. 
 
The "Red Shoe Project — Zapatos Rojos" will be held Saturday, October 21, from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. in the 
DeVos Center courtyard, 401 Fulton St. W, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The event is sponsored by 
Modern Languages and Literatures, as well as many other campus departments and community 
organizations. 
 
Zulema Moret, professor of Spanish, said participants will place a pair of painted red shoes at the venue, 
then Chauvet will invite people to write messages that honor women who were injured or killed due to 
violence or kidnapped for trafficking. Moret said this project was created for a course she is teaching, 
Art and Society in Latin America. 
 
Chauvet's first Red Shoes installation was in 2009 in Juárez, Mexico, to raise awareness of the number of 
women and girls who went missing. The project has since been in six locations in Mexico, Texas and 
Italy. 
 
In collaboration with the installation, two panel discussions about violence against women are planned 
for October 23-24; Chauvet will appear at both events. 
 
• October 23, 7-9 p.m., DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium: panelists are Grand Valley faculty 
members Anna Campbell, Wendy Burns-Ardolino and Sebastian Massiel; Grand Valley Center for 
Women and Gender Equity director Jessica Jennrich; and community members Shannon Cohen and Tara 
Aday. 
 
• October 24, 7-9 p.m., Catholic Information Center, 360 Division Ave. in Grand Rapids: panelists are 
Sarai Contreras, YMCA of West Michigan; Leyla Flores, Spectrum Health; Gabriella de la Vega, Locutora 
de Radio; Daisy Madrigal, Hispanic Center of West Michigan; and Carmen Parra, St. Joseph the Worker 
Parish. This event will be presented in Spanish. 
 
More information is online at gvsu.edu/mll. 
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Grand Valley joins statewide partnership to support automated vehicle technology 
 
YPSILANTI, Mich. — Grand Valley State University has joined a statewide partnership that focuses on 
training the next generation of high-tech talent who will work to advance automated vehicle 
technology. The partnership is led by the American Center for Mobility (ACM), a nonprofit testing and 
product development facility focused on new mobility technologies. 
 
Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas joined leaders from 14 universities across the state October 16 in 
Ypsilanti to sign a Memorandum of Understanding. The first-of-its-kind collaboration will include 
research and training opportunities for students to work at ACM's new facility in southeast Michigan. 
 
"Developing and retaining talent in Michigan is crucial for the viability of our state,” Haas said. “This new 
partnership provides educational and research opportunities for student success and faculty 
collaborations, while serving as a pathway to support the expanding automotive industry." 
 
Members of the Academic Consortium at ACM will work together to identify courses and training 
programs, as well as internship and co-op opportunities. Grand Valley students majoring in engineering 
and computer science will have the opportunity to work with ACM through research and co-op 
experiences. 
 
Wael Mokhtar, associate professor and director of the School of Engineering, will lead Grand Valley's 
academic involvement in the consortium. 
 
"Participating in the consortium is a natural fit for Grand Valley," Mokhtar said. "The university has a 
strong tradition of collaboration with industry and other universities, and we look forward to working 
with ACM to provide additional industry experience for our students." 
 
Gov. Rick Snyder joined ACM and academic leaders to celebrate the formation of the consortium. 
 
“As the automotive industry continues to evolve, it’s critical for Michigan’s economy and our future that 
we have the best workforce possible to continue leading this reinvention,” Snyder said. “The Academic 
Consortium at the American Center for Mobility represents the exact convergence of talent and 
education necessary to keep Michigan at the forefront of the automated vehicle movement.” 
 
ACM is one of 10 U.S. Department of Transportation designated Automated Vehicle Proving Grounds in 
the U.S. ACM is also part of PlanetM, a collaborative that represents Michigan’s unique and vast 
ecosystem, connecting resources and opportunities for its consortium of members. 
 
Learn more at www.acmwillowrun.org. 
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GVSU earns federal grant to support degree completion for area veterans 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University received a $1.3 million, five-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education to establish a TRIO Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) program, providing free 
academic support services to low-income veterans who want to complete degree programs. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas said he is pleased that Grand Valley is the second university in Michigan to 
offer this program, which complements the university's Veterans Network, a network of campus 
resources dedicated to supporting veterans, active service members and their dependents. Wayne State 
University is the other institution to offer TRIO VUB. 
 
"Grand Valley has a well-established commitment to serving veterans," Haas said. "TRIO VUB will extend 
existing notable efforts by providing needed resources to support veterans who are pre-college, or 
transferring from community college or other institutions." 
 
The federal grant will provide $263,000 annually over five years to serve 125 pre-college, low-income, 
first-generation veterans per year from Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan counties. The college 
access and degree completion services tailored to veterans will include advising and mentoring 
programs, instructor-led computer courses, course materials and supplies. 
 
Jesse Bernal, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, said the reach of this program is significant in West 
Michigan, which has more than 65,000 veterans in the four-county region. Of that population, 8 percent 
are unemployed, 2,000 are homeless, and 77 percent do not have a bachelor's degree. 
 
"The grant enables us to expand our support of veterans in alignment with the university’s strategic 
priorities, as well as the efforts of the Division of Inclusion and Equity to ensure that we continue to do 
our part to advance the educational pipeline for everyone," Bernal said. 
 
A search for a director to lead TRIO VUB has begun and recruitment of participants will follow. This 
project was supported by U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-Zeeland) and U.S. Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.). 
 
“Grand Valley continues to demonstrate its commitment to providing quality educational opportunities 
for our servicemen and women when they return home,” Huizenga said. “This forward-thinking 
approach will help our highly skilled veterans gain the tools they need to succeed as they make the 
transition to civilian life.” 
 
Peters also lauded Grand Valley's efforts. 
 
“Our brave men and women in uniform have sacrificed so much in defense of our nation, and it is critical 
we support them as they transition back into civilian life,” Peters said. “This grant will build on existing 
efforts by Grand Valley to ensure our veterans have the skillset to be leaders in a 21st century economy, 
and I applaud Grand Valley for their commitment to our nation’s heroes.” 
 
Grand Valley has been repeatedly named a gold-level military friendly institution by the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency; details about the university's Veterans Network are online at 
gvsu.edu/veterans/. 
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GVSU alumnus president of Palau will visit campus 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — As president of the Pacific island nation of Palau, Tommy Remengesau is leading a 
government that is in the center of U.S.-China relations, climate change and outside threats to an ocean 
economy. 
 
Remengesau, who graduated from Grand Valley in 1979, will give a presentation at the Allendale 
Campus about geopolitical issues on Wednesday, November 1, at the Kirkhof Center, room 2204, from 
4-5 p.m. Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, will moderate the 
session, "From GVSU Student to World Leader." 
 
Sponsored by the Padnos International Center, the event is free and open to the public. Media members 
are welcome to cover the event. 
 
Remengesau led Palau in 2006 in becoming the first nation to ban bottom ocean trawling, fishing boats 
that drag nets across the ocean floor and kills other marine life in the path. His efforts earned him a 
2016 Peter Benchley Ocean Award. He also played a prominent role at the 2015 Paris Accords because 
of his leadership on climate change. 
 
Palau has maintained a strong connection with Grand Valley. More than 10 Palau residents have 
graduated from Grand Valley and several students are currently enrolled. Remengesau spoke at the fall 
2002 Grand Valley commencement ceremony. 
 
Questions about this event can be directed to Mark Schaub, chief international officer, at 
schaubm@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU, CMU College of Medicine sign cooperative agreement 
--Program grants early admission assurance to GVSU premed students 
 
MOUNT PLEASANT, Mich. — A new cooperative agreement will grant Grand Valley State University 
premedical students early assurance of admission to the Central Michigan University College of 
Medicine through the Early Assurance Program. 
 
“We’re very excited about this partnership, which expands upon our existing interprofessional 
education relationship with Grand Valley State University, and will provide an enhanced opportunity for 
GVSU’s premedical students who demonstrate a desire to practice medicine in Michigan,” said CMU 
College of Medicine Dean Dr. George E. Kikano. 
 
The agreement — signed by GVSU President Dr. Thomas Hass and CMU President Dr. George Ross on 
October 19 in a formal ceremony that took place on the CMU campus — will enhance opportunities for 
GVSU premed students to navigate more easily through the highly competitive CMU College of Medicine 
admissions process by: 
 
 Waiving supplemental application fees; 
 Processing endorsed students on an earlier admissions timeline; 
 Facilitating engagement opportunities between GVSU premed students and existing CMU 
College of Medicine students; and 
 Reserving up to five positions for endorsed GVSU students to be admitted. 
 
“This partnership increases the footprint of the College of Medicine, with GVSU’s multiple locations 
throughout the state, and is just one more way we will be achieving our mission to produce physicians 
with a passion for serving the people of Michigan who need them most,” Kikano said. “We identify our 
admitted students based largely on their expressed desire to focus on rural and under-served 
populations, which is core to our mission.” 
 
Students will be required to meet the College of Medicine’s academic standards to participate in the 
EAP, which is designed as a three-year pilot. 
 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health at GVSU, said this agreement serves as an example of public 
higher education institutions collaborating to meet the needs of the state of Michigan and its residents. 
“The early assurance program assists with addressing the projected shortage of physicians by filling a 
critical need in the health care talent pipeline," Nagelkerk said. 
 
Added benefits of the program, Nagelkerk said, are that admitted students do not have to submit 
multiple applications to medical schools and are notified of their acceptance before their senior year at 
GVSU. "This affords students an opportunity to concentrate on broadening their knowledge base and 
skill set while engaging in high-impact learning experiences during their senior year," she said. 
 
The CMU College of Medicine welcomed its inaugural class of students in 2013. 
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GVSU New Music Ensemble to release new CD, “Return” 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley’s award-winning New Music Ensemble has released a new CD that 
was composed by three alumni of the program. 
 
The release of the ensemble’s fourth commercial CD, “Return,” will be celebrated on October 27 with 
a concert from 7:30-9 p.m. in Louis Armstrong Theatre, located in the Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas 
Center for Performing Arts on the Allendale Campus. 
 
The album’s three composers, Adam Cuthbért, '10, Matthew Finch, '15, and Daniel Rhodé, '12, will be in 
attendance, and Cuthbért will open the show with a special performance. An opportunity to meet the 
composers and the members of the New Music Ensemble will take place following the concert. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
 
Bill Ryan, New Music Ensemble director, said this project fulfills his longtime goal of producing a “100 
percent homegrown project.” 
 
“This recording represents everything I envisioned when I started the New Music Ensemble — an entire 
album composed by three outstanding creative thinkers who came through our program, 
enthusiastically performed and recorded by current students,” said Ryan. “The result is a strikingly 
beautiful 78-minute journey that has been the most gratifying experience of my career.” 
 
The composers worked with the ensemble's acoustic recordings, and manipulated some to create the 15 
acoustic-electronic hybrid compositions featured on the album. 
 
"There are moments when the instruments are clearly heard, and others where you may think you know 
what's happening or where you are just perplexed," Ryan explained. "Clarity of the sonic division 
between the two worlds of acoustic and electronic is a great tool to play with in terms of engaging the 
listener." 
 
Students were encouraged to explore their instruments in new ways for the album, which Hannah 
Donnelly said is one of the unique experiences of being a member of the New Music Ensemble. 
 
“Being a part of the New Music Ensemble provides students with a musical experience you won’t find 
anywhere else on campus,” said Donnelly, a senior majoring in music performance and psychology who 
plays the flute in the ensemble. “You come to rehearsal and are allowed to experiment with your sound, 
even if it’s ‘ugly.’ You definitely begin to learn the endless possibilities of the sound of your instrument.” 
 
Ryan Schmidt, a senior majoring in music, said the process of creating “Return” helped him see the 
possibilities of music differently through feedback from the three composers. 
 
“Something that I thought sounded bad or unacceptable was exactly what the composers wanted, and 
in fact, they wanted more,” said Schmidt. “For instance, the microphones picked up subtle noises that 
your mouth can make while wetting a reed or just setting the mouthpiece to play. The composers used 
these sounds that otherwise would be useless or strange, and made music with it.” 
 
Schmidt added that this experience helped him better appreciate the creative process of developing 
new music. 
 
“Most often, we are playing from a deceased composer’s score and it can feel like we are trying to 
replicate something that has already been done,” he said. “This process was so valuable because we 
were making something brand new.” 
 
Cuthbért said the inspiration for the pieces he composed for the album stemmed from his internal 
questioning of how people can keep their humanity in the midst of advancements in technology and 
science. 
 
"'Location Sharing' and 'Background Refresh' are two tracks named for minor features on our phones 
that streamline communication through pretty complex technology,” he said. 
 
"Return" is available for purchase on Amazon and iTunes. The CD will be released on the Innova label, 
and the album was mastered by Grammy Award winner Randy Merrill at Sterling Sound, whose other 
clients include Lady Gaga, Adele and Katy Perry. 
 
The New Music Ensemble promotes contemporary classical chamber music, with a special focus on 
music of the past 20 years, through commissions, tours, recordings, educational events, workshops and 
videos. 
 
Since the ensemble formed in 2006, the group has released three other critically acclaimed recordings, 
which have appeared on “best release lists” by The New York Times, Washington Post, LA Weekly and 
Time Out Chicago. Some of the ensemble’s recordings have appeared in film and television shows on 
MTV, Showtime, as well as at more than 75 film festivals around the world, and most recently in U.S. 
movie theaters as a part of the soundtrack for the film “As I AM: The Life and Times of DJ AM.” 
 
The ensemble has completed four tours, including their most recent tour across four U.S. national parks 
in 2016. The group has also performed at the Bang On a Can Marathon in New York City, the College 
Music Society National Conference in Atlanta and at Carnegie Hall. 
 
For more information about the New Music Ensemble, visit newmusicensemble.org. 
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GVSU Fall Arts Celebration poetry night to explore the extraordinary in the ordinary 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — One of the wonders of poetry is the potential for the intricacies of ordinary life 
to be described in extraordinary ways. 
 
Patricia Clark, Writing Department chair, said this is exactly what audiences can expect to hear during 
this year’s Fall Arts Celebration poetry night at Grand Valley State University with acclaimed authors 
Jane Hirshfield and Dan Gerber. 
 
“An Evening of Poetry and Conversation with Jane Hirshfield and Dan Gerber” will take place October 
26, at 7:30 p.m., on the 2nd floor of the Eberhard Center, located on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The 
reading will be followed by a reception and book signing. 
 
“Jane’s vision is informed by her extensive knowledge of international poetry, so her poems take on an 
incandescence with the ability to layer steady affirmation with, at times, an underlying humor, and 
compassion for the sorrows, losses and inconsistencies of life,” said Clark. 
 
Hirshfield has penned many collections of poetry and prose, including The Beauty, Come Thief, The Lives 
of the Heart, The October Palace and Given Sugar, Given Salt. Her book, After, was shortlisted for 
England’s T.S. Eliot Prize and named a “best book of 2006” by the Washington Post, San Francisco 
Chronicle and London Financial Times. 
 
In 2012, Hirshfield was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets, and in fall 2004, she was 
awarded the 70th Academy Fellowship for distinguished poetic achievement by the academy, which is 
an honor formerly held by Robert Frost, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams and Elizabeth Bishop. 
 
Gerber, a native of Fremont, is the author of a dozen books of poetry, fiction and essays. His most recent 
books of poems include Particles: New & Selected Poems and Sailing through Cassiopeia. His work has 
received ForeWord Magazine’s Gold Medal Award, a Mark Twain Award for distinguished contribution 
to Midwest literature, a Michigan Author Award and a Michigan Notable Book Award. He is also the co-
founder of the literary magazine Sumac. 
 
Clark said Gerber’s poems provide a clear vision of the natural world and the “inner life.” 
 
“Dan studies what’s at hand: an old dog, a fox he glimpses on a walk, a starry night, or a cabin in the 
woods,” she said. “Often, he, like Jane, begins a poem with something near at hand and then uses that 
object to find a deeper significance, perhaps about the past, family or life.” 
 
For more information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
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Hundreds of GVSU students to volunteer during national day of service 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — About 350 students from Grand Valley State University will participate in one 
of the country's largest single-days of service on Saturday, October 21. 
 
During the 25th annual Make a Difference Day, students will volunteer their time to more than 15 Grand 
Rapids area organizations, including West Michigan Environmental Action Council, Center for Women in 
Transition and Kent County Parks Department.  
 
Participants will meet in the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale Campus at 9 a.m. before riding in buses to 
various sites throughout Grand Rapids. 
 
Entering its 25th year, Make a Difference Day is held annually and supported by millions of Americans. 
The national event is October 28; Grand Valley is celebrating October 21 because the Laker 
Homecoming football game is on October 28.  
 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/service or contact Liz Collver in the Office of Student Life at 
(616) 331-2345 or collverl@gvsu.edu. 
  
For immediate release 
October 18, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Photos and video of the Keller Black Box Theatre are available via Dropbox at 
http://gvsu.edu/s/0yZ. 
 
 
GVSU dedicates new black box theater in honor of renowned vocalist 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University’s new Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre is 
providing students and faculty who are studying and teaching the performing arts with opportunities to 
tackle new types of productions. 
 
The Grand Valley community celebrated the formal dedication of the Keller Theatre, located in the 
Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, on October 17. 
 
To honor Linn’s memory, the Keller family established the Linn Maxwell Keller Professional Vocalist 
Experience Endowment at Grand Valley in 2017. The fund provides enrichment opportunities for 
committed vocal performance students and will aim to encourage them in their professional career 
development. The Keller Theatre was named in appreciation for their generosity. 
 
"The Linn Maxwell Keller Endowment will facilitate and empower our vocal students to move beyond 
their academic studies and ascend to distinguished achievement by providing needed resources to build 
artistic capability through advanced study, professional production and community outreach," said 
Danny Phipps, chair of the Music, Theatre, and Dance Department. "These experiences are critical to 
their success as they launch their professional careers as the next generation of performing artists." 
 
Fred Keller, Linn's husband, said that the endowment supports her long-held desire to inspire young, 
aspiring musicians, especially vocalists. 
 
"Linn was an incredible artist, and I'm so proud that we can have this space in her memory, and an 
endowment that is going to be inspiring students in the future," he said. "You'll never remember what 
somebody did or said, but you'll remember how they made you feel, and that's what Linn brought to the 
stage." 
 
Linn Maxwell Keller was a dedicated professional singer who performed in 28 countries throughout her 
career. The only child of two musicians, Linn was a mezzo soprano, performing on many operatic and 
concert stages, from the Essen Opera House in Germany to Puerto Rico and Carnegie Hall. 
 
She went on to write and develop numerous original shows, including the critically acclaimed "Hildegard 
of Bingen and the Living Light," and "St. Hildegard, Trumpet of God," both of which were made into 
movies. 
 
The dedication ceremony included an inaugural cabaret in the theater, including six vocal performances 
by multiple Grand Valley students and alumni of the Music, Theatre, and Dance Department. 
 
President Thomas J. Haas said the endowment and the Keller Theatre align with Grand Valley's mission 
of encouraging students to reach their full potential. 
 
"No matter what we do in the Linn Maxwell Black Box Theatre, we are going to be driven by sustained 
attention to excellence and quality," said Haas. 
 
A black box theater is an indoor performance space with plain black walls and a level floor, typically 
designed to provide flexibility in stage configuration and audience seating. Black box theaters gained 
popularity in the 1960s and the unique performance space creates a closer proximity between the 
audience and performers. 
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Seidman College named a best school to earn an MBA 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's Seidman College of Business has been named 
one of "The Best 267 Business Schools" in the nation for 2018 by Princeton Review. Grand Valley was 
recognized as one of the best universities to earn a Master of Business Administration (MBA). 
 
Rankings were based on academics and also on student responses to questions about campus life and 
career plans. Princeton Review analyzed data from 23,000 survey responses from students attending 
business schools across the country. 
 
For more on the rankings, visit https://www.princetonreview.com/best-business-schools. 
 
Graduate degrees offered in the Seidman College of Business include: Master of Business 
Administration, Master of Science in Accounting, Master of Science in Taxation, and Executive Master of 
Business Administration. 
 
The Seidman College of Business is accredited through AACSB International. The college is located in the 
L. William Seidman Center in downtown Grand Rapids. Classes are also offered at the university's main 
campus in Allendale, Meijer Campus in Holland and in Muskegon. 
 
Seidman College develops business talent that contributes to the economic growth of West Michigan 
and the Great Lakes region. Through the exchange and application of knowledge with a global 
perspective, students learn to make informed decisions, act ethically and take initiative. 
 
For more on the Seidman College of Business, visit www.gvsu.edu/seidman. 
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GVSU arts events tip sheet for December 2017 
 
15th Annual Fall Arts Celebration 
Grand Valley State University has a rich history of providing events and programs for the community 
centered on the arts. Fall Arts Celebration continues this tradition by featuring distinguished writers, 
poets, musicians, artists and scholars this year. All events are free and open to the public. For more 
information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
 
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
“Noël, Noël, Joyeux Noël: A Celebration of French Music for the Holiday Season” 
December 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
Fountain Street Church (24 Fountain Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI) 
Grand Valley State University's Fall Arts Celebration will celebrate the holiday season with music from 
France with a large symphony orchestra performing selections including Renaissance composer 
Guillaume Du Fay’s “Magnificat,” Francis Poulenc’s “Gloria,” and France’s most beloved holiday carols, 
including “Pat-a-pan, Il est né, le divin Enfant” and “Minuit, Chrétiens” (O Holy Night). The GVSU 
Symphony Orchestra will accompany a 90-member chorus, including Grand Valley’s University Arts 
Chorale and high school choir students from East Grand Rapids and Hudsonville. The processional will 
spotlight eight Grand Valley dance majors who will be dancing in the aisles. The Grand Rapids Symphony 
Junior Youth Chorus will also be featured, and Ashley Neumann, ’08, will return to perform as soprano 
soloist in Poulenc’s “Gloria.” 
 
======================================== 
 
Music, Theatre and Dance 
For more information about Music, Theatre and Dance Department events, contact (616) 331-3484 or 
visit gvsu.edu/mtd. 
 
Arts at Noon 
Arts at Noon brings nationally and internationally-known musicians to Grand Valley State University for 
14 performances each academic year. All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, located on the Allendale Campus. They will begin at noon and last approximately one hour. 
Every concert is free and open to the public. For more information about Arts at Noon, visit 
gvsu.edu/artsatnoon or contact Henry Duitman, series coordinator, at duitmanh@gvsu.edu. 
 
December 6 – GVSU Brass Quintet Holiday Concert 
The annual holiday concert featuring the GVSU Brass Quintet is an Arts at Noon tradition. The ensemble 
is comprised of Grand Valley State University music faculty, including Alex Wilson (trumpet), Richard 
Britsch (horn), Mark Williams (trombone), Paul Carlson (tuba) and visiting performer Paul Hardaker 
(trumpet). Each year, the quintet also performs multiple outreach concerts, and facilitates master 
classes and coaching sessions at high schools throughout Michigan. 
 
Theatre at Grand Valley presents “Cabaret” 
December 1-2, at 7:30 p.m. 
December 3, at 2 p.m. 
Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, 
Allendale Campus 
Tickets: $12 adults, $10 seniors and GVSU alumni, faculty and staff, $6 students and groups 
“Cabaret” takes place in Berlin, Germany, in 1930. American novelist, Cliff, is searching for inspiration 
when he finds lodging at Frau Schneider’s residence above the notorious Kit Kat Club. Led by a saucy 
emcee and Sally Bowles, a sassy showgirl, the free-wheeling performers at the club turn Cliff’s world 
upside down. Can Cliff and Sally find happiness as anti-Semitism and homophobia are on the rise? 
 
GVSU Early Music Ensemble Concert 
December 2, at 3 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall (room 1325), Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing 
Arts, Allendale Campus 
Grand Valley State University’s Early Music Ensemble performs under the direction of Pablo Mahave-
Veglia, professor of cello. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
GVSU Fall Dance Concert 
December 2, at 7 p.m. 
December 3, at 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
During this fall dance concert at Grand Valley State University, which is free and open to the public, the 
GVSU Dance Company and Freshman Dance Company will perform a diverse collection of dance works. 
 
GVSU Choral Concert 
December 5, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
This concert at Grand Valley State University will feature the vocal expertise of three ensembles: Select 
Women’s Ensemble, University Singers and Cantate Chamber Ensemble. The Select Women's Ensemble 
has earned a reputation for quality performances of challenging choral literature and performing both 
accompanied and a cappella repertoire that is representative of a variety of musical periods and styles. 
University Singers is comprised of students from all majors; over 90 percent of its members are non-
music majors. The Cantate Chamber Ensemble is dedicated to the artistic performance of distinctive a 
cappella choral music for a small ensemble. 
 
GVSU Concert Band Concert 
December 6, at 7 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
For this concert at Grand Valley State University, which is free and open to the public, the GVSU Concert 
Band will perform a variety of selections, including “A Feast of Wind Treats,” “An American Fanfare,” 
“Ave Maria,” “Second Suite in F,” “Chimes of Liberty,” “Song for Lindsay,” and “Vesuvius.” 
 
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert 
December 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
The Grand Valley State University Symphonic Wind Ensemble will perform under the direction of Kevin 
Tutt during this free concert, which is open to the public. The Symphonic Wind Ensemble is widely 
recognized as one of the elite undergraduate wind ensembles, committed to the performance of the 
finest band literature. In 2016, the Symphonic Wind Ensemble released its first CD, titled "Under 
Western Skies,” which is available on iTunes and Amazon. 
 
GVSU Varsity Men’s Glee Club Concert 
December 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
Cook-DeWitt Center, Allendale Campus 
The Grand Valley State University Varsity Men’s Glee Club is an all-male ensemble comprised of young 
men who represent a variety of musical and academic disciplines. The ensemble’s diverse repertoire 
includes literature that spans from Gregorian chant to the 21st century music. 
 
GVSU Fall Senior Dance Concert 
December 9, at 7 p.m. 
December 10, at 2 p.m. 
Dance Studio Theatre, room 1600, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale 
Campus 
Join GVSU senior dance majors for a showcase of new works created as a part of their capstone projects. 
This concert will feature the diverse and unique choreographic visions of five students: Sarah Byington, 
Coral Howard, Mackenzie Matyn, Leigha McDaniel and Hannah Suydam. This event is free and open to 
the public. 
 
Dan Graser Faculty-Artist Recital: The Solo Saxophone 
December 10 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall (room 1325), Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing 
Arts, Allendale Campus 
Dan Graser, saxophonist and assistant professor of saxophone at Grand Valley State University, will 
present a free recital of the history of solo works for wind instruments in the 20th/21st centuries. This 
recital is free and open to the public. 
 
================================= 
 
GVSU Art Gallery 
For more information about Art Gallery exhibitions, visit gvsu.edu/artgallery or call (616) 331-3638. 
 
“Mathias J. Alten: An Evolving Legacy” 
Exhibition dates: ongoing 
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery 
DeVos Center, Building E, Room 103 and 202, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Gordon Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 1-5 p.m.; closed on holiday weekends 
The German-born American artist, Mathias Joseph Alten (1871-1938) is often referred to as the dean of 
Michigan painters. Working in a traditional representational style, Alten incorporated the aesthetics and 
techniques of the Impressionist Movement in paintings infused with light and punctuated with deft 
brushwork. Based in Grand Rapids, Alten created more than 3,800 works over a more than 40-year 
career, including landscapes, seascapes, portraits and florals. Grand Valley State University holds the 
largest public collection of Alten’s work in the world. 
 
“Drawn from the Desert: Australian Aboriginal Paintings from the Central and Western Deserts” 
Exhibit on display through March 2, 2018 
Kirkhof Center Gallery, Allendale Campus 
From 1940-1960, the Australian government forced Aboriginal groups off their lands and into organized 
communities of the Central Desert region and along the northern coast. Papunya, located about 150 
miles northwest of Alice Springs, was the final community established to collect these displaced groups, 
and where the contemporary Australian Aboriginal art movement began. This exhibition is drawn out of 
a recent gift of Australian Aboriginal paintings to Grand Valley State University, created by artists from 
Papunya and the surrounding region. It features artwork that provides insight into Aboriginal life, 
retellings of important ancient stories and symbols, and the sacred sites of this vast and arid landscape. 
 
“2017 SeoulTech & GVSU Art & Design Student Exchange Exhibition” 
Exhibit on display through December 8 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall (first floor), Allendale Campus 
This exhibition continues the collaboration between Grand Valley State University and Seoul National 
University of Science and Technology (SeoulTech), that was started in 2008. It features 40 photographs 
of artwork by SeoulTech art students, while a similar number of photographs by GVSU art and design 
students were sent to South Korea for a partner exhibition. 
 
"Landscapes, Color & Light: Paintings by Virginia Jenkins" 
Exhibition dates: December 15, 2017-March 2, 2018 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall (first floor), Allendale Campus 
Virginia Jenkins is a professor and former chair of the Department of Visual and Media Arts at Grand 
Valley State University. Landscape forms and images have been the primary focus of her work for over 
two decades, and her areas of specialty are in painting, drawing and mixed media. This exhibition is 
drawn from a recent series created in response to the landscape of the Northwest coast of the United 
States. 
 
“Traveling with the Bangalore Wanderlusters: Reflections on a Semester in India by Maya Grant” 
Exhibition on display through March 2, 2018 
Blue Wall Gallery (Building B), DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
In the fall of 2016, Maya Grant travelled to India on a study abroad scholarship from the GVSU Padnos 
International Center. Grant, a sociology major, was led to India by a need to escape and explore. She 
studied at Christ University in Bengaluru, volunteered at a local non-profit and captured her experiences 
and interactions through photography. On the weekends, Grant joined a group of expats called the 
Bangalore Wanderlusters, and traveled throughout Karnataka and its neighboring states. This exhibition 
includes more than 25 photographs documenting her experiences studying abroad, and exploring the 
landscape and people of India. 
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MEDIA NOTE: High-resolution photos of Phillip Boutte Jr. and one of his costume designs for the "Hunger 
Games" franchise are available via Dropbox at http://gvsu.edu/s/0Af. 
 
 
Hollywood costume concept artist to discuss film, fashion and art during GVSU event 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Los Angeles-based costume concept artist, Phillip Boutte Jr., has created 
costume designs for blockbuster films, such as “X-Men: Days of Future Past,” “Man of Steel,” “Star 
Trek,” “Hunger Games: Catching Fire” and “Inception.” His upcoming projects include Disney's “A 
Wrinkle in Time” and Marvel Studios’ “Black Panther.”  
 
Boutte will discuss the intersection of film, fashion and art during a panel discussion at Grand Valley 
State University on November 8. “Film, Fashion, and Art: Imagining Real and Fictional History" will 
take place at 7 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium, located on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
 
Joining Boutte on the panel will be Grand Valley faculty members Durwin Talon, assistant professor of 
illustration and foundations, and Julie Goldstein, assistant professor of film and video production. 
Suzanne Eberle, professor of art history at Kendall College of Art and Design, will also sit on the panel. 
 
"Having the opportunity to host a concept artist such as Phillip Boutte Jr., who has worked on a range of 
projects including design for Madonna to 'X-Men,' provides a rare opportunity for the West Michigan 
community to contextualize our studies within the visual trends of popular culture," said Goldstein. 
 
The event will kick off with a screening of the winning films of the Mosaic Mobile challenge, presented 
by The Mosaic Film Experience. The contest features short films that were produced by college students 
around the Midwest, including multiple Grand Valley students, using only a mobile device. 
 
The Mosaic Film Experience began in 2012 in Grand Rapids as a film festival for commercial and jury-
selected works focusing on under-told stories. In 2015, the festival changed formats to include the 
creation of two-minute mobile videos by students in order to minimize economic barriers to filmmaking. 
 
For more information about this event, contact the Visual and Media Arts Department at 
vma@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-3486. 
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Steelcase CEO to speak on 'Designing Leadership' at Hauenstein Center Wheelhouse Talk 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Three thought leaders in the concept of design thinking and leadership will 
take part in a presentation hosted by Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies and the university's Design Thinking Academy. 
 
The presentation will feature Jim Keane, president and CEO of Steelcase; Hannah Akin, Steelcase chief of 
staff; and Adam Weiler, director of Social Enterprise at WMCAT. 
 
Jim Keane: Designing Leadership — a Wheelhouse Talk 
Friday, November 3 at 4 p.m. 
Loosemore Auditorium, Richard M. DeVos Center, 401 W. Fulton St., Grand Rapids 
Event is free and open to the public 
 
The program will explore the leadership practices and behaviors Keane and his colleagues have used in 
their work in the community. They will also highlight design thinking as part of a thought process to 
create change and movement within an organization. 
 
"Steelcase is a leading, innovative company using design thinking to address real issues," said GVSU 
Design Thinking Academy director John Berry. "Hearing from Keane on how leadership and design 
thinking relate will be useful to all." 
 
Keane has served as the president and CEO of Steelcase since 2014, and has led the company's evolution 
from a manufacturer to a partner that creates furniture, architecture, technology and experiences for 
clients. 
 
Keane also serves on the boards of the Economic Club of Grand Rapids and IDEO – one of the world’s 
top practitioners of design thinking – and is a director of the Grand Valley University Foundation. 
 
For more information or to RSVP, visit hauensteincenter.org. 
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GVSU Accountability Report shows continued strong performance 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Grand Valley State University's annual Accountability Report shows the university 
is delivering on its promise of a quality public education for students, and is a public good for the people 
of Michigan. 
 
The 11th annual report shows Grand Valley is again a top performer in the state in several key areas, 
including providing access to students who might not otherwise be able to afford a college degree and 
keeping students on a path to a timely graduation. 
 
The report was released at Grand Valley's Board of Trustees meeting November 3 at the Kirkhof Center 
on the Allendale Campus. 
 
The report outlines seven core values that form the basis for Grand Valley's 2016-2021 strategic plan: 
excellence, integrity, inquiry, inclusiveness, community, sustainability and innovation. 
 
Here are some highlights from the 2017-18 report: 
 For the fourth consecutive year, Grand Valley welcomed more than 25,000 students (25,049 in 
fall 2017), and a record number of students of color (4,344). More than 4,000 freshmen have 
enrolled for six years in a row. 
 Grand Valley ranks in the top four of all public universities in Michigan for graduation rates, and 
third for retention. 
 93% of recent graduates are employed or in graduate school, and 86% are working and giving 
back in Michigan. 
 The university was rewarded by the state legislature and the governor for the sixth year in a row 
with a portion of appropriations based on performance. 
 Tuition remains in the bottom half of all Michigan public universities, while Grand Valley 
receives the second-lowest funding per student. 
 The economic impact of Grand Valley on Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon counties is $816 million. 
 
The full report can be viewed online at www.gvsu.edu/accountability. 
 
In other board action: 
 The board approved a doctorate in occupational therapy degree in the College of Health 
Professions. The program is designed for those who are already credentialed. Students with a 
master's degree will be required to complete 36 credits of doctoral-level coursework with an 
advanced focus that may include service learning, problem-based learning and/or global 
learning. 
 The board approved a bachelor's degree in information technology in the Padnos College of 
Engineering and Computing. The program will provide students with the fundamental 
computing background and tools needed to manage an organization's computing infrastructure, 
including secure networking, cyber-forensics and web systems integration.  
 The board approved a bachelor's degree in sports management in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. The degree program will offer students opportunities to study managerial concepts 
while learning how to become transformational leaders in the business and culture of sports. 
 
For immediate release 
November 9, 2017 
Contact: Matthew Makowski, University Communications, Grand Valley State University, (616) 331-2221 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Rehearsal photos for "Cabaret" are available via Dropbox at: http://gvsu.edu/s/0vv 
 
 
GVSU students tackle importance of political awareness during performances of "Cabaret" 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — In Berlin, Germany, in 1930, three years before Adolf Hitler came to power, Cliff, 
an American novelist, is searching for inspiration when he finds lodging at Frau Schneider’s boarding 
house above the notorious and racy Kit Kat Club. Led by a saucy Emcee and Sally Bowles, a sassy 
showgirl and British singer, the free-wheeling performers at the club turn Cliff’s world upside down 
while the power of the Nazi party lurks just beyond the club's doors. 
 
This is the plot of “Cabaret," which Grand Valley students will perform November 16-18, 29 and 30, and 
December 1-2 at 7:30 p.m., and November 19 and December 3 at 2 p.m. All performances will take place 
in the Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre, located in the Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for 
Performing Arts. 
 
“These characters are focused on having a good time and living in an environment that is free and 
liberated, but what they fail to realize, or refuse to realize, is that a change in German politics is allowing 
the Nazi party to come to power,” said Dennis Henry, director and visiting professor of theater. 
“'Cabaret' is a warning about the need for everyone to know what is going on in politics in order to 
prevent the rise of evil.” 
 
Lindsey Normington, a senior majoring in communication studies who plays Sally Bowles, said that 
portraying her character's denial has been her biggest hurdle during rehearsals. 
 
"I'm the type of person who is generally very concerned when I feel like I see someone being treated 
unfairly," she said. "Sally gives off a happy-go-lucky vibe, but she is more interested deep down in 
protecting herself over others." 
 
“Cabaret” marks the first theater performance to take place in the new Keller Theatre, and Henry said 
the production will take full advantage of the black box theater’s ability to provide flexible staging and 
audience seating formations. 
 
“For this first production, we are arranging the seats in an ‘arena’ configuration, with the audience on all 
four sides of the playing space,” he said. “Since much of the play takes place in the Kit Kat Club, this 
arrangement will give the audience the feeling of being in the club with the performers, and there will 
even be some limited table seating on the edges of the stage itself.” 
 
While the themes of “Cabaret” are serious in nature, Henry said the play itself is light-hearted. 
 
“The songs are classics that will stick in your head and the characters of Sally and the emcee are some of 
the most popular and memorable characters of the American theater cannon,” he explained. 
 
Ticket prices are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and Grand Valley alumni, faculty and staff, and $6 for 
students and groups. To purchase tickets, contact the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office at (616) 331-
2300 or visit startickets.com. 
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GVSU economist: Positive growth continues 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy continues to show positive growth, and the 
national industrial economy remains very strong, according to a Grand Valley State University expert. 
 
"This is probably as good as it's going to get," said Brian G. Long, director of Supply Management 
Research in the Seidman College of Business. "If we continue this way to 2019, it will be the longest 
post-war recovery in history without sliding into another recession." 
 
Long surveyed local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last 
two weeks of October. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) remained positive at +11, but declined from 
+21 in September. The production index posted a modest gain, rising from +17 to +20. The index of 
purchases rose to +21 from +14, and the employment index remained positive at +14, down from +17. 
 
Long said most of the auto parts suppliers are still maintaining their present status, with a similar mood 
noted among the office furniture firms. He said October was generally a good month for industrial 
distributors. 
 
The local index of employment remained double-digit positive, while the official unemployment rate 
nationally has fallen to 4.1 percent. "That’s only a breath away from the 20-year low of 3.8 percent," 
said Long. 
 
The national industrial economy also remains very strong, according to Long. 
 
"U.S. manufacturing stepped up a gear at the start of the fourth quarter, boding well for higher factory 
production to support robust economic growth in the closing months of 2017," he said. "Production 
volumes jumped higher and growth in factory jobs picked up to one of the strongest levels since the 
global financial crisis, underscoring the improvement in optimism about future trading among 
manufacturers." 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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History of LGBT rights movement to be examined during GVSU event 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — The study of U.S. global policy on HIV/AIDS and a history of the international LGBT 
rights movement will be explored during an upcoming event at Grand Valley State University.  
 
“Global Gay Rights: An Introduction to the History of the International LGBT Rights Movement” will take 
place November 16 at 1 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center's Pere Marquette Room, located on the Allendale 
Campus. 
 
Laura Belmonte, professor and chair of the History Department at Oklahoma State University, will be the 
keynote speaker; she is a specialist in the history of U.S. foreign relations and cultural diplomacy.   
 
Paul Murphy, professor of history at Grand Valley and event co-coordinator, said Belmonte's lecture will 
focus on research on the shifts in public attitudes toward LGBT rights. 
 
“This is pioneering work just in terms of the LGBT movement, but also pushes into the realm of 
international cooperation in an age of social media and globalization, and the rise of non-governmental 
organizations and global activist networks," Murphy said. 
 
Murphy added that this topic is relevant in today’s society because human rights is an essential and 
vibrant movement, and human rights activists are attempting to create instruments and forums that 
constitute a global civil society. 
 
“While the focus is on the LGBT community, the broader issues get at the heart of our national and 
international debates regarding American values, goals and aspirations,” he said. “This is difficult work 
as simultaneously competing trends toward nationalism, intolerance and antipathy toward the global 
movement of people are on the rise.” 
 
Belmonte's lecture is sponsored by Grand Valley’s History Department, International Relations program 
and the Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment. For more information, contact Paul Murphy at 
murphyp@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU announces 2018 speakers for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Week 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Two women who started national movements against acts of oppression will visit 
Grand Valley State University as keynote speakers during the campus' 2018 commemoration of the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
April Reign, creator of the viral hashtag #OscarsSoWhite, is slated as the speaker on Monday, January 
15; and Bree Newsome, who climbed a flagpole in South Carolina in 2015 to remove a Confederate flag, 
is the Wednesday, January 17, speaker. 
 
Reign is an attorney and writer who lives in Washington, D.C. In 2015, she sent a tweet critical of the 
88th Academy Awards ceremony and lack of people of color nominated in major acting and directing 
categories. Her #OscarsSoWhite tweet went viral and was a catalyst for a social media movement and 
caused the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to change its membership policies and voting 
rules. 
 
Reign now has a social media following of more than 100,000, and is listed among the top 15 accounts 
on #BlackTwitter by the National Journal. She regularly appears at academic institutions, entertainment 
networks and studios to speak about diversity and inclusion.  
 
As part of a collaborative effort among Grand Valley, Grand Rapids Community College and Davenport 
University, Reign also will give presentations at GRCC, Fountain Street Church in Grand Rapids and 
Davenport's campus during her two-day stay in West Michigan. 
 
Newsome is a filmmaker and artist who was in the national spotlight in 2015 when the climbed a 
flagpole in Columbia, South Carolina — the state's capital — to lower its Confederate flag. Her action 
came shortly after the mass shooting of nine African American parishioners at a church in Charleston, 
South Carolina. She was arrested along with another activist and soon #FreeBree was a Twitter trend 
and $100,000 raised for her $3,000 jail fine. 
 
Her actions stirred the political pot in many communities. The Confederate flag was permanently 
removed from the statehouse by then-Gov. Nikki Haley and discussion moved across the country 
considering flags and monuments. 
 
Newsome lives in North Carolina and works as an artist and community organizer. She earned the 2016 
NAACP Image Award and was named to the Ebony 100, recognizing her commitment to civil rights. 
 
Grand Valley's 2018 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Week will run January 15-20; visit 
gvsu.edu/mlk for updates. 
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Raising nearly $1.3 billion since inception, giving circles effectively engage all types of donors, new 
study finds 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A new report from researchers on charitable giving has found that the growing 
trend of collective giving is helping foster diversity in philanthropy. 
 
Collective giving groups, which are often known as giving circles, have become an increasingly popular 
way for donors with diverse backgrounds to support charitable organizations or projects of mutual 
interest. 
 
The study was conducted by the Collective Giving Research Group (CGRG), which includes Jason 
Franklin, the W.K. Kellogg Community Philanthropy chair at Grand Valley State University's Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy. 
 
The study focused on the current scope and scale of collective giving groups in order to understand their 
impact on donor giving and civic engagement. 
 
Researchers found that giving circles have engaged at least 150,000 people in all 50 states and given as 
much as $1.29 billion since their inception. A majority of giving circles are created around a particular 
identity — including groups based on gender, race, age and religion. Giving circles have become more 
inclusive of income levels as the average and most frequent amount given by individual donors may be 
decreasing, while total dollars donated by giving circles are increasing. 
 
“Giving circles are a powerful tool to democratize and diversify philanthropy, engage new donors and 
increase local giving,” Franklin said. “This research sheds critically needed new light on this popular form 
of collective giving. In a time when philanthropy is increasingly focused on the giving habits of 
billionaires, this research is an important reminder that everyday givers are coming together and pooling 
their resources to make a difference in their communities and for the issues they care about.” 
 
Read the full report here: http://gvsu.edu/s/0AR 
 
Other key findings include: 
• Collaborative giving is becoming more inclusive with donors from a wide range of income levels. 
 
Giving circles have always provided avenues for those without substantial means to participate in 
significant giving, but this latest study suggests these groups now attract members from a wider range 
of income levels. Today, minimum dollar amounts required for participation range from less than $20 
to $2 million, and the average donation amount was found to be $1,312 – compared to $2,809 in 
2007. 
  
• Identity-based groups make up 60 percent of giving circles and drive much of the growth in 
collaborative giving. 
 
Giving circles attract many types of people, including those who may not typically engage in 
institutional philanthropy. Most groups are formed around a specific identity including groups based 
on gender, race, age and religion. 
 
• Women dominate giving circle membership, making up 70 percent of all members. This collective 
model of giving is particularly popular among women. While men have a presence in 66 percent of 
giving circles, they are only the majority of members in 7.5 percent of groups. 
• Giving circles are connected to each other and to philanthropy. 
 
Networks of giving circles have emerged since 2007, with 25 networks now in existence. Today, 45 
percent of identified giving circles participate in a network or alliance group. Community foundations, 
corporate partners and other outside donors view these collective giving groups as an effective way to 
give, with 52 percent of giving circles receiving additional funds or grants from these sources. 
 
The study was conducted by the Collective Giving Research Group and was funded by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, via the Women's Philanthropy Institute at the Indiana University Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy, and by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. Researchers who co-authored the report 
with Franklin include Jessica Bearman from Bearman Consulting; Julie Carboni, Syracuse University; and 
Angela Eikenberry, University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
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GVSU Fall Arts Celebration concert to feature holiday music from France 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — On Christmas Eve in France, churches and cathedrals are lit with candles, 
church bells can be heard ringing throughout the air and Christmas carols are sung by thousands of 
people. After midnight mass, French families traditionally celebrate with a feast called "le réveillon" — a 
cherished household tradition celebrating family, with food and wine that can last up to six hours until 
the dawn of Christmas morning. 
 
Fall Arts Celebration at Grand Valley will honor these French holiday traditions through music with a 
large symphony orchestra performing selections including Renaissance composer Guillaume Du Fay’s 
“Magnificat,” Francis Poulenc’s “Gloria,” and France’s most beloved holiday carols, including “Pat-a-pan, 
Il est né, le divin Enfant” and “Minuit, Chrétiens” (O Holy Night). 
 
“Noël, Noël, Joyeux Noël: A Celebration of French Music for the Holiday Season” will take place 
December 4, at 7:30 p.m., at Fountain Street Church in Grand Rapids (24 Fountain Street NE). 
 
The GVSU Symphony Orchestra will accompany a 90-member chorus, including Grand Valley’s University 
Arts Chorale and high school choir students from East Grand Rapids and Hudsonville. The processional 
will spotlight eight Grand Valley dance majors who will be dancing in the aisles. The Grand Rapids 
Symphony Junior Youth Chorus will also be featured, and Ashley Neumann, ’08, will return to perform as 
soprano soloist in Poulenc’s “Gloria.” 
 
"Music is an integral part of this wonderful time of year as hearing the ageless melodies of the Christmas 
season often transports us back to when the excitement of Christmas morning was the best time of the 
year," said Danny Phipps, chair of the Music, Theatre, and Dance Department. 
 
For more information about Fall Arts Celebration, visit gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
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GVSU math professor recognized for contributions to science by national organization 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Edward Aboufadel has been named a Fellow by the American Association of the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) for his contributions to the advancement of science or its applications. 
Aboufadel is the first Grand Valley State University faculty member to be named an AAAS Fellow. 
 
“My initial reaction to receiving this award was one of pleasant surprise, because I was not aware that I 
was a nominee,” said Aboufadel, assistant vice president for Academic Affairs and professor of 
mathematics. 
 
Aboufadel has been a member of AAAS since 1987, serving in a variety of roles, including secretary, an 
officer in the Mathematics Section of the organization, and task force chair. 
 
Beyond his work with the AAAS, Aboufadel said he takes pride in his on-going program of scholarship in 
applied mathematics during his more than 20 years at Grand Valley. Much of his work has consisted of 
conducting research with undergraduate students. Some of his projects have included mathematically-
based 3D printing designs, hiding messages in images, and the analysis of pollution in river systems using 
subway-like maps. 
 
Aboufadel said he is most proud of a project through which he and two of his students helped develop 
an app called Street Bump. The app uses a wavelet-based algorithm to detect potholes within the city of 
Boston. Aboufadel and his students received a prize from the city for their work. 
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GVSU event: Transformation of Grand Rapids' West Side 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The Grand Rapids "West Side Story" is a long-running venture built on 
collaboration. At an event sponsored by Grand Valley State University's Seidman College of Business, 
community leaders will share the story of how neighborhoods on the West Side have been transformed 
over the past 16 years. 
 
The Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture, "West Side Story," will be held November 29 at 8 a.m. in the  
L. William Seidman Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus; breakfast begins at 7:15 a.m. 
 
Speakers include Mike VanGessel, president of Rockford Construction; Ryan VerWys, president and CEO 
of Inner City Christian Federation; and Matt McLogan, vice president for University Relations at Grand 
Valley. 
 
The event will focus on partnerships and collaboration, as well as the social and economic impact of the 
West Side. 
 
For more information and to RSVP, contact the Seidman College of Business at (616) 331-7100 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/seidman. 
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GVSU January 2018 arts events tip sheet 
 
Music, Theatre and Dance 
For more information about Music, Theatre and Dance Department events, contact (616) 331-3484 or 
visit gvsu.edu/mtd. All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted. 
 
====================================== 
 
Arts at Noon 
Arts at Noon brings nationally and internationally known musicians to Grand Valley State University for 
14 performances each academic year. All Arts at Noon concerts will take place in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, located on the Allendale Campus. They will begin at noon and last approximately one hour. 
Every concert is free and open to the public. For more information about Arts at Noon, visit 
gvsu.edu/artsatnoon or contact Henry Duitman, series coordinator, at duitmanh@gvsu.edu. 
 
January 24 – Perugino String Quartet 
Named after Renaissance artist Pietro Perugino of Grand Rapids’ sister city Perugia, Italy, The Perugino 
String Quartet has performed across Michigan and at the world-renowned Julliard String Quartet 
Seminar at the Lincoln Center in New York City. The group is composed of violinists Eric Tanner and 
Christopher Martin, violinist Barbara Corbato and cellist Stacey Bosman Tanner. Together, the quartet 
performs classics of the string quartet repertoire, as well as a variety of new chamber works. The 
Perugino String Quartet centers its appearances around Michigan, having performed at many arts-based 
series and events, such as the Chamber Music Festival of Saugatuck, Art Reach of Mid Michigan and 
Muskegon's Feeding the Soul of the City concert series. 
 
========================================= 
 
Guest Artist Recital: Mika Sasaki, piano 
January 19, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, 
Allendale Campus 
Pianist Mika Sasaki has established herself as a sought-after soloist, chamber musician and emerging 
educator. Since her concerto debut with the Sinfonia of Cambridge in the United Kingdom at the age of 
7, she has appeared twice with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and more recently with the 92Y 
Orchestra in New York City. She has performed at venues including the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie 
Hall, Steinway Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Peter J. Sharp Theater, Palazzo Chigi Saracini (Italy), Minato Mirai 
Hall (Japan) and Tokyo Bunka Kaikan (Japan). Her solo debut album “Obsidian: Mika Sasaki plays Clara 
Schumann” was released on Yarlung Records in 2016. 
  
Guest Artist Recital: Yoo Jin Noh, piano 
January 31, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sherman Van Solkema Hall (room 1325), Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, 
Allendale Campus 
Yoo Jin Noh made her debut with the Cape Ann Symphony Orchestra as a soloist in 2017. She also 
performed at the United Nation Headquarters in New York City for the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities in 2015. Her recent performances include appearances with the Quincy 
Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Halfner Symphony and a solo recital at Azusa Pacific University. Noh, 
who was born blind, pursued her interest in music in early childhood and began her piano study at age 
14. Despite her late start, she has received many awards from local competitions. In 2005, she received 
a grand prize at the U.S. String and Piano Concours of Hymn and played at Carnegie Weill Recital Hall in 
New York City. In 2008, she received the VSA Young Soloist Award and was invited to play at the 
National Federation of the Blind Convention. 
 
"Anton, Himself: First and Last" 
January 19 and 20, at 7:30 p.m. 
January 21, at 2 p.m. 
Linn Maxwell Keller Black Box Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, 
Allendale Campus 
Tickets: $12 for adults; $10 seniors and GVSU faculty, staff, alumni; $6 for students, groups 
*Purchase tickets through the Louis Armstrong Theatre box office in-person Monday-Friday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., by calling (616) 331-2300, or online at startickets.com 
This single actor tour de force reveals the deeply personal and artistic sides of Russia's most famous 
playwright, Anton Chekhov. The play begins with the dramatist immediately following the failure of his 
early masterpiece “The Seagull” (1895) and concludes with the success of “The Cherry Orchard” (1903). 
Written by Karen Sunde, this semi-documentary drama skillfully captures the soul and the spirit of this 
giant of the modern stage struggling with his literary identity, with the opinions of an often-hostile 
public, and with the challenges of pursuing romance and serving as head of a family. The one-man show 
will be performed by Roger Ellis, professor of theater at Grand Valley State University. 
 
GVSU Opera Theatre presents “Oklahoma!” 
February 2, 3, 9, 10, at 7:30 p.m. 
February 4, 11, at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: $14 for adults; $12 seniors and GVSU faculty, staff, alumni; $6 for students, groups 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts, Allendale Campus 
*Purchase tickets through the Louis Armstrong Theatre box office in-person Monday-Friday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., by calling (616) 331-2300, or online at startickets.com 
Grand Valley State University Opera Theatre students will bring to life Rodgers and Hammerstein's first 
collaboration, “Oklahoma!,” which remains, in many ways, their most innovative work, having set the 
standards and established the rules of musical theater still being followed today. Set in the West just 
after the turn of the century, the high-spirited rivalry between the local farmers and cowboys provides 
the colorful background against which Curly, a handsome cowboy, and Laurey, a winsome farm girl, play 
out their love story. Although the road to true love never runs smoothly with these two headstrong 
romantics holding the reins, love's journey is as bumpy as a surrey ride down a country road. Succeeding 
in making a new life together and beginning that new life in a brand-new state provides the ultimate 
climax for these characters in “Oklahoma!” 
 
======================== 
GVSU Art Gallery 
For more information about Art Gallery exhibitions, visit gvsu.edu/artgallery or call (616) 331-3638. 
 
“Mathias J. Alten: An Evolving Legacy” 
Exhibition dates: ongoing 
George and Barbara Gordon Gallery 
DeVos Center, Building E, Room 103 and 202, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Gordon Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 1-5 p.m.; closed on holiday weekends 
The German-born American artist Mathias Joseph Alten (1871-1938) is often referred to as the dean of 
Michigan painters. Working in a traditional representational style, Alten incorporated the aesthetics and 
techniques of the Impressionist Movement in paintings infused with light and punctuated with deft 
brushwork. Based in Grand Rapids, Alten created more than 3,800 works over a more than 40-year 
career, including landscapes, seascapes, portraits and florals. Grand Valley State University holds the 
largest public collection of Alten’s work in the world. 
 
“Strange & Magical Beasts: Etchings by Tony Fitzpatrick” 
Exhibit on display through March 2 
West Wall Gallery, L. V. Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Tony Fitzpatrick was born in 1958, and raised in and around Chicago as a member of a large middle-class 
Irish Catholic family. His father worked as a burial vault salesman, and often took Tony along to 
appointments around the city when he was suspended from school. Drawing was a pervasive part of his 
life, and he’d sketch anything that caught his eye. He graduated from Montini Catholic High School in 
1977, untrained in the arts. Over the years, Fitzpatrick spent time as boxer, bartender, actor, waiter and 
tattoo artist. These experiences, coupled with an insatiable appetite for drawing, had a profound effect 
on his work. This exhibition features 21 etchings by the artist. They are drawn out of a recent gift to 
Grand Valley State University’s permanent art collection of more than 120 works on paper. Filled with 
strange and magical beasts, they draw on his childhood imagination, Catholic upbringing and immersive 
experience in street culture. 
 
"Ebb and Flow: Explorations in Painting by Herbert Murrie" 
Exhibition on display January 15-March 30 
Opening reception: January 18, from 5-7 p.m. 
GVSU Art Gallery (room 1121), Thomas J. and Marcia J. Haas Center for Performing Arts 
For more than 40 years, Herbert Murrie had a successful advertising and design career based in Chicago. 
However, because of his artistic upbringing and drive, he always returned to the studio in pursuit of a 
more spontaneous and freeingoutput. In 1988, Murrie began painting more seriously and by the late 
1990s, he was exhibiting regularly. Over the next 15 years, evidence of his freed state leapt off the 
canvas. Controlled manipulation of paint and color bore witness to his understanding of design, while 
his process of working intuitively noted elements of the artistic movements he grew up with in the mid-
20th Century. Like many artists, Murrie often steps away from his art and then returns to work on pieces 
in his studio that he feels are unfinished. This exhibition examines the ebb and flow of his creative 
process, while looking back at his painting career and forward to a new body of work. It includes 26 
pieces that span his career as a painter – from 1995 to the present. They are drawn out of private 
collections and the Grand Valley State University permanent art collection, which includes 16 works that 
were donated by Herbert and Lisa Murrie in 2015. 
  
“Drawn from the Desert: Australian Aboriginal Paintings from the Central and Western Deserts” 
Exhibition on display through March 2 
Kirkhof Center Gallery (main floor), Allendale Campus 
From 1940-1960, the Australian government forced Aboriginal groups off their lands and into organized 
communities of the Central Desert region and along the northern coast. Papunya, located about 150 
miles northwest of Alice Springs, was the final community established to collect these displaced groups, 
and where the contemporary Australian Aboriginal art movement began. This exhibition is drawn out of 
a recent gift of Australian Aboriginal paintings to Grand Valley State University, created by artists from 
Papunya and the surrounding region. It features artwork that provides insight into Aboriginal life, 
retellings of important ancient stories and symbols, and the sacred sites of this vast and arid landscape. 
 
"Landscapes, Color & Light: Paintings by Virginia Jenkins" 
Exhibition on display through March 2 
Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall (first floor), Allendale Campus 
Virginia Jenkins is a professor and former chair of the Department of Visual and Media Arts at Grand 
Valley State University. Landscape forms and images have been the primary focus of her work for more 
than two decades, and her areas of specialty are in painting, drawing and mixed media. This exhibition is 
drawn from a recent series created in response to the landscape of the Northwest coast of the United 
States. 
 
“Traveling with the Bangalore Wanderlusters: Reflections on a Semester in India by Maya Grant” 
Exhibition on display through March 2 
Blue Wall Gallery (Building B), DeVos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
In fall 2016, Maya Grant traveled to India on a study abroad scholarship from the GVSU Padnos 
International Center. Grant, a sociology major, was led to India by a need to escape and explore. She 
studied at Christ University in Bengaluru, volunteered at a local non-profit and captured her experiences 
and interactions through photography. On the weekends, Grant joined a group of expats called the 
Bangalore Wanderlusters, and traveled throughout Karnataka and its neighboring states. This exhibition 
includes more than 25 photographs documenting her experiences studying abroad, and exploring the 
landscape and people of India. 
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GVSU to celebrate graduates December 9 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — More than 1,000 students will participate in Grand Valley State University's 
commencement ceremony December 9 at Van Andel Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. 
 
Students will hear an address from Gayle R. Davis, who will receive an honorary degree. Davis served as 
Grand Valley's provost and executive vice president for Academic and Student Affairs from 2002 until 
her retirement in June. During that time, Davis successfully aligned academic operations, programs and 
budgets as the university grew in size, complexity and reputation. 
 
Grand Valley Commencement Ceremony 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 
Van Andel Arena, downtown Grand Rapids 
The ceremony will live stream at www.gvsu.edu/commencement 
 
MEDIA NOTE: Skybox 101B is reserved for media. The box offers a mult box and an elevated, 
unobstructed view of the podium and platform. 
 
The Alumni Association will present the Young Alumni Award to Carolyn Ulstad, program assistant at 
Macatawa Area Coordinating Council. She graduated in 2011 with a bachelor's degree in geography and 
planning and a minor in environment science. In her role in MACC's Transportation Planning 
Department, she collaborates with area road commissions to rate road quality and supports the 
Macatawa Watershed Project. 
 
Learn more at www.gvsu.edu/commencement. 
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Longtime GVSU education professor to retire 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Faite Mack, longtime professor of education in the College of Education at 
Grand Valley State University, has announced his retirement. 
 
Mack, professor of education and founding faculty member of the College of Education, came to Grand 
Valley in 1972. He established the graduate program in teacher education in 1975. 
 
Mack was the first African American at Grand Valley promoted to the rank of full professor and the first 
faculty member to obtain a Fulbright Award. He was one of only 400 African Americans in the U.S. with a 
doctorate when he earned the degree in 1972 from the University of Illinois. 
 
He is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as one of the nation's pioneers in the training of 
early childhood special needs teachers and has been awarded more than $1.2 million in federal and 
state research scholarships. In 1998, Grand Rapids Magazine recognized him as one of the top 
professors in West Michigan. 
 
Mack will be recognized at a reception December 11 from 3:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. in Loosemore 
Auditorium in the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Formal remarks will begin at 5 
p.m. 
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GVSU receives $1 million grant to support STEM students 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — A new project at Grand Valley State University will financially help academically 
talented, low-income students seeking an education in science or engineering, while providing them 
with mentoring and hands-on learning and research opportunities. The project received a $1 million 
grant from the National Science Foundation’s Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics program (S-STEM). 
 
Retaining and Inspiring students in Science and Engineering (RISE) will create a set of progressively 
increasing four-year scholarships for at least 50 Grand Valley students who may not otherwise be able to 
afford a college education. 
 
RISE will also immerse scholarship recipients in a cohort with faculty mentors, and provide them with 
experiential learning opportunities, such as summer research and internships, and career preparation 
tactics. 
 
Additionally, the project team will enlist area community colleges, including Grand Rapids Community 
College, Northwestern Michigan College, and Muskegon Community College, to help identify potential 
RISE scholars at their institutions and provide mentoring for those students before they enroll at Grand 
Valley. 
 
RISE will build on a previously successful S-STEM program at Grand Valley called “Mentoring, Academic 
Support and Scholarships for Science Students” (MAS4). While MAS4 targeted juniors and seniors, RISE 
will offer scholarship opportunities to students in all grade levels at Grand Valley, with an emphasis on 
incoming first-year students. 
 
“Research shows that up to 60 percent of students who begin their freshman year as STEM majors leave 
the STEM disciplines in their first two years,” said Deborah Herrington, professor of chemistry and 
associate department chair, and RISE co-principal investigator. “This attrition from STEM is highest for 
low-income and underrepresented students. Many students who change their major are capable of 
success in a STEM field, but for financial and time reasons, they change to disciplines that may appear to 
require less time and less structure.” 
 
Through an in-depth evaluation, the RISE project team will investigate the structures of the program 
that help support student retention and graduation, road blocks to graduation for students coming from 
low-income households, and student perceptions of the value of the different elements of RISE’s 
experiential learning opportunities. 
 
Herrington said the project team is working to open the application process in May with the program 
beginning in fall 2018. 
 
The RISE project will be co-led by Herrington; Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Seymour and Esther Padnos 
College of Engineering and Computing; Charlie Standridge, associate dean of the Padnos College; and 
Jerry Johnson, associate professor of social work. 
 
Various departments at Grand Valley will provide support during the development and implementation 
of RISE, including Financial Aid, Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, Career Center, 
Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence, and Registrar’s Office. 
 
For more information, contact Herrington at herringd@gvsu.edu. 
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GVSU economist: Local economy will be strong in 2018 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The West Michigan economy looks strong for the new year, according to a 
Grand Valley State University expert. 
 
"We are heading into 2018 with a full head of steam," said Brian G. Long, director of Supply 
Management Research in the Seidman College of Business. "I don't see anything on the horizon that will 
trip us up." 
 
Long surveyed local business leaders and his findings below are based on data collected during the last 
two weeks of November. 
 
The survey's index of business improvement (new orders) rose to +20 from +11. The production index 
backtracked slightly to +17 from +20. The index of purchases eased to +18 from +22, and the 
employment stayed positive at +13, down slightly from +14. 
 
Long said the November performance for most groups was mixed. 
 
"Despite the modest softening in auto sales, the local auto parts producers remain surprisingly strong, 
even though they continue to voice concern about possible slower auto sales as we head into 2018," he 
said. "It is currently the slow season for office furniture sales, and the industry still appears to be topping 
out at the present level." 
 
Long said some of the smaller office furniture firms are still expanding, and for most industrial 
distributors, November was one of their better months. "A plateau seems to be forming for the capital 
equipment industry, but recent proposed changes in the tax law could result in improved conditions in 
2018," he said. 
 
The Institute for Supply Management survey is a monthly survey of business conditions that includes 45 
purchasing managers in the greater Grand Rapids area and 25 in Kalamazoo. The respondents are from 
the region's major industrial manufacturers, distributors and industrial service organizations. It is 
patterned after a nationwide survey conducted by the Institute for Supply Management. Each month, 
the respondents are asked to rate eight factors as "same," "up" or "down." 
 
For more information, contact Brian Long at (269) 323-2359. 
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GVSU names director of TRIO Veterans Upward Bound 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Tim Marroquin brings a diverse, yet familiar background to his new role as 
director for TRIO Veterans Upward Bound at Grand Valley State University. 
 
VUB is a new federally funded program at Grand Valley that will provide free academic support services 
to low-income veterans who want to complete degree programs. 
 
Since 2013, Marroquin has served as assistant director of TRIO Educational Talent Search, a program 
housed in Grand Valley's College of Education. Early in his career, Marroquin was a police 
officer/detective in Albuquerque, New Mexico, near Kirtland Air Force Base. 
 
"The cultures are similar: law enforcement and the military," he said. 
 
Marroquin said he wanted to apply for the VUB position because the program falls under the umbrellas 
of the national TRIO programs and Grand Valley's Division of Inclusion and Equity. 
 
"The work is close to my heart as I was a first-generation college student, and knowing the values of 
inclusion have helped form my previous work with TRIO," he said. 
 
From his new office in the Eberhard Center, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus, Marroquin will oversee 
work of the grant. In October, Grand Valley received a $1.3 million, five-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education to establish the program. Wayne State University is the only other institution 
in Michigan to offer VUB. 
 
The program will eventually serve 125 pre-college, low-income, first-generation veterans per year from 
Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and Allegan counties. The college access and degree completion services 
tailored to veterans will include advising and mentoring programs, instructor-led computer courses, 
course materials and supplies. 
 
His immediate roles are to raise awareness of the program and connect with veterans' organizations. 
Marroquin has already fielded a number of calls about VUB and said he looks forward to meeting and 
helping veterans who qualify for the program. 
 
"I hope they will realize the connections they will have to each other, beyond military service, because 
of VUB. It's sort of like Laker for a Lifetime, at TRIO we say, 'We are TRIO,'" he said. 
 
A reception to formally welcome VUB to campus and the community is planned for January 31, from 3-5 
p.m., at the Eberhard Center; details will be announced later. 
 
For more information about VUB, visit gvsu.edu/vub. 
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GVSU Design Thinking Academy students complete inaugural semester of program 
 
ALLENDALE, Mich. — Nineteen students from 15 different majors recently became the first group of 
fellows to complete the inaugural semester of Grand Valley State University’s new Design Thinking 
Academy — a program established to help students become innovative thinkers and problem solvers 
who are able to make lasting impacts in the world. 
 
During a December 8 ceremony on the Allendale Campus, the academy fellows were awarded Design 
Thinking Academy certificates of completion. John Berry, director of the academy and Grand Valley’s 
Design Thinking Initiative, said the university’s program is one-of-a-kind. 
 
“To my knowledge, there is no other Design Thinking Academy focused on undergraduates as an extra-
curriculum program anywhere else in the country, so we are unique,” said John Berry. “All employers 
I’ve talked with tell me they’re looking for graduates who have creative experiences beyond their 
specific majors and that design thinking provides that mind set and soft skill development important for 
innovation and future growth.” 
 
Throughout the fall semester, academy fellows from different majors worked in small teams to solve a 
need within the university, or a community-based issue from a list of more than 16 organizations 
wanting to work with the Design Thinking Academy team. 
 
For example, one team of students paired with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC) to tackle the issue of a lack of affordable housing in Ottawa County. The group additionally 
worked with Gentex and United Way to better understand the housing market of that region. 
 
“After interviewing dozens of factory workers and housing professionals in the area, we have made a 
survey to send out to hourly-wage factory workers in Ottawa County,” said Emilio Fisher, a sophomore 
majoring in political science and economics. “We have determined that there is a strong need for 
affordable housing closer to the corporations where these people work, and are very excited to 
continue to tackle this issue after we receive the survey results next semester.” 
 
Ryan Kilpatrick, senior community assistance specialist at MEDC, said even representatives from MEDC 
who worked with academy fellows learned more about the design thinking process. 
 
“Very often, we approach a problem with the expectation that we fully understand the problem and 
dive right into crafting solutions,” Kilpatrick said. “What I appreciate about the design thinking process is 
the effort taken to gather information, do the work of empathy, and take a deeper dive into first 
understanding the nature of a problem.” 
 
Other academy projects included: developing a design thinking program for seniors at Byron Center High 
School; helping teams collaborate across distances at Steelcase; and creating cross-curricular learning 
opportunities in the Forest Hills public school system. 
 
The projects the four teams of students have been working on since August will be stretched through 
the winter semester. 
 
Berry said following the upcoming winter 2018 semester, the format of the Design Thinking Academy 
will be modified to extend through an entire academic year, rather than lasting for single semesters. 
 
Throughout the semester, academy fellows additionally participated in a Design Thinking Deep Dive 
Session, which introduced them to the process, and sessions facilitated by professionals on the topics of 
improvisation, empathy, non-verbal body language, presenting and prototyping. Students also visited 
local furniture manufacturer Steelcase to learn how a company can implement design thinking and hear 
why employers seek new employees familiar with the process. 
 
Students interested in applying for the academy can do so by visiting gvsu.edu/designthinking/dta. The 
deadline for applications for the fall 2018 semester is March 1 and the Design Thinking Academy is open 
to all Grand Valley undergraduate students, regardless of major.  
 
For more information about the Design Thinking Academy, contact Berry at berryjr@gvsu.edu. 
 
